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Redwire Native Youth Media Society is a media and arts organization dedicated to Native youth
expression. Redwire was incorporated as an independent Aboriginal youth society in November
of 2002 under the name Redwire Native Youth Media Society. We published our first issue
ever in April 1997 with the support of the Native Youth Movement (a grassroots Native youth
group) and the Environmental Youth Alliance. Our mandate is to provide Native youth with an

uncensored forum for discussion to help find their own voice. The opinions and perspectives expressed in this magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the opinions
of Redwire. Redwire thanks and acknowledges the Coast Salish people, on whose territory we
are located. We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of Urban Multipurpose Aboriginal
Youth Centres (UMAYC) Initiative from the Department of Heritage Canada.

The ‘theme’ for this issue is ‘DIY” – If you want something done right,
you gotta Do-It-Yo’ Self!
We are yet again attempting to open up space and introduce relatively new ideas such as anti-colonial resistance amongst native youth
(although in our ancestor’s history of resistance to colonization and
genocide, being freedom-minded is actually an old way of living, fighting
and surviving). We have come up with this offering of Redwire DIY.
Though we can’t say for sure that we are “doing it ourselves,” since
Redwire gets its funding from the government. The hand that feeds us is
surely the hand that bleeds us.
In this issue, there are articles that discuss the awakening of consciousness among native youth who think for themselves and question ill-gotten “authority;” an article about the need to honor our responsibilities
as true warriors for our people; Indigenous media artists who rely on
their own skills and resources for survival; strong and proud Indigenous
mothers who have natural births so that their children remain free of becoming just another product of the colonial establishment; the development of sovereign living, food self-sufficiency and re-occupation of traditional territory. There are also a few pages of suggested practical ways
to start “doing it ourselves” in our gradual process of decolonization and
freedom (which often seems very slow but damn well necessary!).
Recently, I was very privileged and honored to have been invited to
Ganienkeh, Mohawk liberated territory in ‘upstate New York.’ Sovereign Mohawk territory considered “The only Mohawk community
functioning solely under the Kaianerehkowa (‘The Great Law’)” without
influence from the Canadian or American government. In the reclamation of Mohawk territory, the families that originally fought for this
land back in 1974 and made a commitment to keep every single one
of themselves safe but dignified against the wrath of the colonial nation
states (ie. Kanada and Amerika). Under the guidance and protection of
the Mohawk Warrior Society, every single man, woman and child of
age were trained and armed with guns in the re-occupation of Ganienkeh. Out of an estimated 9 million acres of Kanien’kehaka (Mohawk)
territory, the community of Ganienkeh was the first to be reclaimed by
courageous Mohawks who wished to live according to traditional values
and autonomy without compromise to the ongoing control and under
the boot of the colonial settler states of Canada and America. There
was a genuine feeling of freedom walking on lands that were fought for
and liberated, in a community where some families had solar-powered
houses with woodstoves and transferred everything they needed to provide for themselves in a sovereign life at Ganienkeh. The great Mohawk
philosopher, artist, writer and warrior Karoniaktajeh Louis Hall said:
“No nation shall it be so deprived it has to exist on a reservation...only
Ganienkeh, which is part of the traditional Mohawk Nation, practices its
right to live in a territory. All other Indian nations exist on reservations.”
Reservations prescribed by our oppressors, reservations contained
within our own minds: but being born colonized and invested of
ancestral wisdom and fighting spirit we reserve the right to improve the
lives of our people and achieve liberation. It is this reservation though,
somewhere in that blurred moment when a person is just waking up...is
where we are at today. Of course some prefer to stay asleep, hibernating
in bottles, bibles, consumer trends, government and corporate checkbooks, or comfy, urban-centered, individual white lives. Brain-polluted
and insulated, we don’t think for ourselves. How can we expect to grow
if we are restricted by our pacifism and comfort zone? “Comfort comes
as a friend but departs as the master” - Karoniaktajeh Louis Hall. By
default we find comfort in sugar-coated shitty government programs that
encourage us to be passive and submissive, and to ‘go with the flow.’ A
climate of fear and paranoia creates inactivity and prevents the forceful
change of this oppressed condition, designed to keep the weak under
control. A system of psychological warfare that keeps the once strong
blinded from their strength and dumbed down their fire within. History
teaches us though that in these conditions an inevitable explosion is sure
to come about.
“There is another type of warfare waged on the native...It is waged

against the mind of the natives. This type of warfare is
every bit as dirty and deadly as the ones with guns. The
casualties are the drunks, drug addicts, and suicides.
The casualty rate is high. There are Indians walking
around dazed and confused suffering from identity
crisis. This is one of the wars the modern warrior has
to fight. To fight any kind of war, one needs courage,
gumption (initiative, aggressiveness, resourcefulness,
guts, common sense, shrewdness, etc.), knowledge of
the enemy, and strategic planning. The biggest single
requirement is FIGHTING SPIRIT. People with
fighting spirit shall not become casualties of a psychological warfare. How does one acquire fighting spirit?
Only 10% of any population shall stand up and fight for
their rights.... 90% of the people are good hard working
Indians who are not able to be involved in controversies, confrontations (especially armed) or in any kind of
possible trouble, including bloodshed...They are called
‘the sheep’...While not all Indians can be fighters, it is
still necessary for the peaceful and the fearful to know
the facts of the Indian situation, so they can be silent
supporters of the fighters...Hard working people are
said to be the backbone of a nation and are absolutely
indispensable in the perpetuation of the native society in
the future.
This being the case, the Warrior Society is hereby strengthened by
Warrior Girls...They (the Warrior Society) are charged with the protection and defense of the people. Their duties take many forms. Keeping
the peace, teaching, public speaking, repossessing lost lands and human
rights; and work of all useful kinds to promote the welfare of the people.
FIGHTING AGAINST GREAT ODDS - LONG LIVE THE WARRIOR SOCIETY!”
- Karoniaktajeh Louis Hall, The Warrior’s Handbook
For more information about Ganienkeh, check out www.ganienkeh.net
or www.louishall.com/index.htm
We anticipate our liberation and future of dignity. Hla gwelga lahk - the
fire is burning...
ps. We need those of you living in the city that are over 30, those
“youth” in denial, to start your own “Native Adult Movement” (and
Magazine) already. And all you halfbreeds to start “Native Halfbreed
Movement” where instead of “Red Power!” it’s just “Red!” Maybe call
the magazine “Halfwire”?
DUSTIN JOHNSON
Gispwudwada - Blackfish (“Killer Whale”) Clan, Gitkxaahla / Lach
hlgu Alaams,Ts’m’sxyen (Tsimshian) Nation

Dustin Johnson photo
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Hello! First off, I’d like to say
that that I read Redwire for the
first time today! It was the August
06 issue! IT HAS LIT A FIRE
IN MY NATIVE HEART! I am
a Cree from Moberly Lake B.C.
but I was raised off reserve in
Terrace B.C. I have experienced
angst and frustration and racism
all my life at the hands of white
people! I’m 23 years old! I don’t
drink or do drugs! (More power
for me) I am going back to school
to get my grade 12 and then I’ll
be going to college to become a
conservation officer! I am very
excited about my future! Because I found this
drive to succeed in this corrupt white mans
world we have to live in! I Just had my first son
on Sept. 1/06! He’s my pride, conscience and
my motivation to show him how to survive
the white system! I am very disturbed by how
many young native mothers have to raise their
young ones their selves my mother included!
I’ll die before I’d let my son be alone with no
dad! We need to call out all the lost native
men to come home and be the men and dads
in these children’s lives! We need to raise the
children better; to break the cycle the white
man has created for us native folk to live in!
Education, health and strength and love will
be needed to help our people thrive and take
back what’s ours. I am proud to be native
and want to make others be proud too! Our
time will come my friend! Peace and respect
brother!

CRAIGE LABERGE
My name is Wii Haughtkm Skiik (Don M.
McKay). I am from the Tsimshian Nation of
the northwestern coast of BC and the village
of Lax Kw’alaams. I belong to the Gitando
Tribe and the Eagle Clan and I come out
of the house of “La’axs”. I come out of that
house because that is the house that my
mother, my grandmother and all my grandmothers before them came out of.
I am a survivor of 12 years in the residential
school system and I struggle constantly day in
and day out with the effects that still haunt me
even after 17+ years of “healing.” I have been
through the “court process” that we are told
is the only avenue open to us. That took me
5 years and I still feel like I was treated like
“just another dumb Indian”. The “process” is
so unfair and very slanted to help the government and churches.
Be that as it may, what I am in the process of
doing now is the production of a 4-part video
about the residential school experience from
the survivor’s perspective and in their own
4

words. I feel that a big part of “the
truth” about residential school is missing and that is OUR TRUTH, our
stories in our own words. I feel we
also need to leave behind for future
generations of our children some
kind of an explanation so as to try to
explain why our footsteps were so erratic and unpredictable for awhile.
Thank you for your time.

WII HAUGHTKM SKIIK (DON M.
MCKAY)
I’m an Aboriginal youth; I am also
Hispanic Mexican. I read volume
8 and volume 9 and the racism to
whites and Mexicans is so useless. Its
makin whites and probably Hispanics
pissed because you never hear the
KKK say squat about Indians. The
only problem is that we Aboriginals
don’t understand that it ain’t the government, it’s the racism that we think
we’re retrieving is hardcore. Why
don’t we just cut our racism to Asians,
Mexicans, and whites down? Just
Art: Marjorie Rose Martin, Cree
because they hate us doesn’t mean
There is always something, like just being in
we fight back with total hatred. It’s only
it for the friggen money. Somebody who has
gonna cause more problems for us. We got
that trust, is a snake, tearing us all down one
what we need, just leave the racism, because
by one. All that I have to say is the past is the
we all know we’ll be around for generations.
past, we’ll never be the way we were. We’ve
It’s not too long before mankind comes to
got to modernize ourselves and have one
an end. All races are in trouble in some way.
strong voice, for all of us. Gain back what was
Look at it in Mexico. They get it hard. They
once ours. We’ve got to watch out for each
probably look at natives and say, “Why cant
other, down to the one stuck in the mind.
we live like that at our home? They got money. They get tax free.” We call Persians’ riches PS, I’M A CREE NATION WOMAN AND
PROUD OF IT.
here. Just imagine what their sayin about us.
They’ll say, “Why can’t we live like that? They GOVERNMENT NAME, MARJORIE ROSE
get it easy.” Don’t talk about racism, talk about MARTIN
“Dances on clouds”
the good side of youth. Let some other Indian
soulja, who will speak the real truth about us,
not some pain in our reservations. Talk about
stuff that’s more important. Figure it out. I
In Volume 9 Issue 1:
know Old man rivers he’s a cool guy, but you
Redwire incorrectly listed Minnetta McNaughton’s
don’t see him talkin bad stuff about Mexicans
nation in her article on the Six Nations Reclamation on
or whites, cause most of those browns and
page 28. She is Onondaga (member of the Six Nations
whites look at us as friends.
Haudenosaunee Confederacy).

CORRECTIONS

MATTHEW

Dear Redwire, (Volume 9, Issue 3, March
2006)
Redwire is the first magazine I’ve ever
read from page to page, line for line. I am
extremely interested. I felt informed about
things I never knew about. You put great
perspective on oppression and I felt as if I
had a voice to this boring world. Honestly, I
lost interest for my culture and every single
Indian in it, I’ve never met an Indian who’s
truthfully in it for the good of all of us.

Redwire regrets misspelling Tanya McKenzie’s name
when crediting her artwork, “Windigo,” on page 35.
The photo of Cris Derksen on page 43 was taken by
Sarah Race, and the photos of the “Flow”
performance on page 41 were taken by Raven Ann
Potschka.
We apologize to the contributors for the mistakes.
Oh, and Horse forgot to cite a speech from “Any Given
Sunday” as the inspiration for his piece on page 14.
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nations. Finally, no settlement process could
bring real justice for the over 100,000 children
who went through the genocidal system, and
no settlement process can replace the 50,000
children who went missing in these institutions.

Above: Kat Norris looks on as her nephew, Eddie Bob Jr.,
speaks at the Vancouver rally against the residential school
settlements. Aaron Mercredi photo.

Vancouver Natives
React to Residential
School Settlements

Stories from daily life and abuses at residential
schools were told. Speakers talked about the
abuse by the RCMP against Indigenous people,
and talked about the daily realities of losing
their land to ski resorts and mines. But people
also heard about the strength and resolve of
Indigenous people facing these battles. From
the people who survived the abuse of the Residential schools, to the people who continue to
stand up against the RCMP and big business,
there was a strong feeling of hope in what can
be accomplished when Native people come
together and fight for our rights.

