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NEWS HITS
Illegal to Protest at 2010 Olympics 
and beyond?
Vancouver City Council has approved 16 amendments to 
their charter giving them more power on signage, advertis-
ing and street use leading up to the 2010 Olympics.  The 
changes will have to be approved by the province before 
they can be implemented, but they include regulation of 
ìstreet theatre/performance, removal of illegal signage and 
an increase in bylaw penalties from $50 to $10,000.
On January 22nd, many came to the Vancouver City Cham-
ber to oppose the proposed amendments, believing they 
infringe on freedom of expression in the lead up to, and dur-
ing, the Olympic Games. Chris Shaw, of 2010 Watch warned 
that an interpretation of these amendments could deem pro-
testing, street theatre, or wearing an anti-Olympics button an 
illegal activity.  Many of the public who showed up viewed it 
as an attempted illegalization of protest to the 2010 games, 
with the wording in the proposed amendments being so 
vague as to include a ban on freedom of expression.
Another note of contention is that there is no ìsunset clauseî 
in the proposed changes, meaning that the regulations will 
be in place permanently even after the games are over.  Paul 
Henderson, Director of Olympic and Paralympic operations, 
tried to calm fears by saying our specific objective around 
[signage] is concerning the commercialization of public 
space. There is no intent over the issues we’ve identified to 
control or prevent freedom of speech.  City Council did not 
however agree to include a seventeenth ammendemnet that 
would exclude the suppression of free speech, expression 
and protest. 

www.2010watch.com
www.no2010.com 
www.2010press.wordpress.com

Bill 42: Gordon Campbell’s Election 
Gag Law
Seven B.C. labour unions are in court to fighting a contro-
versial gag law imposed by the Gordon Campbell provincial 
government.  Bill 42 also known as the Election Amendment 
Act, places severe limits on public interest advertising and 
communications leading up to the next Provincial election in 
May.  The unions are demanding that Attorney General Wally 
Oppal suspend the law, pending a ruling by B.C. Supreme 
Court as the bill goes into effect on February 12th 2008. 
Bill 42 works heavily in the current Campbell regimes favour 
as a way to ìsilence critics and control the airwaves for 
months before the next election,” says B.C. Federation of 
Labour President, Jim Sinclair. The Bill also limits ìability to 
print materials or buy advertising and also targets ìleaflets, 
buttons, posters, bumper stickers, fridge magnets, and even 
union bulletins to union members.
Numerous mainstream publications are even critical of Bill 
42.  Vaughn Palmer of The Vancouver Sun regards the Bill as 
Extreme, I’m thinking, and treacherous. Or maybe profoundly 
false and dishonest.  Michael Smyth, columnist for The Prov-
ince wrote, If a union or a business group — or any organiza-
tion — wants to speak out on the important issues facing our 
province, they should be able to.  Now the Campbell govern-
ment is bringing in a law that tramples on democracy’s most 
cherished principle — freedom of speech.
Bill 42 is another political disguise in order for Campbell to 
maintain a sort absolute power in this province, unhindered 
by criticism of any kind.  Also included in Bill 42 are ID regula-
tions which make it harder for poor people and homeless 
people to vote.  Campbell’s popularity has been steadily 
declining running a government plump with scandal and 
arrogance. 

(* writer’s note* I personally don’t take part in the corrupt 
voting system and don’t believe in it as a way to create 
social change. I do believe in people’s right to have their 
opinions heard though, and in their right to protest the 
system.)