Anti-Columbus Day:
Indigenous Party
Crashers

AARON MERCREDI, METIS
October 23rd marked the final day of the residential school hearings in Vancouver. Outside
the BC Supreme Court where these hearings
were taking place, the Indigenous Action
Movement organized a rally about the unfairness of the Residential School process, the
systemic racism in Canada’s justice system, and
the continued theft of Indigenous lands and resources. Over 50 people came out, held signs,
and listened to speakers who were survivors of
the Residential Schools and community leaders who covered different aspects of Canada’s
crimes against Native people.
The unfairness inherent in the Residential
School settlement process was the main spark
that ignited the protest. Within the settlement
documents, Canada and the Churches are
trying to be released forever for all the harm
that was caused by the Residential Schools.
This allows Canada and the Churches to avoid
future claims on behalf of the collective rights
of Indigenous nations for the loss of language,
culture, and traditional governing structures,
which resulted in the genocide of Indigenous
people. For such a supposedly broad settlement process, the notification process missed
many survivors and hereditary chiefs were not
notified or consulted. The settlement process
does not address the loss of language and culture, which are collective rights of Indigenous

To commemorate Columbus Day and the “discovery of the Americas,” citizens of Denver,
Colorado, celebrate annually with a parade.
This parade has become known as the Convoy
of Conquest to Indigenous people who see no
reason to memorialize a man who murdered
and subjugated Native people.
Since the parade’s reemergence in the year
2000, Native people and their allies have
organized protests and more recently their own
Four Directions March. This year it was held

the day before the Columbus Day parade.
Four separate marches connected into a single
strong entity at Veteran’s Park, where a camp
was set up and declared a “liberated zone.” Native people from different communities spoke
about the continued celebration of one of the
biggest symbols of slavery, oppression and
genocide, as well as the current wars perpetuated by the United States, the need to protect our
sacred spaces, and the struggle for Indigenous
rights across Turtle Island. Dr. George Tinker,
who hails from the Osage Nation, stated “Sure,
there is some anger in our hearts. They’ve had
seventeen years to deal with the reality we’ve
brought in each protest. We have a right to feel
some anger, use that anger, hold onto it, make
it work in a good way.”
The next day people lined the streets and the
Convoy of Conquest began, led by four cavalry
soldiers from Ft. Carson, who served as a reminder that this parade is really a celebration of
colonialism and continued ignorance. Following the cavalry were motorbikes, semis, and in
a further display of disrespect and intolerance a
“gay marriage is evil” float and an anti-abortion
truck. Insults were hurled from both sides, but
no attempts were made to block the procession.
October 6th, 2007 will mark the 100th anniversary of the Columbus holiday in Denver.
Organizers are already strategizing and gathering more allies as they plan to make a bigger
impression by bringing the convoy to a grinding
halt. All Indigenous People are invited to join
in the action.
For further info:
decolonization_day@yahoo.com
www.transformcolumbusday.org
www.coloradoaim.org
www.foodnotbombs.org
www.copwatch.org

SURE, WE HAVE SOME ANGER IN OUR HEARTS...
WE HAVE A RIGHT TO FEEL SOME ANGER, USE
THAT ANGER, HOLD ONTO IT, MAKE IT WORK
IN A GOOD WAY.
Dr. George Tinker, Osage, speaking at Four Directions March, Denver, Colorado5

NEWS
Zapatistas Call
Indigenous Gathering

The Zapatista Army of National Liberation
(Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional,
EZLN) is an Indigenous revolutionary movement in Mexico dedicated to ensuring Indigenous rights and taking direct action against
the oppressive state regimes that have gripped
Mexico for many years. The name Zapatista
comes from Emiliano Zapata, who fought in the
Mexican revolution and advocated for the rights
of the poor. The Zapatistas follow an anti-patriarchal model with women holding many positions of high rank, and all important decisions
are made within the community.
On October 18th, 2006, Zapatista Subcomandante Marcos, under the guidance of the
EZLN, the Indigenous National Congress,
and the Kumiai people, announced plans for a
“Continental Indigenous ‘Encuentro’ (encounter).” It will be held in Northwestern Mexico on

October 12th, 2007. Marcos invited Indigenous
people from South to North America to an “Indigenous zone in the Northwest to say that we
are here, and let’s tell our story. And it doesn’t
matter if they pay attention to us or not, because
we’re going to pay attention to each other.”
October 12th is celebrated in mainstream
society as Columbus Day. This day was chosen
by the Zapatistas so Indigenous People from
all over “the Americas” could counterbalance
the holiday and say that “after 515 years, they
neither conquered nor discovered us. We still
continue to exist here.” As the date nears, more
information will be released about the specifics
of the gathering.
Links for more info:
www.narconews.com/Issue43/article2185.html
www.narconews.com/Issue43/article2200.html
www.zapatistas.org
www.zapatistarevolution.com
www.actlab.utexas.edu/~geneve/zapwomen/en6ter.html

Tahltan Great-grandmother Defends
Sacred Ground

BC Metals Corp. is planning to produce
“50,000 tonnes of copper and 75,000 ounces
of gold annually for the first five years” from
the proposed Red Chris mine, which would
provide a net gain of nearly half a billion dollars.
They have received the go-ahead from the
Federal and Provincial governments, but have
not consulted or received approval from the
Tahltan People, whose land the proposed mine
is on.
A blockade was set up by Tahltan People to
stop heavy equipment from damaging spawning grounds. The Tahltan were told that, by
supreme court injunction, they would be arrested, removed and not allowed to enter their
“traditional hunting grounds on the Todagin
Plateau” if they participated in the blockade.
To Lillian Moyer, a Tahltan elder and greatgrandmother, this didn’t make any sense, as
the Tahltan have hunted in the area since time
immemorial. Moyer was arrested on September
9th for asserting her right and her People’s right
to be on that land. After her arrest she said,
“We don’t want to see any development up
there because it is sacred land. I am doing what
I can, with great feelings in my heart, to stick
up for our rights and for the land, for the future
generations of young children.”
Environmental damage has been incurred on
the spawning grounds by an oil spill. The Tahltan also fear “toxic copper dust” will travel from
the mine, affecting their community and their
drinking water, and spawning grounds will be
further destroyed from other mine waste. The
Tahltan’s inherent right to their traditional land
has been ignored by both BC Metals and the
provincial and federal governments. It appears
the Tahltan will not go down without a fight,
though, as proven by this great-grandmother
who was not afraid to stand up for her People
and for the land.

Indigenous People’s
Day at Peace Arch
AARON MERCREDI, METIS
While people were gearing up to celebrate Columbus Day in the US, a day that glorifies and
celebrates the genocide of Indigenous people,
events were also organized to reclaim the true
history of the US. One of these events was the
celebration of Indigenous People’s day that
took place at the Peace Arch border crossing on

Harry Belmont of the Native People’s Alliance Friends and
Allies, speaking at the Peace Arch rally. Aaron Mercredi photo.
October 6th. Over 100 people from both sides
of the border converged on the Peace Arch
to celebrate Indigenous People, to support
Leonard Peltier and all political prisoners and
demand Native sovereignty.
The rally, which was hosted by Native Peoples
Alliance and Friends and Allies, brought out
long-time activists and supporters who brought
messages of solidarity with Leonard, and spoke
to inspire the current struggle of all Indigenous
people of Turtle Island.
Leonard Peltier is still in a Pennsylvania prison
serving two consecutive life sentences for a
crime that he did not commit. He was set up
by the FBI in 1975 and convicted on false
evidence and testimony. Today, after almost 31
years behind bars, he is the longest held political
prisoner in the US and a symbol of the crimes
that the colonial governments in the Western
hemisphere have committed against Indigenous
people.
The next action in the Northwest US will be
the 14th annual Day of Solidarity for Leonard
Peltier on February 10th, 2007, in downtown
Tacoma, Washington. For more information,
contact the Tacoma Leonard Peltier Support
Group at bayou@blarg.net

Speak Out against
Continued Abuse by
the RCMP
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police’s long history of abuse towards Native People continues,
and it appears they are not willing to change
their reputation as the violent overseers and
participants in our oppression.

NEWS

ALL NEWS BY BRACKEN HANUSE CORLETT, WUIKINUXV/KLAHOOSE, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
Recently, charges against Prince George RCMP
Officer Justin Harris have been dismissed,
because a disciplinary panel ascertained that the
RCMP had taken too long to initiate a “disciplinary hearing against him. In a span of two
years, Harris “sexually exploited two Native girls
aged 13 and 16.” Harris has been allowed to
continue working as an officer while the RCMP
has twiddled its thumbs for four years deciding
whether to pursue action against him. Unfortunately, this is just one of many cases of abusive
conduct against Native women.
The current system is not working and more
women will suffer unless it is changed. The men
charged with these crimes are in positions of
power, and they are consistently abusing this
power. Across the land, human rights abuses
are occurring against Indigenous People and
they are not limited to sexual violence; the
notorious starlight tours, racial profiling, and
brutal physical assaults are few other examples
of injustice towards Native People at the hands
of the Police.
An action is being organized in Vancouver for
December 6th, 2006, to let it be known that
these “perpetrators” must be brought to justice,
and to show support for those who have been
victimized by the police. People will gather at 5
pm (location TBA) and march to the Vancouver Police Department. People are invited to
show support and bring their rattles, drums,
regalia, signs, and loudspeakers. Volunteers will
also be needed to provide security, and to document the march (both still photos and video).
Stand up! Speak out!
indigenousactiongroup@yahoo.ca

Might As Well Face It,
You’re Addicted to Oil
In a recent speech, President Bush declared
the American people are “addicted to oil.”
Besides stating the obvious, he also believes
that the solution to this problem is opening
up areas like the “Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge” and sacred Indigenous lands for oil
exploration and exploitation.
The oil industry is recording record profits and
according to Faith Gemmill of the REDOIL
Network, is also “leaving a legacy of pollution
and destruction in Alaska.” Exxon Mobil, the
company responsible for the disasterous1989
Valdez oil spill, claimed a 36 billion dollar
profit in 2005 and have continued to fight
against “court ordered payments” for the damage caused by the spill. More recently BP Oil

has shut down “the largest oil producing field
in the US, due to detection of severe corrosion
along most of its twenty-two mile transit pipeline.” In March “270,000 gallons of oil” spilled
onto the North Slope of Alaska, as a result of
BP’s negligence. They had never conducted a
safety inspection of the pipeline, and only did
so when forced by the government.
The REDOIL Network (Resisting Environmental Destruction on Indigenous Lands) and
The Native Movement, located in Alaska have
been taking action and educating people about
the interrelated destruction the oil industry is
causing. In a recent statement Evon Peters of
Native Movement stated, “we need to realize
as a nation of people that our consumption
of oil is not sustainable… The oil industry
practices are tied directly and indirectly to
violations of human rights here and abroad.
Furthermore, the burning of fossil fuels is the
major cause of CO2 emissions that are resulting in global warming.” Both groups are calling
on the government to change its energy policy,
by switching to alternative fuel sources, and
ending the stranglehold on American consumers at the gas pumps. This will be an arduous
task as the Alaskan government receives 80%
of their funding from the oil tycoons, but is essential for the survival of the land, the wildlife
and the people.
Evon Peter, Native Movement (928) 814-0778
/ nativemovement@yahoo.com
Faith Gemmill, REDOIL Network (907) 7500188 / redoil1@acsalaska.net

Tsimshian history
auctioned off in New
York
Simon Carey the great-grandson of British missionary Robert Dundas has cleared over 7 million dollars by auctioning off nearly 80 pieces
of sacred Tsimshian masks, spoons, rattles etc.
that had “belonged” to Dundas who was a British missionary in Old Metlakatla circa 1863.
Prospective buyers gathered to make bids on
these “artifacts” even though it was dubbed a
“controversial auction.” The reason for the
controversy is over who is the rightful owner
of the pieces. In one corner is Carey who has
been looking to make a big profit from his inheritance for many years. Canada has also laid
claim to the pieces believing them to be important relics of the past. Perhaps the one’s who
have been yelling the loudest in the three-way
battle for ownership are the Tsimshian People
who believe the sacred objects were stolen and
should be brought back to their original home;

it is also the cries from the Tsimshian that have
mostly fallen on deaf ears.
The Tsimshian believe the items were “acquired” by Dundas from missionaries who
used trickery and deception in order to get the
Tsimshian to abandon their ‘pagan’ beliefs.
Tsimshian Chief Paul Legaic was the original
owner of most of the objects until he was “betrayed by a Christianized convert from his own
tribe.” Divide and conquer tactics and forced

assimilation are the reasons the Tsimshian give
for the objects leaving their territory. These
claims were ignored by Carey who was obviously blinded by the fortune he was about to
make.
The sale broke records for purchase price of
“American Indian objects at auction.” One
mask alone was sold at an unprecedented
“$1.8 million US.” Many of the pieces were
bought by a private purchaser for Canada and
plans are already underway to display these
pieces of sacred art in a museum or institution.
Most of the pieces were in great condition
even though they were sometimes used by
Carey and his sister as “toys.”
For the Tsimshian these cultural objects are
and were more than aesthetically pleasing play
toys, or forgotten relics, they connect the present with the past and each piece carries a story
of traditional knowledge. This story is another
sad example of colonial greed, disrespect, and
the continued commodification and theft of
First Nation’s art, history and culture.

Oaxaca Is Not Alone
REDWIRE STAFF
General Strike Called for November 20 by the
Sixth Commission of the EZLN. The Other
Mexico.
(continued next page) 7

(continued from News, page 8)
Message from the Clandestine Revolutionary
Indigenous Committee, General Command
of the Zapatista Army of National Liberation,
Mexico. To the people of Mexico: To the
people of the world: To the Other Campaign in
Mexico and the other side of the Rio Grande:
To the entire Sixth International: Brothers and
sisters:
It is now known publicly that on October 29th,
2006, Vicente Fox’s federal forces attacked the
people of Oaxaca and its most legitimate representative, the Popular Assembly of the Peoples
of Oaxaca (APPO).
Today, the federal troops have assassinated at
least 3 people, among them a minor, leaving
dozens of wounded, including many women
from Oaxaca. Dozens of detainees were illegally
transported to military prisons. All this comes in
addition to the existing total of deaths, detainees
and missing persons since the beginning of the
mobilization demanding that Ulises Ruiz step
down as Oaxaca’s governor.
The sole objective of the federal attack is to
maintain Ulises Ruiz in power and to destroy
the popular grassroots organization of the

people of Oaxaca. Oaxaca’s people are resisting. Not one single honest person can remain
quiet and unmoved while the entire society, of
which the majority are indigenous, is murdered,
beaten and jailed.