More info at www.justshutupbc.com
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National Geographic covers the Tar 
Sands
 
There has been widespread reaction to the March 2009 issue 
of National Geographic which contains a 24-page spread on 
the tar sands in Alberta, titled “Scraping Bottom.”  The article 
details the ecological footprint the tar sands are leaving, 
the economic boom it has created in Alberta, the displace-
ment and destruction of Indigenous lands and water and the 
negative health effects to the people and wildlife.  
Canadian politicians clamoured together in defence of what 
some have called ‘the most destructive project on earth.’ 
Canada is now the world’s second largest producer of oil, 
which means big money and big influence. Michael Ignatieff, 
the current Federal Liberal leader responded, “I’m proud of 
the oil sands. It’s a world leader. National Geographic is not 
going to teach me any lessons about the oil sands”, and went 
even further by arguing, “the stupidest thing you can do (is) 
to run against an industry that is providing employment for 
hundreds of thousands of Canadians.”  Also with business on 
his mind, Prime Minister Harper listed the Oil Sands as a top 
agenda item in his next visit with President Obama, who on 
a recent visit to Canada stated, “What we know is that that oil 
sands creates a big carbon footprint.”  
This “big carbon footprint” has meant disastrous health con-
sequences to Indigenous People in Northern Alberta, who 
live near or down river from the tar sands mines.  Rare forms 
of cancer have shown up in disproportionate numbers, and 
traditional food supplies have been contaminated from run-
off from the tar sands.  These consequences are downplayed 
by the industry and it’s backers, regarding them as exagger-
ated and unproven.
One of the key points of the article was the great lengths that 
we are now willing to go to for new sources of oil.  It is only 
recently that technology has made it possible for companies 
like Syncrude to make the tar sands economically viable. 
As one environmentalist put it, “the fact that we’re willing 
to move four tons of earth for a single barrel really shows 
that the world is running out of easy oil.”  Will we one day 
cure our addiction to oil?  Will alternative fuel sources and 
automobiles become more available and affordable? Or will 
we continue to dig further into the earth finding new ways to 
satisfy our addiction?

More Info:
www.oilsandstruth.org/and www.ienearth.
org/cits.html
Nat geo Article
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2009/03/
canadian-oil-sands/kunzig-text

2



Leaked Cabinet Memo on 
Aboriginal Rights
 
News outlet APTN has obtained a secret federal Cabinet 
memo containing info on how Stephen Harper’s Conserva-
tive government plans to change First Nations policy.  The 
ìEngagement of First Nations in Redesign of Government 
Programsî memo contains plans to overhaul the way First Na-
tions are being funded. The proposed changes would occur 
ìquickly and quietlyî without “the need for extensive or time-
consuming engagement with First Nations or third parties.” 
Also included in the memo was a proposal to eliminate edu-
cation funding for Native students, turning ìeducation grants 
into education loans.î  Needless to say this has sparked an 
angry reaction from Aboriginal People across the land, many 
who have been demanding a First Nations directed change 
from the bureaucratic Indian Act policies.
This memo brings back memories of past assimilation 
proposals by the Federal Liberal government, such as the 
1969 White Paper, and the more recent First Nations Gover-
nance Act.  These were both disguised as policies that would 
re-invent Indian policy, and move away from the Indian Act, 
which has been in place since 1876.  Both the White Paper 
and the FNGA were met with widespread opposition as they 
were also drafted with little or no consultation with Native 
People, and were broad attempts at eliminating self-govern-
ment, only giving ìelected band councilsî the power of a 
municipality under the authority of the Federal and Provin-
cial governments.  Masked as a way to give Aboriginals the 
equal rights and benefits all Canadians enjoy, all of the above 
mentioned proposals seek a transformation of reserve land 
into ìfee simple,î meaning it can be sold, leased and taxed.
This memo is a further attempt at denying Aboriginal 
People’s inherent rights to the land and self-determination.  
The Conservative Government will release the final draft in 
Spring, viewing it as a quick fix that will avoid ìcontroversyî 
and demands for self-government, but they are in for a sur-
prise if they think it will be met with open arms by Indig-
enous People across the country.

APTN story: www.media.knet.ca/node/6450

Police Taser Native Girl in Ontario 
Prison Cell
 In July of 2008, a 14 year old Native girl who suffers 
from mental disability, was tasered in her In North-western 
Ontario prison cell ìfor allegedly picking at peeling paint.
î  She claims, ìtwo provincial police officers entered (her) 
cell without warning, ‘violently’ pulled her to the floor and 
applied the Taser to her right upper thigh for three to five 
seconds.î  This has neither been confirmed or disputed by 
the OPP (Ontario Provincial Police).  A spokesperson for the 
OPP has only stated that a ìconductive energy deviceî was 
used on a minor, but declined further comment.
Tasers have been as source of controversy, because they 
are believed to be responsible for more than three hundred 
deaths in Canada and the United States since their incep-
tion as a police weapon.  High profile taser death cases like 
the recent one at the Vancouver Airport of Polish Immigrant 
Robert Dziekanski, have given credence to the argument 
for their removal from the police force.  Despite the risk of 
death involved in using Tasers, The OPP’s highest ranking 
officer David Springer asserted, “(Our officers) are trained to 
apply force in a way that eliminates risk as much as possible.  
You’re not likely going to see a policy for use of a Taser based 
on age because each situation in which they are used is so 
specific.”  In this specific case did the officer feel physically 
threatened by her picking at the paint on the walls?
The girl’s parents are suing the police for $500.000 in dam-
ages and are asking that Tasers not be used on minors unless 
there is a life clearly at risk.  It also makes one wonder why 
she was even in a Prison cell in the first place, considering her 
mental illness?  The RCMP and the province are reviewing 
use of Tasers, meanwhile anyone even those who are vulner-
able can be jolted by the 50,000 volt stun guns. 
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Turtle Island?!?!
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NEWS HITS
Anti Gang Legislation 
Citing the recent surge in gang shootings in Vancouver, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper introduced new ìtougherî 
anti-gang legislation that he says will make streets safer by 
extending prison sentences for gun related offences and 
assault on police officers.  18 recent shootings in Vancouver 
have prompted an outcry for harsher sentencing and polic-
ing of suspected gangsters.  
Justice Minister Rob Nicholson recently stated, “This leg-
islation will address serious crime issues including gang 
murders, drive-by shootings and additional protection for 
police and peace officers...We will not tolerate attacks on 
police or peace officers “  As part of the new legislation 
assaulting a police officer will carry a mandatory 14 year 
sentence.  
This mandatory sentence poses a serious problem to pro-
testers and activists who may resist arrests at sit-ins or ac-
tions.  Often this resistance can result in charges of assault.  
As well, numerous other victims of unlawful police brutality 
are in turn charged with assault on an officer.  Other critics 
believe there is nothing in the new legislation dealing with 
prevention of gang activity like programs for at risk youth, 
but these opponents have been dubbed as the parrots of 
the “soft on crime” agenda, by the Prime Minister and his 
cohorts.
B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell recently told P.M. Harper, “We 
have to provide for proper surveillance opportunities for 
police and proper disclosure.” Campbell felt Harper was “cer-
tainly open to those comments and we are going to keep 
driving those.”  Are they trying to capitalize on the public 
outcry as a disguise for further control ie; Patriot Act? Any 
discerning citizen should regard these new laws as a threat 
to our privacy, our right to protest, and the implementation 
of a Police State.  

Chevron on trial in Ecuador 
Over thirty thousand Indigenous People, who are being 
represented by a group of American trial lawyers, await 
a verdict in a longstanding legal battle against oil giant 
Chevron. In a legal battle that began over fifteen years ago, 
Chevron/Texaco, is accused of years of human rights abuses, 
and destruction of land, rivers and streams, which are relied 
on by Indigenous People to maintain their livelihood.  The 
suit could potentially cost Chevron anywhere from $8 to $27 
billion dollars to clean up the mess that has been left behind.

Chevron which bought Texaco in 2001, believes they have no 
obligation to clean up the destruction left behind by Texaco 
or to compensate the numerous claims of poor health and 
even death from the “billions of gallons of toxic oil wastes 
into the region’s rivers and streams.”  An Indigenous Per-
son represented in the case claimed, “Our health has been 
damaged seriously by the contamination caused by Texaco. 
Many people in our community now have red stains on their 
skin and others have been vomiting and fainting. Some little 
children have died because their parents did not know they 
should not drink the river water.”