EZLN has begun making contact and consulting other political and social organizations,
groups, collectives and individuals in the Other
Campaign, in order to coordinate joint solidarity
actions across Mexico, leading to a nationwide
shut-down on the 20th of November, 2006.
Third: the EZLN calls out to the Other Campaign in Mexico and north of the Rio Grande,
so that these November 1st mobilizations
happen wherever possible, completely, partially,
at intervals or symbolically shutting down the
major artery roads, streets, toll booths, stations,
airports and commercial media.

We, the Zapatistas, will not be silent; we will
mobilize to support our brothers, sisters and
comrades in Oaxaca. The EZLN’s Sixth Commission has already consulted the Zapatista
leadership and the following has been
decided:
First: During whole day of November 1, 2006,
the major and minor roads that cross Zapatistas territories in the southwestern state of
Chiapas will be closed.
Second: through the Sixth Commission, the

Fourth: The central message that the Zapatistas send and will continue sending is that the
people of Oaxaca are not alone: They are not
alone!
Ulises Ruiz out of Oaxaca! Immediate withdrawal of the occupying federal forces from
Oaxaca! Immediate and unconditional freedom
for all detainees! Cancel all arrest warrants!
Punish the murderers! Justice! Freedom!
Democracy!
Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos

The TV movie/mini-series “Indian Summer: Oka Crisis,” which aired on CBC last
month, either satisfied or disappointed people, especially the Mohawk Nation. Many
who were involved in the crisis took another look at Gil Cardinal’s perspective on the
1990 occupation. (Some were surprised by how well the movie was produced.) Many
found it incorrect and felt that it blindsided Canadians to the truth of what happened
that summer of 1990. Overall opinions were displeased with the interpretation of the
mini-series.

“INDIAN SUMMER:
THE OKA CRISIS”
Directed by Gil Cardinal
2006

In one way or another I’m associated with the crisis. Even though I wasn’t even born
(my mother was expecting me at the time), my family and people were still affected.
Therefore, I have many connections and resources with the 1990 occupation in
Kanesatake. I briefly interviewed my uncle, Dennis Onerahtoa Nicholas, who was
portrayed in the mini-series by Mohawk actor Flint Eagle, also from Kahnawake. I
asked his opinion on the mini-series and Cardinal’s interpretation of the crisis. He
was impressed that the director brought some truth out in the film; for example, using
Joseph Swamp at the beginning, and getting the point across that the racism has not
changed. “Look at yesterday, look at today, look at tomorrow, things haven’t changed.
It’s the same police force as 270 years before 1990,” explained my uncle.
Teyowisonte Deer, Secretary of the Kahnawake Warrior Society, expressed the
concerns that many had about the portrayal of the Warriors. Teyowisonte stated that
“they made the Warrior Society look like it was an extremist group that operated outside the jurisdiction of the people, when the Warrior Society is actually the vanguard
of the Haudenosaunee.”
With the film, I feel that they can never really tell the story as well as the ones who
were actually there. They can never re-enact what really happened. Altogether, I
respect that they at least tried. But I do dislike that they did such a horrible job representing the Oka Crisis. Maybe they’ll learn from this, and make other occupations like
Burnt Church, Ipperwash, Six Nations and Gustafen Lake seem more accurate when
being interpreted for film.

8

-Karoniénhawe Diabo

CRIS DERKSEN
AND RAPSURE RISIN

FINDING DAWN
Written and Directed by Christine Welsh
Produced by Svend-Erik Eriksen
2006 | www.nfb.ca

On a Saturday afternoon in October, the Museum of Anthropology at
UBC -- with its half-circle of totems, backs turned to the coast -- was transformed
by a few ladies from this generation of Indigenous artists.
Cris Derksen is a young half-Cree cellist, with training from UBC’s music program and
experience playing everywhere from sidewalks and bars to concert halls and overseas.
I first saw Cris’ style -- dubbing live and accompanying herself in layers -- at the FUSE
performance at the Vancouver Art Gallery this summer. She played as part of a group
of Native youth, who were using traditional and contemporary dance, song and spoken
word to express themselves about the art show displayed there (see Volume 9, Issue
1 for details). Cris has a lot of influences, from classical to hip hop, and they fit that
diverse performance pretty well, but it was also pretty interesting to see her in the Museum, introducing the crowd (which had some different kinds of people in it, but was
mostly not Native people or youth) to a haunting song about conquest. She’s got what
they call a commanding stage presence, and I totally recommend you check her out if
you get the chance. Same definitely goes for Rapsure Risin’, who are a super active hip
hop duo made up of Numinous 1 (Carrielynn Victor) and T MelaD (Theresa Point).
They followed Cris, and given the setting and crowd, I felt like they may have been
holding back slightly. It was easy to imagine their
rhymes and melodies and the way they took over
the stage being even more energetic and inspiring
in a different setting. They bring a message that I
imagine is more at home in a crowd of their own,
with everyone dancing and full of as much energy
as they are. I’d really like to see that. You should
too; check out www.rapsurerisin.com for show
dates.

-taylor omelak

photo: Raven Ann Potschka, Haida

500 Native women have gone missing or been murdered in Canada in the last 30 years, and 60 women are missing from the Downtown Eastside, and nine young women
(eight of them Native) have gone missing on a single stretch of highway in Northern BC, usually while hitchhiking.
Metis filmmaker Christine Welsh doesn’t just wonder why and how; she asks those who have been forced to seek answers.
There isn’t enough room to introduce you to all the incredibly strong and clearsighted people you will meet in this feature-length documentary. Survivors of the sex trade,
who go on to raise families and find their roots and their voices, to speak out against media representations of Native women that allow us to be seen as insignificant.
Family members of vanished women who explain in clear terms why we are so invisible; supporters at rallies who sing the women’s warrior song; family, friends and
community members who gather to walk the last two miles of one murdered woman’s life, or to set out in a line during a snowstorm to search themselves for evidence of
another woman’s killer.
Christine Welsh and the people she interviews do an amazing job of linking these cases not only to each other, but to what happened to our cultures and families in
the residential schools, what happened to our livelihoods when our communities were displaced, what circumstances force Native women into vulnerable positions,
and countless other points that contribute to these outrageous tragedies. Despite the lump in my throat while I watched this film, the people I met gave me pride in our
resilience and our ability to draw strength from each other. On top of everything, this is a very well-made, professionally produced documentary. Finding Dawn won the
Amnesty International Film Festival Gold Audience Award, which was awarded by audience members rating the film at each screening. Please see this film.
Check www.nfb.ca for screening times.
-taylor omelak

9

The Musqueam Youth Project meets every Wednesday to celebrate our circle of
trust, sharing and growth. We have a focus on creative writing, art, storytelling and
having a good time. We write to music, share our short and long term goals as well
as speak about our challenges. We have developed a core of nine students who have
met since September of 2005. We have regular presentations from Aboriginal guest
speakers who are role models in our communities, and we gratefully acknowledge
our supporters, past and present (the Musqueam First Nation, UBC, Langara College, Dal Grauer Memorial Lecture series, and the BC Ministry of Advanced Education) for making the Musqueam Youth Project such an incredible success. Our
instructors are Jacqui Ferraby and Richard Van Camp.

Musqueam
youth
project

The Way of the Warrior
Once long ago, there was a Great Warrior of great strength. They won every battle they
had ever faced without fear. Then he was to lead his braves into a battle they could not
win. They knew this too, but still they went to battle with their Great Warrior. As they
came to the shore of the enemy, he told his braves to burn their canoes. For if they want to
go home, they would have to win. There would be no turning back after they landed. They
burned their canoes and they won.
To keep going without turning back we must all be willing to burn our own canoes, cutting
off all resources, making sure we finish. That is the way of the Warrior.
MITCHELL GRANT

My Grandmother
Eleanor Kaikaka

Top: Eleanor Kaikaka, Above: Boedaya Leo, Below: Amy Stogan
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I sit here and listen to the speaker in class.
You scared me. Then talked to me.
Telling me something I needed to know.
You tell me things that only I understand. I try to tell other people
but they don’t know what I’m talking about. They ask questions
but I can’t tell them, I don’t know how to.
You’re always here for me I know,
but sometimes it’s like you’re never there.
I cry I never will get to see you or meet you.
I wish I could but as much as I wish I only hope it will happen.
I see you in my dreams all around, but never can touch.
I can talk but only when I never expect it.
Then I forget what I ever wanted to say.
I always wanted to know what you were like,
how you were, did you help, were you funny?
Did you always get mad, was my dad a bad kid? (giggles)
did my papa always tell jokes, well not tell jokes
but make fun of everything and everyone.
What kind of music did you listen to?
As you read over my shoulder I still wonder but you won’t answer.
I hear about you all the time and people say
‘You’re her granddaughter, she did many great things you know,
If I were her granddaughter I would be so proud”
but what they don’t know is I am proud but mad because
I never got to know my wonderful grandmother
the one everyone talks about and did many things so I’ll be mad,
mad and proud of my grama who looks over my shoulder
and helps me through life good and bad
keeps me living to be just like her,
My grandmother Eleanor Kaikaka the first.

ELEANOR KAIKAKA THE THIRD
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But we can’t organize any massive gathering
Beyond a pow-wow or forty-nine
A
When I all I want to do is march, march,
HUSK
W
A
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A
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march
and
A
A
E
LEE B
Take it to the streets
JIMMY
Corporate,
Negotiating book and movie deals with savagery But all we do is talk, talk, talk
As if things are all sweet
Scholarly,
Academic warriors.
Attacking essays and emails with
Corporate
Flaming arrow-like vernacular and
Scholarly
Indigenous people with fragments of
Piercing verbs that soar
Academic warriors
Cultural knowledge
Through the air indiscriminately
Giving out total advice
Until some random target
The generation gap is wider than before
On what it means
Is hit with the ironic notion
Those
who came before us refuse to
To be a real Indian
That we can become better Indians
Pass
down
the torch
By attending a European styled school
In
front
of
everyone
is projected a
Indians that can speak only English
With a European styled curriculum
United
front
Wear the finest cowboy boots
Perfecting the English language
But behind the scenes
Stink up the best leather garments
While forgetting our own
It’s
bickering and in-fighting
Bought from the best,
And finally receive your Ph.D. in A.I.S.
And
forget it’s that torch of passion
White vendor at the latest
That certifies we are modern day “Indian DocWe
should
be lighting
Corporate sponsored pow-wow
tors”
Complete with face painting
Corporate
Carnival rides and corn dogs
Corporate.
Scholarly
Scholarly.
Academic warriors
“Come one, come all! You too can be a
Academic warriors.
weekend Indian, just like us! Just make sure
We need to realize
you bring enough cash and credit cards
We are supposed spiritual warriors
We’re
still in occupied territory
since we have no choice but to pawn
Sanctified by God to preach De-colonization
And
there
is no time to be regal
off our culture!!”
But don’t realize it is the same as bloody revolution
But it seems that sometimes,
Corporate.
So we lock ourselves, safely, inside the
Paychecks
and egos
Scholarly.
Halls of Academia
Come
way
before the people
Academic warriors.
Detaching ourselves from those we speak of
While massaging each others ego’s and orgasm
Who eat fast food
at
That no longer
The sight of our own degree’s
Runs fast from us anymore
Degrees that are tacked on the wall
Instead we are reliant upon
Right next to the picture of Sitting Bull that’s
The twenty-dollar bill
Right next to all the Indian books, that’s
Imprinted with the face of Andrew Jackson
Right next to the Fuck Columbus Day poster,
To make our purchase
that’s
Of a super sized combo
Right next to the famous spiritual quote from
From some evil food corporation
some famous chief, that’s
Right next to the I love Indian people poster,
After all these years
which is
We are still at Jackson’s mercy!
Right next to the picture of my white spouse.