Chevron has tenaciously lobbied the American government 
to place trade sanctions on Ecuador and were hoping for 
a John McCain win in the last Presidential election in the 
States as he was a supporter of their cause. President Obama 
has said he will not intervene and the case is “matter for the 
Ecuadoran judicial system.”  The outcome of the case could 
have a significant impact on how Multi-National Corpora-
tions like Chevron, conduct their business in Indigenous 
territories.

Video about environment destruction and cleanup:

www.time.com/time/video/
?bcpid=1485842900&bctid=13102109001
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ANd ThERE IS NO ENd

I never would have applied for a job at 
Redwire. Tania Willard called me out of the 
blue one day and asked me if I wanted to 
take over. I couldn’t say no.. so I jumped 
down the rabbit hole and opened my ears 
to a world of stories. It has been amazing 
opening the mail and finding raw and 
real gifts straight from the hearts of our 
young people.  We have been the conduits 
information passes 
through. We listen, we 
research, we digest 
it and then we send 
it back out into the 
universe.

We haven’t made 
it to every single rally, 
community event 
or covered every 
important story but 
we have taken a 
sliver of the amazing 
dialogue that happens 
in this community and 
broadcasted it to the 
world. Half the time 
we had no fucking 
clue what we were 
doing, but we learned cuz these stories 
needed to be told. I have enjoyed tearing 

down the myths of what people thought 
we couldn’t do and see that what’s behind 
the curtain is really quite simple. 

There are many RW dirty secrets and 
I have been a part of my fair share of RW 
scandal. We printed an article defacing a 
Native army recruiter and pissed off army 
dudes came to our office. We ended up 

having to deal with lawyers demanding 
we print an apology or prove in court that 

he went into the army because he wanted 
to “kill other poor indigenous people”(Vol 
8 Issue 2). Our office was broken into with 
garden hose ropes. They had all of our 
computers on a dolly ready to go before 
tipping off the neighbor’s alarm system. 
Dustin Johnson slipped in the infamous 
“War Against the Machines” article into his 
last mag provoking bans and cries from the 

fat cats threatening 
to shut us down for 
printing terrorist 
material. Somehow 
we’ve always pulled 
through. Someone has 
always stepped up and 
we’ve always fulfilled 
our contracts. 

Understanding 
the true nature of our 
reality living in a police 
state as Indigenous 
peoples runs the risk of 
becoming really toxic. 
There is only so long 
you can stay raging 
angry before you 
realize that you’re only 

opportunity for justice is to hone yourself 
into a tool for liberation. Redwire has 

redwire Magazine

Portrait (below):Gabrielle l’Hirondelle, Metis
druM: Peter Morin, taHltan
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runs the risk of becoming really toxic. There is only so long 
you can stay raging angry before you realize that you’re 
only opportunity for justice is to hone yourself into a tool 
for liberation. Redwire has changed the direction of so 
many people that have passed through it’s doors.  Inviting 
young visionaries into a space where we are able to 
define our own boundaries and be free to make our own 
mistakes has been rich with teachings.   The last four years 
have been better than any institutional education.

As most of you know, we lost the funding for the 
magazine. For many years we have been supported 
financially by UMAYC, every year a youth council is elected 
and they decide which projects are funded. This year we 
didn’t make the cut. Youts want websites these days. They 
want immediate recognition. We live in a fast paced world 
accelerating exponentially.  

These pages are a celebration of the 
people that pioneered and maintained the 
publishing of Redwire Magazine against all 
odds. Who knew you could get away with 
using government funding to tear holes 
in the system for 11 full years. Ha! We’ll be 
back in print one day in one form or another, 
it would be a dahm shame not to put our 
deadly distribution lists to good use. 

So lets hear it for every writer who beared 
their soul, for every artist that shared their 
work and every staff member that stayed up 
all night making sure that each person was 
recognized properly for their work. 

There is some information that you can 
never unlearn.