Corporate.
Scholarly.
Academic warriors
Dropping the hatchet and
The lance in order to
Pick up the pen

Corporate.
Scholarly.
Academic warriors.
We can organize dissertations
Essays and 30 page papers

Art: “Warrior Head,” Karoniénhawe Diabo, Kanien:kehaka
(Mohawk), Bear Clan, Kahnawake
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indigenous
contemplation
DUSTIN “OLD MAN” RIVERS, SKWXWU7MESH-ULH STELMEXW
DO IT YOURSELF, the magazine says. We’ve been conditioned to believe that through complaining, condemning and
criticizing; we can accomplish the things we want. We also
believe being a victim will be a successful attitude. There are
no victims; we can all make choices. So when faced with the
question of how to “Do It Yourself,” what is there that we can
do both individually and as a community? Now on contemplating how to do it myself, I thought about contemplation.
To think and feeling a question to answer. My ancestors, and
possibly yours, would travel into the mountains, fast, bathe
and train to solve hard questions to help the people. Through
this sacrice great achievements we’re made. We may not
have the same foundation as our ancestors, but we do have
the spirit. With that, I stumbled and twisted this idea. This is
not my original idea, but nothing is original. Everything has
been done at one time or another; we just change it a little bit.
The Idea!
Write down 100 questions. Any question you can think of.
From “Why is the sky blue?” to “What would I be if I wasn’t
afraid?” Then once you’ve nished your one hundredth question, nd the top ten questions that jump out at you. The ones
that really move you. Take those top questions and then order
them into a group of ten with the rst being the question that
screams at you the most. Once you have that complete, write
that question on a piece of paper, then go somewhere you
feel most comfortable. Under a cedar tree or in a nice bath
with candles. Sit there and look at the question till you come
up with an answer.
Here are my top ve. Visit http://liberatedyet.blogspot.com for
all 100 and what I have written on this idea. This isn’t meant
to preach, or lecture someone about doing it yourself, but
rather opening a dialogue with yourself.
1. What needs to happen for me to change my
life?
Changing your life happening only through and because one
person... ME. Only I can change my life and I can make the
choices to promote, create, and allow the things I want in
my life that help me get more of what I want. To know what
needs to happen to change my life, I have to act different.
If I do what I’ve always done, I’ll get what I’ve always got. If
I’m doing something that doesn’t work, I should act different,
break down the walls, and get out of my comfort zone. What
doesn’t work for me is criticizing, condemning and complaining. It doesn’t help me get what I want. I also have these xed
beliefs, these lies, that I tell myself in my mind that I believe
are true. “You are not good enough.” “People don’t love you.”
“You don’t love,” and many more. Every day, I will take one
of those tapes, and beat the hell out of it. Just get rid of these
tapes. And it’s through this pride, this condence, this love,
this energy, this determination that I will be able to accomplish the things I want in life. A healthy lifestyle, a strong family, a powerful community. And all that good stuff.
2. What do I need to change about me?
Change is a law. Change happens everywhere. It really comes
down to what works in my life, and what does not work in my
life. Once I answer those questions and understand them, I
can begin to change the way I approach life. Communicating,
working, learning, loving, and all that other good stuff. The
things that need to change so I can live by example. “You
must be the change you wish to see in the world.” - Gandhi
12

(continues in sidebar, opposite page)

Times have changed,
and so have our people.
During pre-colonial times,
native people from across
Turtle Island were free and
prosperous. In the east, since time
immemorial, the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy were in control of nearly half of what is today known as New
York State and up into Canada. Under the Constitution of the Great Peace
our people governed our affairs in a truly
democratic manner. Though the westernthinking people will give credit to Greece
with creating the first democratic society. They were not. Greece saw
its women as second-class citizens, and many owned slaves, which
is not a democracy. The Haudenosaunee Confederacy gave much
power to the women of the nations who were equal to men. In many
ways, our women were even more influential and authoritative than
men. Historically, the people of the Confederacy dealt with the British and American governments on a political level as recognized nations. Throughout the warfare and political maneuvering of the Europeans, our people never gave up our rights as a free people, and this
still holds true today.
The reason I give this short history is to show the fact that our people have prospered, as we already well know. Across the land native
people have experienced hardships, tragedies and lies. We are aware
of the residential schools and the impact it had on our people. We
are aware of the many different and subtle assimilation tactics that are
going on.
Now we are in the year 2006, and times have indeed changed, and
yes, so have our people. Throughout history, western powers did their
best to get rid of us. Yet in all their attempts they have been unsuccessful, for there are still many who hold true to their original beliefs
and way of thinking. Yet herein lays the present problem, choice.
The choice of whether or not we want to hold onto our original way
of thinking and living, or if we want to chose to leave our ways behind
and join the western thinking completely. Knowing why you make
that choice is up to you. Know that yes there are scars that have been
passed down to our generation, but we do not need to keep carrying those hurts. If we allow the negatives that have happened to our
people stop us, then we are giving into what the original plan has been
all along: to make us an extinct people. A people who are complacent, and who do not care about themselves or the land that we live

You have a choice, you
take the blue pill or
you take the red pill
WORDS: KANEN’TÓ:KON HEMLOCK, KANIEN’KEHÁ:KA
(MOHAWK), KAHNAWÁ:KE
ART: THERESA STEVENSON, CREE

on. Because if you have a negative attitude toward your ways, language,
people, and land, then you have a negative attitude toward yourself.
Our people cannot stand up and declare themselves a free and independent people as long as we carry shame of who we are. We must believe that it is beneficial to our people that we carry ourselves as nations,
sovereign and proud. Because the main idea behind the assimilation
process was that if you could not kill the Indian physically, then kill the
Indian within him. Has this happened?
If the answer is no, and if there is but an ounce in your heart telling
you that something is missing, then by all means grab onto it. For those
who have been raised traditionally, and who still carry the knowledge
and pride of our people, then know that there is a job that you carry
as well. Keeping something alive means passing it on to our children
but also to those around us. To those who have not been raised, it is
never too late.
In the story of the Great Law, it says that the first nation the Peacemaker
came to was the Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk) Nation. When he arrived,
our people were at war with one another. We were a cannibalistic,
incestuous people, who did not carry on the old ways anymore. We
were in deep turmoil. The Peacemaker came with an offer, a message:
To change our way of living to better ourselves and to ensure that we
continue living so that future generations will have something. It was an
offer; it was not forced upon us. Our people needed to be convinced
that our lives would be changed for the better should we accept. The
Peacemaker was tested, and our people picked up the message of the
Great Law.
The morals in this portion of the story are many, but the one I want to
focus on is the fact that the Peacemaker approached the sickest, most
sadistic men in the village, and offered them a better life, a healthier
life. These men were not infants, they were not teenagers, these were
men who were already fully-grown, who had lived this way of life for
years and years. Yet they looked at themselves and the state in which
their people were in, and decided to make a positive change.
One should not be ashamed to begin learning about who they are.
They should not allow the walls that have been constructed mentally
and emotionally to make us say “well, I wasn’t raised in my traditional
ways.”
Like I said earlier, if you were raised with your traditional teachings,
then help those who want to learn. Only when our people stand together, proud and aware, will we be a strong people.
Educate yourself about who you are. What roles the women played
in your traditional way of life, by holding our women up high once
(continued on page 14)

3. What would
happen if I wasn’t
afraid?
I remember not too long
ago there was some seriously bad violence going
on in the community.
Our people hurting our
people. The reasons behind go and vary, but the
reaction doesn’t change.
Time and time again,
drugs, alcohol, violence
Dustin Rivers
and all these other “wonderful” things go on in our communities, but very little action, and not as many leaders step out to
create a difference. It was that fear that people were afraid to
step out of their comfort zone, and start speaking up. To start
saying “This is wrong. This should not be happening. Let’s do
something about it.” If I or any of us is not afraid, then maybe
we would have the strength to speak out to create change
with the people.
4. What is humility?
Sometimes we come across these important words. Words
like “freedom,” “love” and “happiness” that have a basic denition, but different meaning. Different people have a basic
understanding of love, but they show and act that love in very
different ways. I think “humility” is the same way. How humility is acted on is different. Humbleness is an ancient value.
To be modest about one’s own ability. But shrinking myself
so others can feel comfortable about themselves does not
come across as humility. But as my grandmother said to me,
“Nobility don’t go around saying they are noble. People know
they are noble. You never see the Queen going around saying
she’s the Queen. People know she’s the Queen.” (Chiefs:
take notes.)
5. What am I afraid of?
This one I’m going to quote Marianne Williamson. It exactly
illustrates and articulates my own feeling.
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest
fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light,
not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves,
Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your
playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing
enlightened about shrinking so that other people won’t feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as children do.
We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within
us. It is not just in some of us; it is in everyone. And as we
let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own
fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”
- Marianne Williamson

Dustin “Old Man” Rivers is seventeen years old, Skwxwu7mesh-ulh
stelmexw, from xwemelchstn (of the Coast Salish Peoples). He is a
regular contributor to Redwire Magazine. You can find out more
about Dustin on his online blogspot: ww.mythoughtsandvoice.
blogspot.com
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(continued from page 13)
again, not in the western thinking ways that see women as objects. Educate yourself on what roles your warriors and chiefs played, as it will give
you guidance and discipline in life. Educate yourself on what your connection is to the earth and the natural world around us, because it too is
not an object, but a living breathing force that has sustained our people
since the beginning of time.
Know that our people are politically and spiritually mature, and that there
is a long-standing history in these areas. The knowledge is there, and the
only way it will continue is if we as a people continue to carry it. The past
generations have fought and survived to ensure that we would be here
today. Now it is our turn to decide; what will we pass onto this next generation? What legacy shall we leave? Shall we be known as the generation
that gave up? Who allowed our language and ways to fade away out of
memory?
Well, therein is the choice.

Concerning Warriors
The term “Warrior Society” is relatively new idea. It emerged in the eastern
Kanien’kehá:ka nations of Kahnawá:ke and Ahkwesasne during the 1960’s. It
began with the young men of the communities who were taking a more active
role in the political field. These young men were not only educating themselves
in our traditional ways, but were also learning our history and were standing up
against outside oppressors.
Before becoming a recognized Society within the longhouse, the men
had to first be sanctioned by the people. A traditional council was held,
and the people of the longhouse decided that it was indeed a positive idea
and would benefit the people. Though it was the young men who first
formed this society, it was the elders who instilled the traditional ideals
and foundation that was important into these young warriors.

As was already mentioned, “Warrior Societies” are relatively new. Before
the formation of this society, warriors were a regular, active part of our
traditional life. For the Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk), all men are born as
warriors. It is the duties of the men to uphold peace within the nation,
and to ensure that should any outside aggressors come to disturb that
peace, they are to protect their nation, family, and land. The duties of
the men do not stop there; they also have the responsibility to provide
for their families, and to teach the young men to become self-disciplined,
strong-minded, and to always love their family and nation. The reason
being is that warriors are answerable to their families and nations, for that
is whom the warrior protects.
These are some of the traditional aspects to what a warrior is, these ideals
still apply today, but the idea of a warrior has slightly changed in contemporary times.
Today, not everyone is born a warrior; one has to first prove that he is
serious and committed to the warrior lifestyle before being recognized
as one. There are many distractions in life that can pull a person off the
warrior’s path. Drugs and alcohol are the most serious. These vices do
nothing to strengthen our people. They have not been made to support
our people, and history has proven this. They are considered in the Great
Law of Peace to be Mind Changers, which is what our people in the east
were warned to be careful of even before the coming of the Europeans.
It is vital today for Native people across Turtle Island to begin revitalizing
traditional warrior teachings. The spiritual foundation is what keeps the
ideals of a warrior alive. It allows that warrior to know who they are, and
what they are fighting for. Knowing where one came from will help guide
them in where they are going.
Knowing what part the warriors played in your respective nations is important, because that is who you will be serving. Having a strong founda-

SELF-SUFFICIENCY:
The Key to Sovereignty and Survival
JANICE BILLY AND SECWEPEMC NYM
We are born into a world of colonized thinkers, born into a time we did
not choose... Born Secwepemc today, I show the symbol of assimilation and shed the light of our unwritten history. If I do not stand and
ght against this war of genocide... history’s words will speak: “The
Secwepemc are extinct.”
Self-sufciency is the ability to provide for ourselves basic necessities such as food and shelter, and is the basis of independence and
sovereignty. How long ago did this exist, when our people were truly
self-sufcient?
When most of us think of self-sufciency, we envision the time that our
people lived free on the land, without social housing, without welfare,
and without corporate food production. These are the times when our
people helped each other and worked together for the common good to
ensure everyone in the community was taken care of.
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Today, the colonial system would have us believe that all this has been
lost, that we have no choice but to conform to its system. In reality,
this knowledge still remains in the living memories of our elders. In
fact, it was not until the 1960’s that our people became dependent on
welfare and government programs. These programs were imposed as
a strategy to destroy our self-sufciency and community, which broke
down the real value system of our people.
We must realize that as long as we remain content and “happy”
trapped on these little Indian reserves, plagued by dependence on
government handouts, they will have conquered us and we will lose all.
Our survival and our sovereignty depends on our ability to be self-sufcient people once again.
SEEDS OF SURVIVAL
Today, corporations control the production and distribution of food. In
this market-based economy, health is of no concern when it comes to

tion will help guide you along your path. It is also vitally important to
begin to see warriors taking their places again because since the arrival
of the Europeans, it has been our warriors who have protected the nations. For the Kanien’kehá:ka, warriors are not a political organization.
They are apart of the nation itself; the political aspects of things are left
in the hands of the leaders of the nation. Again, this would be up to you
to find out what role your warriors played within your nations. It should
also be noted that our warriors are proud people, but not arrogant or
bigheaded.
To quote Malcolm X, “it is criminal to teach a man not to defend himself
when he is the constant victim of brutal attacks.”
This holds true for our people. We must stand up and take our places
on this land. It is our inherent right to protect it and our people. Our
warriors should be self-disciplined and strong-minded. They should have
the spiritual and political foundation to help drive us. It is important that
we do this as a people because it is collectively that we are strong. It is collectively that we are able to stand up and push
for what is just and right.

aware of the things that are going on around you.
Self-discipline. This becomes easier when a group of people come together to follow the same way of life, and who help keep each other on
that path.
A strong mind. That which will benefit the collective greatly. Having one
intelligent person among many is much more effective than having none
at all. Yet a strong mind does not stop at mere intelligence. It goes handin-hand with being self-disciplined. It is important to make all of our warriors intelligent and strong-minded men.
The revitalization of warrior societies will only help strengthen our people and nations. It will provide a place for our men to train themselves,
and to become proud members of their nations.
It is never too late to decide to live the life of a warrior, and the sooner
one makes that choice, the better.