Kleco Kleco
Marika Swan
Tla-o-qui-aht
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Dustin
Johnson

tsimshian

gord hill

blackfoot 
ojibway

Designed the powerful Redwire logo for $25 back in the day. He has been a  
long time contributor to Native resistance movement and is the creator of 
Zig Zag comics and Warrior Publications

KWaKWaKa’WaKW
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Are there Any stories thAt 
stick out thAt hAve reAlly 
impActed you?
When people talked about their cousin 
getting the magazine and being really 
moved and touched by it in the same way 
I was when I found Redwire. In this one 
story her cousin was feeling suicidal, not 
feeling like she had a place and when she 
saw Redwire she was really excited about 
it. That kind of story really sticks with me. 

WhAt Would you sAy you 
leArned About yourself 
And your oWn strengths?
I was 24 when I started there. I grew up 
on and off reserve. So I was connected 
but disconnected from home and any 
other community. So I learned a lot 
about who I was, through hearing other 
people’s stories. It made me stronger in 
who I am. Being mixed blood. Having 
lived in the city and moving back and 
forth to reserve. Maybe not feeling totally 
at home in either of those places. That’s 
where I am coming from and as long as I 
am humble and able to honour people’s 
words then it’s not that important. 

It was hard too, it was a lot of work 
and I never really acknowledged it cuz I 

often felt that I was in a very privileged 
position to be honored by those words 
and stories. I always felt that I needed to 
be stronger and do more and do more 
and do more. I eventually realized that 
that was an unhealthy model for me and 
for other people at Redwire. I learned 
about my own limits and when I need to 
take breaks 

WhAt Are the different 
vAlues reflected in A 
nAtive run publicAtion?
Billie and Nena always said we’re not 
journalists. We’re not doing this to be 
any kind of mainstream media outlet. We 
are doing this to take initiative, to tell our 
stories. We needed to tell them to make 
space for ourselves, for our viewpoints 
and for our culture. We tried to do it all 
fairly collectively in the 
beginning. And that 
worked in some ways and 
in some ways not. Just 
how running things in 
any workspace is. Some 
people start doing more 
than others or different 
things. It is hard to do 
things collectively when 

not everyone is 
contributing at 
the same level. 
But we still worked 
very collectively. Obviously in more 
mainstream media there is very 
clear hierarchies in terms of roles. 

WhAt Were the reAlly 
chAllenging pArts?
The challenging parts goes back 
to the power of words and the 

responsibility of that. So when we made 
mistakes it wasn’t like you made a mistake 
in the Vancouver Sun and then you cover 
in the next one as a typo.  Redwire is 
connected to the people that write for 
the magazine. I think that goes down to a 
pretty deep level, a spiritual level in some 
ways. So when I did make a mistake, I felt 
terrible. I mean I didn’t have experience 
with that level of publishing either. We 
were publishing 10,000 copies nationally. 
Where I was used to photocopying 
maybe 100 copies of a zine. 

hoW hAve your 
perspectives chAnged?
One thing that has shifted is that I came 
in feeling pretty militant and political. I 
had a social justice background and that 
was fine. That is the beautiful thing about 

Redwire, there is space for 
things like that. And not 
that that is lost but it has 
rounded out in the years I 
spent at Redwire. I started to 
find lots of power in stories 
that weren’t politically 
focused in the same way 
as, let’s say, an anti-capitalist 
article but it was an amazing 
story about Native youth 
learning their language in 
Grade 4 up in a northern 

community. And that was 
really powerful for me and really political 
but it wasn’t the rhetoric of the political 
language that I had come in versed in. 