Today it is about making the choice whether
or not you will live the life of a warrior. Know
that if you do make this choice, there are duties and responsibilities that follow it. Being a
warrior is not a weekend deal or a monthly
deal. Being a warrior is a way of life. Being
a warrior is following a path that does not include drinking or drugs. These things only
weaken the mind. It is a path that includes
learning what there is about your traditional
way of life and teaching it to others; to stand
up to protect our people and land. To provide for your families and nations, and to be

Art: Josue Bustos, of the Purepecha people

prots. This is evident in what we see on grocery store shelves: genetically-modied, chemically-sprayed, and factory-processed foods.
By planting and growing our own food, we can achieve self-sufciency
and control of our own health and well-being. Beginning in the spring
of 2002, we took the rst steps towards self-sufcient food production
by planting a Community Garden. This garden contains all organic vegetables, including squash, corn, beans, peas, beets, peppers, potatoes,
and carrots.
Work in the garden is ongoing, for example: weeding and watering
needs to be done every few days. Through this work we build respect
for each other, pride, and dignity, while working for a common good.

tral territories. Land is the basis of our survival and our future generations.
By accepting the connes of the reservation system, we leave the great
bulk of our territories vulnerable and defenseless in the face of ongoing
environmental destruction. IF WE DO NOTHING, FUTURE GENERATIONS
WILL BE LEFT WITH NOTHING. If we ignore the urgency to protect what
we have left, our children will be left with scarred mountains, toxic
water, massacred forests, and extinct animals, medicines, and plants.
It is only by re-asserting and maintaining a presence throughout our
territories that we can begin to defend them. Establishing camps and
constructing homes outside of the government-controlled reservations
are the rst steps towards freedom.

STRUCTURES OF SOVEREIGNTY
The great importance of our existence, the very essence of our identity,
all relies on the land and our ability to preserve and protect our ances-

If anyone would like to volunteer or contribute, of if you require assistance initiating construction, call Janice Billy at 250-679-3295 or email
jrbilly@mail.ocis.net or nymcommunications@hotmail.com.
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t h e S ig n a l s
for C h a n g e
Solomon Cyr

When the life and the light of dignity is denied,
and when justice is overlooked, and when equality
is only granted by assimilation, and when demoralization
is the only gift that is given in return for all that we gave,
and when our autonomy has been compromised,
and when our value system has been
overlooked and despised, and our
humanity is debased, and when we are
governed by the tyranny of the foreign majority,
and when the fiduciary obligation becomes undignified charity,
and when the paradigms are devised to ensure our destruction,
then we know that the fight to survive has begun!
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REDWIRE

DENNIS SADDLEMAN
Redwire

It sounds like Indian telephone
Indian Communication
Redwire, electric power
Redwire electric medicine wheel like
Redwire and blackwire
Redwire and whitewire
Redwire and yellowwire
Redwire you make me think of a my car battery
Redwire for positive
Blackwire for negative
Redwire you have the power
Hook up the Redwire to your voice
Hook up the Redwire to your spirits and
you’ll be powerful Indians
Redwire look beyond your window
See the old people
See the Grandmothers and Grandfathers
See the Mothers and Fathers
They all have connection to identity
They all have connection to empowerment and
They all have connection to Redwire
Dear Redwire
Above, there’s a few positive words for you. Keep up
the good work with your magazine. For every youth
in Indian country, it’s important to know who you
are and where you come from. Think positive of your
traditions and rituals. Develop a desire to know your
language. For every youth out there, I have you in
my prayers. When the old people are called to the
next world, we have to pass the torch to the young
people. I pray the young people will stay strong and
soon, you will be the Land Keepers.
In my homeland, my people, they call me Word
Warrior. I am from the Interior. I live in the rolling
hills, My people say, I am a teacher and a healer
and I say keep well, keep strong and be who you
are… you are beautiful young people.
Word Warrior, Dennis Saddleman

Above: Sarah Horan, Metis

Thank you Melina for sharing a year with us.
You saw us through some crazy times while
we got our balance, made lots of mistakes,
and came out soaring. I don’t think I could
have done it without your support, and love
and laughter. Good luck in the real world,
you’ll need it! I’ve heard peeps are crazy
out there...
From inside the RW bubble
Marika

Below: Theresa Stevenson, Cree

Something not titled

VINA BROWN, AHOUSAHT

Prepare for the future but make note of the past.
Because walking in the white world will make you forget fast.
Always keep that spirit of fight close to your heart.
Your mind will rot corruption and your physical insides tear apart.
Keep your own opinion cause a Canadian Government can never be honest.
The white government always fails to deliver what they promise.
They’re as pure as an eagle feather blackened by an oil spill.
The government is psychotically racist and lives to kill.
In the empty belly of the societal beast their greed for our spiritual essence will
never fulfill.
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SO THAT WE MAY UNPLUG OUR PEOPLES
FROM THIS COLONIAL MATRIX
WORDS & PHOTOS:
CHRIS STANDING, DAKOTA/NEHIYAW, BEARDY’S & OKEMASIS WILLOW CREE
My name is Sunka Wakan num obnajin
(Stands with Two Horses). My colonial name
is Christopher Tyrell Standing. Some people
call me Warriorface. I was born in Saskatoon
and am 21 years old, from two nations: Dakota/Nehiyaw from the Wahpeton Dakota Nation, and Beardy’s & Okemasis Willow Cree. I
have five sisters and two brothers and am pursuing my Bachelor of Arts in Native Studies at
the University of Saskatchewan. I am a casual
youth support worker at the Saskatoon Tribal
Council Safe House and live a non-drinking,
non-smoking, and non-drug using lifestyle
complete with Sundancing, sweat lodges, and
powwows throughout the year. I would like to
say it is an honour to write for Redwire.
The Indigenous Leadership Forum (ILF) was
an intensive summer workshop, hosted by the
University of Victoria Indigenous Governance
Program (IGOV). Between June 5th and 16th,
2006, 42 people who are community leaders
and activists from across Turtle Island committed themselves to developing alternatives
for political organizing by rejecting current
co-optive, state-sponsored approaches and
to embrace our true identities as Indigenous
peoples. We are dedicated to protecting our
peoples, homelands, advancing local struggles
and working together regionally and nationally.
www.stoptheviolencencn.org
I had the opportunity to meet young academics from the UVic IGOV program, activists,
warriors, young leaders, and sudden opportunities to help in the current struggles with the
Warrior Alliance. I made some good friends
and eventually became a host to Wasase
members who will come to Saskatoon, where
this kind of work is much needed. After the
ILF, it was very tough to depart and come
back home to the prairies where very few
people talk about the things we discussed in
Victoria. Saskatchewan can be very lonely for
developing intellectual and political movement
in resistance, land rights, and language-preservationist people like myself.
It was not too long after that I participated
in our first activity with Wasase. This event
opened up an Indigenous people’s forum
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Vancouver, July 11th and 12th, 2006. I flew to
Vancouver and participated in a talk given by
Wasase members Dave Dennis and Taiaiake
Alfred. They spoke of how band councils have
become predominantly corrupted and divided
from our people while living under Indian Act
governance. The band councils, we stated,
administer poverty to our people, and INAC
is becoming less accountable to the Original
People’s interests. Dennis and Alfred talked
about alternatives to the chief and council
system by returning to traditional governance
forms. The AFN and its “chiefs” do not speak
for our people, they are accountable to Indian
Affairs. Wasase aims to reject the authority of
the AFN, other national aboriginal organizations, and the illegitimacy of the Indian Act. It
is time to rebel against this colonial system and
its leaders. Wasase would like all to join us so
that our people and the land may survive.
Following my traditions, I invited Phil Fontaine
to see what we had to say by shaking his hand
and presenting an offering. Despite this, we
saw no support from this AFN representative
who claimed, just after winning the national
election, on APTN and national news, the
need to address youth and the nations with
support and respect. What a predictable farce!
As a result of our first exercise with Wasase, it
was not too long after the AFN assembly that I
was motivated to accompany Sakej (a Wasase
member) to help out at Mato Paha: Bear Butte
for the Summit of Indigenous Nations hosted
by the Great Sioux Nations of the 1868 Fort
Laramie Territory (www.bringbacktheway.
com). As a Dakota person and someone who
holds strong spiritual teachings, I felt adamant
to go to Bear Butte, which is very special and
sacred to my people. It was here that I have
gone to ceremonies and rites of passage. In
preparation, I did some training with Sakej and
members from the Native Youth Movement.
This was my first mission with the Indigenous
Warrior Alliance, which assists and is affiliated with movements such as the Western
Shoshone Defense Project, Save the Peaks,
and the Six Nations Land Reclamation, just to
name a few.
I learned that in the spring of 2006 the Lakota

people asked key members of the Warrior
Alliance to participate in a campaign to protect
Mato Paha: Bear Butte, South Dakota. These
key members had made a “personal commitment to go there and provide assistance and
support in whatever way they could. Following
the Warrior Alliance’s security operation in Six Nations, the key members brought the matter before
the Warrior Alliance. They decided to deploy a
security force to assist the Lakota people in the
protection campaign.” – Sakej Ward, myself and
others.
I believe very strongly that defending our sacred
sites is necessary, just as much as anything else we
defend as Indigenous peoples. I have fasted before
on Mato Paha, and it was something I won’t forget.
Bear Butte is a place where many heroes like Crazy
Horse, Sitting Bull and Fools Crow fasted when
they were young. Just to get the chance to pray
where my ancestors prayed was a dream come true.
As a Dakota, I am a part of the Oceti Sakowin
(Seven Council Fires) of the Dakota/Lakota/Nakota Nations. The Black Hills is where my people
originated from and where we got the sacred pipe
from the White Buffalo Calf Woman. So, naturally, I am drawn to the Black Hills, as the Lakota
are our relatives.
We all knew the odds and risks we were taking.
For example, we faced 500,000 bikers, local police,
state police, FBI, the National Guard and the Department of Homeland Security. But as Trungpa
said, as a Warrior, “true fearlessness is not the
reduction of fear, but beyond fear.” As I agreed to
go on this operation with other warriors, I knew the
risks involved possible injury or death to myself and

others, and risks of doing serious jail time.
In the Dakota way, to become Akicita (Warrior) is
to touch the enemy or to be in direct contact with the
enemy. I wanted to gain my rights as an Akicita. Some
people call me a Warrior or Warriorface, when in fact,
by my own right, I am not a warrior. So in going to Mato
Paha, with all of the risks involved, I wanted to do something great for our people. And if I can return I can share
what things I have seen and experienced and bring them
back to my relatives. To earn the right to be called a Warrior or Akicita, I would be very proud and is something
I would tell my grandchildren. This was the opportunity
that excited me upon our arrival.
In South Dakota, we were met with extremely hot, dry,
windy weather. At one time it was 48 degrees out. We
had a few heat casualties but toughed our way through it.
The camp was called Red Cloud Camp and had a central
camping area for elders, organizers, warriors, cooks, and
supporters. The main organizers of the camp were from
the Defend Bear Butte campaign (www.defendbearbutte.
org). When the Warrior Alliance arrived there was a lot
of work to be done. Operation Bear Butte consisted of
six phases: Security Assessment, Diplomatic Mission,
Camp Security, Training Mission, Escort Mission and
a Ceremonial Support Mission. The Warrior Alliance
experienced that the leadership of an Indigenous Direct
Action campaign can be cautious and controlling at
times. This tends to happen at most actions Warriors get
involved in. So we had to win the leaders over with hard
work, respect and professionalism. Our biggest mission
was to provide security for the camp organizers marching
from Sturgis to Bear Butte. Warrior commanders Poj and
Sakej did a good job planning and training the Warriors
for this mission to protect the protesters. The Warriors
were confronted with a serious security situation. The
threat outnumbered the Indigenous protestors and Warriors by a huge margin. The march was successful, no
one was seriously hurt, and everyone handled the racist
comments respectfully and professionally. The Warriors
did an outstanding job. Lakota people and little kids now
want to be Warriors to protect their people. This made
all of the Warriors very proud, and something we won’t
forget, as these are friends/comrades we can call on when
we are in a crisis.