WhAt do you see As 
possible neW directions 
for redWire?
In some ways I can see why some people 

tania willard
secwepemc
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How did you get involved 
in tHe first place?
I come from very radical roots. My 
mother and father were involved in the 
Red Power movement in the 60’s and 
70’s. I know it can be cliché to say that 
you are born into the movement, but I 
can say I was.  It was only natural for 
me to follow in my parents footsteps, 
which I did quite vigorously.  I was 
one of the founding members of the 
Vancouver Native Youth Movement and 
I am very proud to say so.  During my 

tania willard

time with Van NYM we occupied 
govt. buildings and disrupted 
B.C. treaty meetings, it brought 
a smile to my face listening to 
a quote from Ujal Dosanj years 
later claiming that the reason why 
the B.C. treaty process fell apart 
was because of Van NYM.  I was 
arrested three times and I went 

to provincial court twice and Supreme 
Court once. I have to admit that shook 
me up a little bit, so after that the 
question I posed to myself was if I 
wanted to do my work in prison or 
outside?

and witH redwire?
I was just a really young guy, about 
17 when I first met Nena and Billie 
Pierre. They had a contract offered to 
them by Douglas Regan to produce a 
Native youth magazine dealing with 

all our issues as young native people 
living in the city. Myself, David Dennis, 
Sean Desjarlais and Sacheen Pointe were 
meeting once 
a week when 
the 2 sisters 
approached us 
and said they 
were looking 
for young 
natives 

are saying online printing and recording, blogging makes a 
lot more sense. It’s a lot less resources but sometimes a lot of 
those rural reserves we are shipping to don’t have anything 
faster than dial-up internet. I think the print magazine is 
still important in that way. I still think there is nothing like 
Redwire. There’s other Native media out there but I don’t 
think any of it compares to Redwire. It’s a gathering place. 
That circle that we are all a part of.

There is something about having something tangible too.
You can feel it, it’s beginning and it’s end.
And you cAn keep it.

simon reece tsimsHian / cree
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to contribute to their magazine.  So I 
said in exchange for us helping them 
out that they should join NYM.  I’m 
pretty sure Billie joined, but I don’t 
think Nena did. In the very first 
issue I had published an article about 
the Gustafson lake defenders. I was 
very close to a couple of the warriors 
involved and went on the road with one 
of them for cultural teachings.  Almost 
every day that I could I would show up 
in court to support them in their case.

When I first hooked up with Redwire 
I was really involved in organizing and 
supporting different events, Native and 
non-Native.  I was trying to create more 
unity amongst activists in Vancouver. 
Everybody knew me at that time. I 
was getting kinda famous through the 
organizing I was doing, just being a 
Native radical; Outspoken and just being 
out there for people to see. This is after 
Oka and other arms standoffs. I was just 
trying to get myself wedged in that kind 
of energy so I could have the rush and 
have the fame of being a front line 
revolutionary fighter kinda thing. So I 
kinda got on a roll with that and went 
on the road for a few years. Going 
to different conferences and actions 
and becoming one of the main 
spokesmen for NYM.

It was never my plan to join 
up with Redwire but NYM was 
splitting up in lots of different 
directions and I also had been 
going through a lot of personal 
changes. I still wanted to be 
involved in the movement but I was 
trying to look into different roles to fit 
into.  When I was working for Redwire 
I was processing a lot of things about 
myself and the world.  In the back of 
my mind I had seen the movement as 
a way for redemption and that I could 
make up for a bad past by spreading 
the truth of colonization. You can 
hear the anger I had inside of me and 
it was very prevalent in my writings. 
They were super spazzy rants of how 
the world sucks [laughs] shit. I was 
very judgmental and it made me very 

narrow minded.  I was trying to be like 
the stereotypical Native revolutionary. 
I have made tons of mistakes and burnt 
tons of bridges but it was all just stuff 
I had to go through in order to be still 
standing here. I was just blessed to be in 
the right place at the right time.

My early days at Redwire were 
me being egotistical and kind of 
disrespectful. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank and apologize to 
Tania and Peter if I caused them any 
stress or discomfort. Having that much 
notoriety and local street 
credibility at an early 
age was a huge 

privilege 
and I was very 

lucky 
to be 

around all of the staff and board for 
that period in time.

wHat articles stick out 
as being significant?
I think the favorite ones I’ve ever done 
was the article I did on fish farms. I 
think the information is still pretty 
current after all these years and I still 
don’t mind reading it.

 wHat is your focus now?