Below: “My Grandfather,” Julian Wade Scout, Blood Nation

Now that the unforgettable spring and summer has
passed, it’s time to bring what I’ve learned from the
people I’ve met, and apply it in Saskatchewan so that we
may unplug our peoples from this colonial matrix.
Wasase Movement (www.wasase.org) - “Coming to the
Prairies.” The struggle is growing.
This will take place during two major political events: the
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations elections
and the Saskatoon civic election. The Wasase event in
Saskatoon will be right in the thick of a political environment. We hope to gather with people who question those
political bodies that do not represent our true identities
and traditional values.
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Photo: Natalie Streit, Metis

SEW YOU RSEL F
BACK TOG ET H E R
My name is Jessica Simpson (for real). Currently, I work with a group Initially, our group formed as an opposition to the proposed Mackenzie
called the Arctic Indigenous Youth Alliance. We are a bunch of people, Gas Project (MGP). In June 2003, youth from across the NWT gathmostly chicks, from the Western Arctic/Northwest Territories who de- ered in Wha Ti, Denendeh (traditional name for the Dene region of the
mand human rights and sustainable communities. We work to strength- Northwest Territories). Youth became inspired from the stories of our
en, honor and protect our heritage, which is rooted in the inseparable Elders, the stories of our history and traditional ways. We became inhealth of our people and our land. Our actions connect the
spired by the stories from people of other Nations. We also
wisdom of our elders with the vision of new leaders for our JESSICA SIMPSON became inspired by stories of hardship, spirituality, identity,
survival and that of future generations. I do what I do for the
environment, and life.
people that really want to say something, but can’t. I do it for the people
that don’t even realize what they want to do yet.
In discussing the MGP, we were surprised and shocked by the things
we learned. We learned that none of us knew anything about it, which
Some of our goals are to: Educate our communities on culture, the real- is ridiculous because this is a serious topic that could have some serious
ity of the proposed economic development for the North (such as the repercussions for our land, its people and the world.
Mackenzie Gas Project), and what the alternatives are to these proposed
“economic developments.” We want to initiate projects that are based The NWT is one of the last frontiers as one of the last places for resource
on renewable energy, sustainable economic development and cultural extraction and exploitation. We are rich with minerals and oil and gas.
This proposed MGP is just one of many resource extraction projects
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that go on in the Northwest Territories, gold being one of the first. As a
result of gold mining, the Yellowknife Dene are battling the urban sprawl
destruction of their traditional territories, as well as arsenic in the air and
water. Diamonds is the latest extraction project and is currently in full
production. However, the MGP is one industry that still has the potential
to be halted. We can learn from other places, like Nigeria, Columbia,
and Alberta about what the effects of oil and gas have been like on the
people. We know that there are alternatives that are better and more
beneficial and that actually compliment our values and philosophies of
what life should be like.
All of these issues are clearly an environmental concern, so I just want to
make clear here that we (my group/friends/organization) are not environmentalists. We see these things that I just mentioned as more than just an
environmental issue, because these things affect every aspect of our lives
and the lives of future generations.
In order for us to see the changes that we want to happen, we need to
walk our prayers. And to do so, we need strong minds and bodies in
order to commit to the actions that will bring about the changes that we
wish to see happen.
However, the thing about our world that makes this battle so difficult
for us is that everything has been ripped to shreds and sewed back together again in all the wrong spots, such as our people who went through
residential schools. Some things seem like they are missing, resulting in
a lot of confusion and lost souls/people. Where I come from, this sort
of confusion and loss means a lot of drugs, alcohol, and abuses of all
sorts because nobody knows where they come from anymore. What is
scary is that many of them don’t even realize it. Some might even go as
far as saying that this sort of loss and confusion even results in industrial
development because people are wanting “things” that don’t comply with
traditional values.
There’s that popular saying: “If you don’t know where you come from,
then how do you know where you’re going?” I believe that in order to
overcome this problem of loss and confusion, we need to get to know
who we are all over again by creating a resurgence in those old ways. Although we may not ever to be able to go back to the old ways of hunting,
fishing and gathering completely, we can still find ways to live by those
ancient philosophies.
Art: Bracken Hanuse Corlett, Wuikinuxv/Klahoose

So, if there are so many lost and confused people out there, then how do
we fill in those missing pieces? Personally, I think that I have managed to
find a sense of who I am by going back to my roots as a Tlicho. By doing
what I was taught as a young child, such as listening to my Elders, by finding the beauty and the value that are intertwined together in a landscape
I hated growing up in. I “searched” for my voice in the books I read, in
the history I studied, keeping in touch with my Dad, keeping in touch
with my extended family members, by learning and practicing some of
the customs and traditions that my father grew up with, and by being
interested in the social issues of where I am from—and there are a lot. I
think that this is what it means me to be “indigenous.” Essentially, being
Indigenous is embracing your land, heritage and spirituality.
As Indigenous peoples, we know the colors and shapes of our land, the
taste of our food, and the sounds of our language. We know the changes
that have occurred to us and to our land over time. The people who lived
and survived hardships and struggles are our parents, grandparents, and
ancestors.
What I think ALL young peoples of today (including you guys) need to
do is go back to your roots, find out where you come from to sew yourself
back together in all the right places and embrace that, because that is who
you are. I encourage you all to do this, especially if you haven’t done so
already. Because knowing who you are will strengthen your spirit, which
will in turn strengthen your mind and your body so that you can do the
things that you want to see happen.
I have to warn you, though, that the battle is never easy and it’s going
to be long because what we are trying to do is shake the psychological
frameworks and spiritual foundations that so many people identify with.
More often than not, it will seem like what we are doing has absolutely no
affect at all. I’ve already mentioned that having a strong spirit is essential
in order to commit ourselves to the battle.
What is also equally necessary and what will ease the pain caused by the
battle is the creation of unity and solidarity on the issue. So going to these
sorts of things where you can teach, learn and network is necessary.
Don’t let nasty stuff like hopelessness or passive adults discourage you
from doing what you do or want to do. Look for the hope that still exists
out there. Although there were many adults who wouldn’t listen to us,
there were a lot of people, like our Elders and other youth, who basically
said that the youth are a voice to be reckoned with, because we are the
ones that are gonna have to live with the decisions that are made by the
people that are in power today.
What I also encourage you to do is to make these issues meaningful to
yourself by getting to know who you are and do things that will empower,
strengthen and heal your people. Educate yourself and unite with your
friends to solidify your beliefs and actions.
Get to know who your Elders are because they have seen and experienced a lot... that is why we listen to them. According to my Elders, our
social and cultural challenges are directly linked to the destruction of our
land. I once heard an elder say: “If you want to heal your people, you
need to heal your land first.” This is what our group has tried to do.
As young people, the words we use are new, but the concepts have been
important to Indigenous people for thousands of years. But what we’ve
managed to do is translate these sacred beliefs into the discourse of sustainability and climate change. These are the things that my group, the
Arctic Indigenous Youth Alliance, advocates for.
Curing the affects of colonization can be simplified. All we need to do is
change one mind at a time and then start all over again; it’s called perseverance.
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Yap, We’re Still Kickin’ It!
FROM THE ARCTIC INDIGENOUS ALLIANCE NEWSLETTER

“MY BELIEF IS THAT IF WE STAND UP FOR WHAT WE WANT, AND DO NOT GIVE UP, WE
MIGHT ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING FOR OURSELVES AND FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR
CHILDREN.” - Charlie Snowshoe, Gwich’in Nation, 1977

In the last year, the Aboriginal Indigenous
Youth Alliance (AIYA) has restructured itself
to make our efforts better and stronger. Although we continue to be a youth-driven and
youth-run organization, the fact of the matter
is: WE ARE GETTING OLDER. So, AIYA
dropped the Y for “youth.”
We have also expanded our mandate to work
better with our communities on issues that we
really care about. Our new mandate is:
• Through the Arctic Indigenous Alliance, the
people of the Western Arctic demand human
rights and sustainable communities.
• The Arctic Indigenous Alliance works to
strengthen, honour and protect our heritage,
which is rooted in the inseparable health of
our people and our land.
• The Arctic Indigenous Alliance‘s actions
connect the wisdom of our elders with the vision of new leaders for our survival and that of
future generations.
Our new goals are to:
1: Educate our communities on the things that
affect us, such as our culture, the proposed
northern development, and alternatives.
2: Initiate projects that comply with our
traditional indigenous philosophies, such as
renewable energy, economic development,
and cultural revival.
Thangs that AIA wants to do in the next year!!!
• A 2007 Youth Summit in Tuktoyaktuk, NT,
where we will honour our cultures by learning
about sustainable community development
and renewable energy.
• Community greenhouses for community
self-sufficiency and reducing food transportation. Together we can make eating less
expensive.
• Youth Leadership Camps: land-based cultural education and skillz.
Mackenzie Valley Gas Project.
As you probably know, this is a megaproject
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that will run up and down the Mackenzie Valley—1200 km from Inuvik to Alberta. Right
now, there are hearings that are going on in
our communities to decide whether or not this
gas project is a good idea.
There are two sets of hearings. One is by the
National Energy Board, and the other is the
Joint Review Panel. The National Energy
Board is the board that will decide whether
or not the project is a good idea. The Joint
Review Panel, at the end of their hearings,
will make a recommendation to the National
Energy Board as to whether not they think that
the Project is a good idea.
The Arctic Indigenous Alliance is involved in
both of these hearings and we are speaking on
behalf of you guys, so we need your feedback
and input. Already we have submitted information on the feedback that we have received
from our youth summits, our tour through
the Beaufort-Delta, and on a workshop that
we conducted last summer on the socio-cul-

tural impacts on youth of the Mackenzie Gas
Project. At this workshop, a youth commented
that the acquired skills could be transferable
to other jobs, but they are concerned that the
earned money will be spent on drugs and alcohol. Some of them also thought that they are
being discouraged from finishing high school
and that the gas project representatives should
not be making those types of statements.
If you would like to make a presentation to
either the National Energy, or the Joint Review
panel, or would just like more information,
please call or e-mail us. We can also help you
with research and your presentation.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Arctic Indigenous Alliance
PO BOX 7
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N1
867-873-4715
arcticindigenousalliance@yahoo.ca
Native Youth Movement photograph

POOR LIFE OF DISMAY
A PERFORMANCE BY SKEENA REECE, ROGER CRAIT AND JACKSON 2BEARS
October 26, 2006
grunt gallery
www.grunt.bc.ca
RIEL MANYWOUNDS, TSUU T’INA

Skeena Reece (standing) performing her piece “Out Of Consent”

The crowd that night was high with anticipation. As was my own excitement. For this multimedia performance was my first ever review assignment for Redwire. The lights went down and the introduction described
the artists as “Intense and Harsh.” Only after did I realize how she
couldn’t have been more precise.
Skeena Reece as the first to take stage. This 32 year old womyn of
Tsimshian, Gitksan and Cree descent has quite the reputation for
pushing the limits in any one of the number of talents she mixes about
in both the arts and media. There on stage sat a single chair with some
ropes and wrist restraints beside it. In she walked, from behind us,
naked and silent. And I cheered on in silence, with a strong sense of
solidarity, as she walked around through the crowd unashamed and
proud. Her passion for performance was indeed felt in those beginning
moments. Once on stage she examined herself in a mirror from front
to back, smiling with confidence. She showed the audience themselves
holding the mirror towards us. Joined on stage by her Dominant, she
was assisted in dressing up in bondage gear complete with head dress,
knee high stockings and heals. In these moments I couldn’t help but
notice her anxiety show face as each article of clothing was tightly fitted.
Sitting in the chair she was then tied with the ropes limb by limb and
tightly around her neck. Her nervous face and submissiveness clashed
as did the symbolic scene of a Native being tied down by a White
person with white ropes. Then, when all the ropes were used up, it went
silent again. She began singing a song using only her vocals, about being
thrown about in a white, money hungry, egotistical world.
‘Take my soul from your money hand... Who do we turn to when
the money is gone?...” And she ended it with a strong, “I’m tired. I’m
tired, so tired.” The tightly bound ropes were cut with a knife and she
got up and took off all the gear. Relieved and calm, she stands naked
again. The performance ended with her wrapping herself (her naked
reclaimed soul) up in a woven blanket. I believe I was the first to start
applauding.
The next artist to take stage was Roger Crait from Winnipeg, Manitoba, which Is now the city with the largest population of Aboriginals in
Canada. I only just read the program and it said that it was Crait’s first
performance as an artist. I still can barely believe it. The unexpected
way he grabs hold of your emotions during his performance was so
exhilarating that all I could do was sit still and stunned. I held my breath
at times out of respect to remain in complete silence. I wanted to fully
capture and hear everything he had to say in his spoken word piece.
“Resources drank... Screaming babies... Anger! Dismay. What’s wrong
with me? What’s wrong with the world?! Sobbing & crying, I feel
like dying... Tokenism. Assimilation. Extreme anger... My poor life of
Dismay.” Pacing back and forth through his messy room, drinking heavily, smashing bottles against his walls, and crying out for answers. The
amount of anguish, struggle, and suffering he was able to portray in this
intense short piece still torments me. I think we all can relate
with the pain of being born and raised in this problematic, greedy and
mostly racist society. To no end but his own ended this performance.
The true harshness of it all seemed so eerie. For it was all too fitting in
his world portrayed on stage. Which was filled with hopelessness and

the inevitability of doom. Once again, I can remember how I was the
first to start applauding. From his sadness I left that night recharged with
emotion and anger towards the oppressors! Well done.
There isn’t much at all I can quote on in review of Jackson 2Bears performance, mostly because I too overwhelmed with a sensory overload
to jot any notes down. I didn’t want to miss a thing. This Kanien’kehaka
(Mohawk) multimedia artist, who’s currently also a Ph.D. student at
the University of Victoria, works collaboratively with both video image
and the electronic beats he creates simultaneously upon his laptop and
the two turntables that surround him. One can only open their eyes
wide and watch through. Bear witness to the first sight of this exciting
and subversive next level art. Visually, he compiled clips of scenes from
old western movies and cartoons which portray stereotypes of ‘Savage
Indians,’ which for us natives, were plenty ridiculous to make everyone
in the audience laugh out loud. As well as intense footage from the barricades of the Six Nation Reclamation which seemed to light small fires
under everyone’s asses and the laughter soon changed to warrior cries
and yelling. The Canadian flag visuals mixed in and out with deep rich
colored fire and repetition sayings mixed beautifully with his well-produced beats. Musically, it was an array of trip-hop, drum n bass, jungle,
to the ever trusted 4/4 techno beats. The whole performance must have
lasted well over 10 minutes and at the end of it, I felt exhausted like I
just got off one of those virtual rides at some theme park/video game
expo. Only this ‘ride’ restored pride, lit my senses awake, enthralled my
emotion and I’ve never felt luckier to have witnessed such meticulously
produced and wholeheartedly composed art.
This ground breaking night of performance is one I can never forget
and thanks to these three talented artists, I have finally seen GOOD
performance art with meaning and reason.
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The following list has been found to be helpful in liberating the mind of one Indigenous person's
quest for freedom, dignity and truth amidst a colonial world of lies, weakness and silence.
Redwire Decolonization - Vol. 6 Issue 4 July 2004
Shameless plug! Wise Indians said to me: "Redwire is
not being read enough." And it was the damn truth. This
particular issue, which focuses on decolonization, was
one of my personal favorites and probably the most
DIY-relevant issue: "Decolonize your mind, unlearn
learning, honour your ancestors." If you don't have a
copy of this on you, check out our online archives :
www.redwiremag.com/archives.html and just click on
the front cover and any page number above the image.
Articles like ‘Psychological Decolonization,’ ‘Education
or Assimilation?’ and more are Redwire classics!

V for Vendetta (2005)
art - Yuxweluptun
Originally a comic series by
Alan Lynch, was brought to the big screen by the Wachoski Brothers, the same guys who
brought us 4HE -ATRIX series, is loaded with symbols of resistance to oppression. It's a story
of inspiring anarchy when V, a lone guerilla warrior, orchestrates true revolution by fighting
the pigs and destroying the government. A mainstream movie, is easy to find, is
non-Indigenous but is a contagion of radical ideas, spreading the spirit of liberation and
resistance. Viva la Revolucion!
Warrior Publications
Self-published magazines in Coast Salish
Territories ('vancouver, british columbia,
canada'), 7ARRIOR 0UBLICATIONS is revolutionary Indigenous guerilla
media born out of the occupied territories of the northwest coast. The
artist, Zig Zag, from Kwakwaka’wakw territory, weaves together
brilliant artwork that combines northwest coast designs with radical
imagery to compliment a well-developed social and political analysis
on colonization and decolonization. Zig Zag also designed the original
Redwire logo.
The purpose of Warrior Publications is: "To Promote Indigenous
Warrior Culture, Fighting Spirit, & Resistance Movement."

art - Zig Zag

This is the kind of real education that could greatly benefit
Indigenous youth and people seeking meaning in a world of
colonial confusion, conformity and mainstream deception. If
you are lucky enough to come across the hardcopy versions
at occasional Native events or Westcoast Family Nights in
Vancouver, pick it up and read! You won't regret it.
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Contact:

7ARRIOR 0UBLICATIONS HOTMAILCOM

Wii'nimkiikaa: A journal of Revolutionary Indigenous Resistance - itwillbethundering.resist.ca
If you seek real inspiration from knowing what Indigenous youth across the world are doing to resist the dead-end
realities of colonialism, check out this self-published magazine. Again, if you are lucky enough to catch this form of
Indigenous guerilla media at occasional Native events in Vancouver, pick it up and read!
Contact:
wiinimkiikaa@resist.ca
or mail to:
wii'nimkiikaa
P.O. Box 57131
2830 East Hastings Street
Vancouver, BC, V5K 5G6
Aztlan Underground - www.myspace.com/aztlanunderground
Aztlan Underground is a group of revolutionary musicians that fuse together
punk rock, hip hop and Mexika (or Aztec) instruments to convey a message of
liberation for oppressed Indigenous nations. Most people will recognize their
song 'My Blood Is Red' from their $ECOLONIZE album but also check out their
debut, 3UB 6ERSES. They are releasing their latest album soon. Visit their website
www.aztlanunderground.com or their myspace page for more info.
Redwire helped fundraise to bring Aztlan Underground to Coast Salish territory at the “On the Rise” event at the First
Nations Longhouse on the UBC campus in 2004 (that show rocked the nervous academics for sure!). Watch out for
Aztlan Underground to once again arrive in Vancouver in April for Redwire's 10-year anniversary. A soundtrack to a
rioting Indigenous resistance.
The Zapatistas! EZLN, Zapatista National Liberation Army
Learn about the revolutionary Zapatista Indigenous uprising! I first
of all recommend the non-boring documentary 'Zapatista' from the
Big Noize Film Productions. For reading material check out 'Our
Word Is Our Weapon: Selected writings from Subcommandte
Insurgente Marcos." Poetically revolutionary essays, political
communiques, updated beautiful Mayan stories of revolution and
truth, and unforgettable pictures of Zapatista rebellion will give you
a picture of an important "modern revolution" that challenges any
form of oppression where it exists and surges towards a life of
dignity and truth. Highly recommended to help de-program
institutionalized minds that hunger for realness.
Blood in my Eye (1990) by George Jackson
Advanced radical ideas of guerilla warfare,
George Jackson was a fighter and thinker far
ahead of his time. This book was his last and
was completed just a few days before he died in
jail during a failed prison escape attempt.
Conventional book descriptions describe this as
one that
"captures the spirit of George
Jackson's legendary resistance to unbridled
oppression and racism." George Jackson was
an important influence to the Black Liberation
Army and the Black Panther Party.

"270 Years of Resistance" (1994)
Alanis Obomsawin brought us this documentary of 1990
Canadian siege upon the Mohawk people. This was probably
one of the biggest catalysts to radicalize many Native people,
especially amongst our young people. Just feeling the rage,
pride, and inspiration flow through your veins from watching
the resistance of the Mohawk Warriors and the Mohawk Nation
against Canadian soldiers and police forces is something we
all need to see and remember. Now do you want more of your
cousins joining the enemy (the RCMP, the Canadian Forces,
the Canadian state) or do you want to see more of your people
living healthy, dignified lives as warriors fighting to defend their
people? Watch as Mohawk warriors, some armed with nothing
but their fists, fight off and defiantly shame the Canadian army.
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Media from the Mohawk Nation:

Revolutionary Creations - www.revolutionarycreations.com
This Mohawk owned and operated freelance illustration and guerilla graphic
design company is born out of Kahnawake, Mohawk Territory. "Revolutionary
art - Teyowisonte
Creations strives to deliver prolific imagery with a unique style that is nothing
but revolutionary in spirit." Check out the Campaign Gallery for some comic
book designs and check out the Messages from the Commissar for essays like
"Star Wars and the Haudenosaunee," "The Revolution," "The Young People's
Manifesto", among many others by Teyowisonte of Kahnawake, Secretary for
the Kahnawake Mohawk Warrior’s Society.
Contact:
INFO REVOLUTIONARYCREATIONSCOM

art - Teyowisonte

MNN Mohawk Nation News - www.mohawknationnews.com
An online news source that provided very helpful reports in spreading the word
during the Mohawk/Oka Crisis of 1990 as well as the recent and ongoing Six
Nations Land Reclamation. The editor, Kahentinetha Horn is also on the
Kahnawake Elders Council. For those of you who are email news junkies, this
would be perfect for you. Offbeat and up-to-date reporting and commentary on
the Canadian colonization of Indigenous peoples and land as well as
Indigenous resistance to colonial lameness.
art - Teyowisonte

Karoniaktajeh Louis Hall - www.louishall.com
The original modern warrior, Karoniaktajeh gave us artwork
and words of wisdom and truth that helped revive and remind
us of our warrior spirit within us. He was a Kanien’kehaka
(Mohawk) philosopher, artist, writer and warrior who
produced the original Mohawk Warrior Unity flag that many
are aware of especially after the 1990 “Oka Crisis.” Many
Mohawk and Indigenous warriors across the land display the
Warrior Flag as a symbol of our resistance to colonization and
oppression. Karoniaktajeh’s niece maintains a website
(www.louishall.com/index.htm) where she shares some of his
work including the famous “Warrior’s Handbook,” a manual
she describes is “on what Native people should do to develop
self-esteem (and FIGHTING SPIRIT), (true) self-governance,
and self-direction (DIY).”
To order, contact info@louishall.com or mail to:
Rotiskenrakete – Kahnawake Men’s Society
Mohawk Nation Branch Kanien’kehaka A’onakerahsera
P.O. Box 732 Kahnawake Mohawk Territory
Via Quebec, Canada, J0L 1B0
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"MNN Mission: Through daily news and articles to raise
awareness of the sovereignty position of the
Kanienke:haka/Mohawk, in particular:
1. The impossibility of legitimately alienating our
land according to our constitution, the
Kaianereh'ko:wa/Great Law;
2. The original constitutional relationship between
us, the United States and Canada is nation-tonation as governed by the Two Row Wampum
Agreement;
3. Resistance to the illegal misrepresentation of our
people by "foreign" federal, state and provincial
entities and their band, tribal and other
corporations which constitutes genocide
according to international law; and
4. To repudiate all colonial reasoning and practices."

&OR UPDATES AND TO SIGN UP WITH -.. GO TO
www.mohawknationnews.com OR EMAIL
Kahentinetha2@yahoo.com

Reclaim your history from anthropologists and museums!
As a teenager, I was privileged to have access to
'anthropological records' that documented my people's history
throughout the 1800's and 1900's. Once I came across the
written words of my ancestors, I was addicted. I immersed
myself in Adaaxg'm and Maalsg'm Ts'msye'en, learning as
much Tsimshian and true northwest coast history as I could and
I'm still learning. I photocopied as many written stories
("Beynon and Barbeau Files") and genealogy charts as I could
from 'Treaty Offices' as well as university libraries and
distributed them to some of my people who have had their true
history kept from them for a variety of selfish reasons. I shared
them with some of our Sm’gyiget and our elders who know our
history, and double-checked to see what was water-down
disinformation versus what was real knowledge given away to
anthropologists. Those stories though are a source of
inspiration and knowledge of our peoples and we should use it
in rebuilding our nations starting with ourselves. If we truly want
to liberate our peoples, we need all of us to be strong, proud
and knowledgeable in the ways of our warrior ancestors. Take
back control of our lives, our minds, our cultures, and our lands.
Start with knowledge of self.
- dustin@redwiremag.com

art - Zig Zag

EN
GING, INSPIRING, AND
CONNECTINGGAW
ITH NATIVE YOUTH
WANT TO GET PEOPLE ORGANIZED IN YOUR COMMUNITY? WE ASKED
SOME INSPIRATIONAL YOUTH HOW THEY ENGAGE AND ENCOURAGE.
CURTIS CLEARSKY Blackfoot (Blood)/Ojibway (Saulteaux)
Nations, UN Messenger of Truth. Curtis works with urban Indigenous
youth as a freelance advocate and facilitator.
Successful meaningful engagement with Indigenous youth is met
through a youth driven strategy. It is initiated by approaching Indigenous youth through their peers with open healthy communication.
Youth are often not heard and must be listened to. Utilizing Indigenous
traditional teachings of meeting within the sacred circle is an effective
way of organizing and creating a connection with our Indigenous roots.
When we meet within the sacred circle we are equal and we can see
each other. There are many barriers that Indigenous youth face from
travel (bus fare), and food, to childcare. We can alleviate these barriers
by providing accessibility through rides or bus fare to the location of the
engagement, by providing food, and by providing childcare resources
through reimbursement of funds or on site childcare.
BRANDON GABRIEL Sto:lo Nation, Contemporary First Nations
Visual Artist and Community Organizer.
In my experience the best way to get someone to be involved with
the community is to be as accommodating as possible. Whether that
involvement comes from leadership or getting youth participants in a
discussion or forum. It is important that that person knows that you are
going to be the one who will be there to support them when they are
in need, or you will be the one to take responsibility if something goes
wrong. I think another thing to consider is that the people that you are
approaching have had to face many adverse obstacles in their lives to get

to be where they are. You as a facilitator have to understand that you are
a part of the greater picture. How that transcends in the grand scheme
of things only time will tell; however that does not mean one should
get off so easy. As an organizer you are the one with access to more
possibilities for those you represent. For me, if you want community
engagement from me then what you ask of me has to be not of a frivolous nature. I think critically of how this society treats our people. If one
were to step outside the box, or step outside the circle and take a look,
one would see that this is the only place where our people are subject to
Eurocentric ideals and policies. Yes, we can affect change; it is a matter
of our perception that makes all the difference.
ALEYNA MAY STENE Cree/Metis Hip hop organizer and
recording engineer student.
The youth need an advocate to speak for them. I feel that there are a
lot of voices that are either in hiding or too scared to come forward.
I believe they need inspiration. Inspiration can come from peers.
INSPIRATION CAN COME FROM TEARS. Inspiration can come
through mentors, role models, artists, influential artists and elders.
The youth need more positive role models. They also need a release,
they need support, and they need believers. Through so many years of
oppression, it is time for the Indigenous peoples to be heard. Through
expression, whether it be poetry, rhymes, art or opinions. Youth are
the future; we need to open our eyes. We need to work together and
continue on moving forward. The need for more one on one. The need
for more movement. I mean, everybody has to know who we are and
how we are trying to move forward and start from our grassroots. There

Left to right: painting by Brandon Gabriel; Curtis Clearsky performing; Aleyna May Stene.
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is too much stereotyping against the indigenous People of this earth and
not enough understanding. We need to be heard, not misunderstood.
With youth empowerment we can help these kids through discussion
and dialogue. Also letting them know that they are not alone. WE ALL
RELATE THROUGH OUR STRUGGLES. Basically, I feel that the
youth need to be brought forward. That can be done through leaders
and mentors facilitating workshops, of how they got there. Support and
knowledge are key.
Thank u. Peace and hip-hop

In Memoriam

RIEL MANYWOUNDS (below left) Tsuu T’ina (Sarcee) and
Nak’azdli (Carrier) Nations, Outreach Project Coordinator, Redwire
Native Youth Media.
How do I engage youth? First of all, I would like to start with the mention of how exactly I’m able to answer. In all honesty, if I had been
asked of this task two years ago, I probably wouldn’t have been able to
fathom any ideas in my controlled mind of where to start. Only now,
through knowing myself, can I advance in finishing today. Self-discovery is the key in any task. Without entirely knowing my anguish and
the cause of my personal pain, how could anyone, for that matter,
continue to move forth? This is the most important skill I know and
it is this wisdom, passed down from generations before me that has
some fighting chance in holding us all together in the future. Restoring
pride, encouraging love and creating big change must all first be felt
inside us. Our generation is prone to only noticing unconventionality.
Thus, producing truths to be told, wisdom and free knowledge through
unconventional forms of media is the only way I can imagine getting any
way around corporate controls. Personally identifying with our families’
struggles and searching through the mess to find unconditional love is
the ongoing struggle. It is what keeps us all going. This is my intention
for our people. Reaching us through the heart and from behind is what
the ‘oppressed’ is most use to. One might take notice to unconventionally placing positive intention. Speaking from your heart, even if it was
born broken, is the most powerful privilege we have in this so-called
democracy. So why not use it and push the limits?! I believe that we all
have the potential and yearning to be heard. Making this as possible as
our struggles set forth ahead is my dream.
All my relations.

Ahasiw Maskegon Iskwew
Métis. 1958 - 2006
Ahasiw was a Media Artist, Cultural Theorist, Writer, Curator and
Performance Artist whose influence far outweighed his exposure, and
whose warmth and kindness touched the hearts of many more. His
legendary performances in the 90’s set the bar for live artworks, and
his groundbreaking work in New Media set the stage for the emergence of Aboriginal .net art.
Ahasiw, you were an inspiration to so many. Save us a chair, we’ll be
home soon.

Randy Charboneau
Waywaymegwun
Marten Clan, Missinabie River Cree. 1964 - 2006
Randy used his art to express his healing journey with the hope that
others would be inspired to create and build a better person within
ourselves. He took his experiences with the criminal justice system
and created opportunities for so many of our youth to heal as well.
You will always be remembered, missed and loved.
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DOING IT
HIMSE L F ,
DAYBI DAY

LEENA MINIFIE,
GISBUTWADA, GITXAALA
(TSIMSHIAN/BRITISH/IRISH DESCENT)
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAYBI
Daybi is a twenty-eight year old Cree from
Grand Rapids, Manitoba. Daybi grew up in Winnipeg and has lived on
both coasts and a lot of stops on the way out to his current home, now
located in Vancouver. Redwire caught up with him to ask a few questions about his many art projects and how he got to be a full-time artist
day in and day out.
Can you tell us what kind of art you do and how
you got started?
I do everything. I have always been artistically inclined. I started off
drawing a lot as a kid, I got into music very young, and it grew from
there, into photography and filmmaking. I consider myself a multimedia artist.
What about hip hop?
I guess I’m more of an urban artist with a background in hip-hop. I also
have rock influences. I grew up firstly playing guitar and drums and listening to heavy metal. When I was on my own at the age of seventeen,
I fell into hip-hop and it was a good fit because it utilized all my talents.
How did you get into music?
I saw this guy Dave Hickaway play guitar in a way that amazed me.
Dave taught me a simple part on the guitar and it started there. I used
to practice playing guitar up to eight hours a day, sometimes stay up to
ten o’clock or midnight and just break to eat basically. That’s the type
of personality I have – I just pick it up and really intensely work at it.
How important is it to do it yourself?

Especially
now in 2006, you have to do it yourself. I have only
got so far in my career as an artist because I have done it myself. It’s
kind of like you have to do it yourself. The resources/technology have
become available for people now. The more you can do by yourself,
the better off you’re going to be because you don’t have to rely on anyone. There are so many artists out there that do it themselves – music
production, music mixing, graphic production, film production. You
can do it all in your house now. A lot of times money is a factor: the
more skills you develop, the less money you have to spend; the more
you can do, the better you can lead the pack. My biggest advice to kids
is to familiarize yourself with technology. In 2000 and 2001 I knew
nothing about computers at all. I was in my early twenties when I first
sat down with one. I used to be scared of computers. I used to really
not like them or want to learn the computer at all; I was really into
analog recording with four-track or reels, and I wasn’t convinced that
digital sounded good – I’d say “Analog sounds better.” But now a lot
of my music is recorded at my house. I am releasing a record with my
girlfriend and another girl that we recorded in my home in Montreal.
All the music and artwork was produced there. We have just licensed it
to the record label and they are putting it out for us. But everything was
basically done in my kitchen on my computer at home.
What about doing visual art and graphic design?
I used to draw on sketchbooks with markers and pens and do laser
copiers. We used to do silk screening T-shirts, screen prints for shirts.
Always really hands-on, and we’d hire a graphic artist to do colour and
separation for us. But now I can do everything myself. Anything you do
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with a pen and paper you can do with a computer right now. It’s a bit
of a learning curve. I like to incorporate both together right now; this is
where I’m at currently.
What about filmmaking?How did you start making
films?
I got into filmmaking in Vancouver with IMAG (Indigenous Media
Arts Group). It was the first year of the program and it was dedicated to
producing your first short film. It was called Hydrogen, and it was firstly
distributed by V-Tape distribution in Toronto. It did well. Sundance
Film Festival contacted me because they liked it and I actually worked
for them in LA. I then did my second piece called Neutral, and was also
doing my first album with Slang Blossom, so I started directing music
videos. I try to do a film a year or a couple of music videos a year.

Do you think that’s because you’ve been on your
own since you were 17?
I think I developed these resources out of necessity. In my earlier experiences I was fortunate enough that I got to work with so many professionals and be in professional relationships. I got to see things I guess a
lot of other people don’t see in life. The downside to that was that was
I was always under someone. I got to learn from them, but the thing
about that is you are always working under them. “Daybi you’re great,
your music’s great, you’re a genius, but just do this for me.” I was trying
to get my foot in the door, but I kept on ending up working for other
people, doing what they wanted and being limited instead of generating
my own work. I learned a lot, but it made me realize no one’s going to
pick up your cause and run with it. It was up to me to take it to that next
level and do it myself.

What is your advice to youth nowadays who want
to get into music and film – do you think it’s possible for them to do it themselves?
I definitely think that kids can do it themselves if they keep working – I
don’t mean going to A&W and getting a job, I mean working on their
art or working on projects, whatever it may be. The thing about being
an artist is all the distractions. There is no one to telling you to wake up,
go to bed, eat right. You really have to be self-aware, self-motivated and
disciplined. At the end of the day, it’s all about the work. If you have
work and keep producing work and it’s readily available it will eventually come back to you. It’s also about developing your talent and skill.
Anyone can do anything as long as they stay committed to it. It comes
with time. I had to work at getting good at what I do; it doesn’t come
overnight. You got to promote yourself and market yourself. You got
to be your own machine – I am a self-contained machine. If I need
anything I know I can rely on myself to do it and it will look sharp and
pro and contemporary.

Coming Soon! Redwire’s review of Daybi’s solo lp “State of
the Art” in February 2007
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DO-IT-YOURSELF:
DE-COLONIZED
GOVERNMENT
HAN KEYWAY, NUU-CHAH-NULTH
In honour of the “do-it-yourself” theme to this issue of Redwire, I will
present to you (the faithful and committed readers) a simple and easy,
step-by-step, self explanatory, detailed set of instructions to emancipate
your Nation and develop your own self-sustaining governing structure.
Here it goes…
STEP ONE
Research and collect an extensive account of your Peoples history, cultural practices, spirituality, medicinal components, territorial ownership,
and language. Compile this information and distribute it amongst your
Nations citizens in as many forms of communication as possible. For
example, newsletters, newspapers, videos, music, theatrics, web pages,
emails, post it on YouTube, whisper it quietly outside peoples windows
at night while they are asleep, assemble a gathering at a hall, but whatever you do… DO NOT WALK THROUGH YOUR COMMUNITY
RAVING LIKE A MADMAN! It just simply does not work.
STEP TWO
Next, it will be important to put some emphasis towards the diet of your
people. To remove your people from the pops, chips and chocolate bars
that they have become all too satisfied with, you will need to organize a
group that will devote their time and energy to gathering food resources
from your territory. Be innovative, if you have wild vegetation that grows
nearby use that to make chips, if you have wild roots that can provide
itself as a sweetener, use this instead of sugar. There is no need to change
the food itself, only the ingredients. The possibilities are endless. Another important aspect of this step will be to provide all of this at no charge.
Indigenous People can not refuse free food… It’s in our blood. Free food
will draw their attention, arouse their curiosities and in the long run make
a healthier and stronger Nation.
STEP THREE
So now you have your peoples attention. One of the main difficulties
in moving beyond this step is effectively dealing with the assortment of
dynamics that exist within all of our communities. Common categories
that often exist include; traditionalists, sell-outs, wanna-bes, has-beens, religious, materialistic, intellect, angry, scared, sometimes stupid, addicted,
city slickers, rezzed out, warrior, educated, sports crazed, bingoholic, and
bored. In all reality, there is little difference between each of these classes
of Indigenous People. Your main objective should be to draw together
influential people from each of these levels of your Nation and begin to
identify the strengths that they provide to your community. Essentially, all
of these classes of society have been introduced to our people. They are
often misguided by individual or capitalist motives, but they do contain
some positive elements. Find those elements and you are now prepared
for…
STEP FOUR
Whether you like it or not, you have just developed the core of your
new governing structure. After identifying the key assets provided by each
category of people in your Nation, it is then important to build atop this
new foundation. Whatever you do… DO NOT ELECT REPRESENTATIVES FOR THIS NEW GOVERNING BODY. Simply base
leadership upon the output of each individual and their merit. Let their
contribution towards your Nation be their political platform. If you happen to encounter some slack from hereditary chieftainship concerns, be
sure to develop an honorable position for their involvement in this entire process. Immediately embark upon initiatives that aim to revitalize

The Haudenosaunee (“Iroquois”) Confederacy Flag, Kawisaienton a.k.a Kash, Mohawk
the issues from Step One and strengthen the assets from Step Three.So,
the objective of Step Four is to simply combine One and Three, which
should equal four. If you have answered this skill-testing question correctly, have a seat and wait for…
STEP FIVE
Congratulations! You have now entered the primitive stages of a decolonized state of mind, being and nationhood. By now, you will have
encountered and overcome a series of obstacles. The cohesion of your
new governing body is well underway, your traditional practices are reintroduced to your Nation, healthy foods are returned to your people’s
diets, and you, well you’re beginning to run yourself out of a job. Don’t
be alarmed. This is exactly where you should be. There is no credit for
this line of work, only the rewards of a job well done. Ultimately, your
people should not be aware that this was any one persons idea. It should
become a living, breathing and yes, farting, life of its own. Once upon a
time our people were in total control of our territories and destinies. That
ambition is not too far away. In the historical aspect it has only been a
very small and insignificant amount of time that we have spent on forgetting that fact.
STEP SIX
You may be thinking to yourself, “What more could I possibly need?”
but believe me there are many more hassles to be encountered after
you have successfully achieved steps one through five. We have not yet
discussed the backlash from your surrounding non-native communities,
government and the ever-annoying colonial law enforcement agents. Obviously, they will not be too pleased with the changes that have taken
place. This in itself is puzzling. Why would they not be encouraged by
Indigenous Nations strengthening their people and overall way of life?
That question has perplexed me for quite some time. Whatever you do…
DO NOT PLACE THEM ON SMALL SECTIONS OF LAND AND
RULE THEM THROUGH OPPRESSIVE TACTICS! It simply does
not work. Instead, you should encourage their involvement in your newly
effective process and begin again from Step One. After all we are all
victims of colonialism regardless of race or religion. Shouldn’t we all
be contributors then towards the solution or de-colonization of our Nations?
For best results, lather, rinse and repeat.
Warning: The Author of this article is a trained professional. You should
not, under any circumstances, attempt this at home without proper supervision, guidance or safety equipment. Immediately consult a physician if
you experience any adverse side effects. Do not get in eyes, swallow or
ingest in any way. Do not induce vomiting. Keep out of reach of politicians.
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I
believe...

How do you stay connected?
Do you believe in a deeper meaning?
How do you express your spirituality?
Do you practice rituals and ceremonies?
Who has influenced your beliefs?
How can we overcome the differences that divide us?
What have we adopted from other cultures?
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