My focus now is to strive to be the 
best human being I can be. I think 
the movement was a great place for me 
start, I learned a lot about our people’s 
struggle. I truly believe that the 
movement starts with you!  Then after 
you are happy and healthy, hopefully 
you can help your immediate family, 
then ultimately your community. My 
experiences with the movement is 
that we must strive as Indian people 
to keep all of the ethics and teachings 
that the creator gave us through 
thousands of years of evolution as 
intact as we possibly can.

wHat are you up to?
I’ve been extremely blessed to be 
around the most talented and strong 
young artists the coast has to offer. 
I’ve been carving for the last 3 & 
1/2 years and I am a student of the 
Tsimshian art form. I have writing 
bugging me in the back of my mind.  
I feel that since my days at Redwire 
I have left something undone. I just 
completed the first northwest coast 
jewelers course under the tutelage 
of Dan Wallace and am planning of 
doing more schooling in the fall.
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Melina laboucan-MassiMolUBIcON cRee

I remember when I picked up Redwire for the first time, I was in awe. 
every word I read sank deep within me, it was like reading truth 
that my heart and mind needed to hear for some time. The raw and 

honest truth that is missing in history books, mainstream media, from 
the mouths of politicians and some teachers. In it, I took solace that 
there were other young, Native people not only speaking up, but also 
getting organized. This had not been the case for me coming from Alberta, 
I felt very alone in my resistance to conformity. Because of this I left home 
to travel and work abroad so I could meet other Indigenous young peoples, 
who were rising up and living in their conviction to be strong for their families 
and communities. For the past 12 years, Redwire has been on the forefront of 
this conviction - in an attempt to raise the level of consciousness that we all need 
- Native people and non-Native people alike.
The people ThaT I meT aT RedwIRe and the people that I met through Redwire - the staff 

(!!), the writers, the artists, the musicians AND then working there - changed my life. 
Seeing the strength of all those beautiful people gave me the inspiration to make 
sure that I too had a steady foot to stand on. That I needed to know my shyt, and I 
needed to know it good! I will always remember the times we spent late in the office 
working and/or debating about ideas for the mag, or ideas for a documentary, or 
ideas about life, or politics - whatever the issue was, I felt like I was working towards 

something, something that had not been done, but something that needed 
to be done. I think probably all the previous staff, editors, artists and writers 
felt this way... Redwire was so fundamental in giving so many of us 

a voice. It helped me continue to speak my truth, it helped me 
to love myself and others the way we are and then envision a 

future that we hope for tomorrow - for our families, our loved 
ones, the pacha mama - the sacred one - the mother - the earth.

VOlOReeT DOlORe ero odit venit 

alis et augiamet nulputem vullamet, 

ver ing exerosto etumsandrem dolor 

suscill amconullam dolummy nim 

quamet irilla at aut accummolor ipis 

aliquat.commy nim nibh ex essisim 

vel iustis ad magna con henit

My working career started at 
Redwire Magazine from 2000-
2004.  When I share stories 

about my time there at the magazine, I tell 
about the amount of magazines that we 
mailed out to the communities.  In those 
short years, we mailed 180,000 magazines. 
And for some of those years that included 
international mail.  At Redwire I learned 
the power of our stories, and the power 
of sharing our stories.  I understood this 
act as one of the most important acts that 
we can do.  Our culture is a culture of 
sharing who we are, and our stories share 
important pieces of how we think about 
our culture, how we practice our culture, 
and how much we love our culture.  By 
sharing stories, we are also building 
stronger relationships.

One other great thing that I learned 
was the power of youth voices, and when I 
work with youth these days, I remind them 
how powerful they are.  I tell them, Us Old 

Peter Morin RedwiRe Reflections

People rely on you Youth to help us to 
see the world in new and exciting ways.  
It is your voice that helps us to grow as 
people and help us to live better.   I often 
get stared at when I tell this to whatever 
class I am working with but I don’t 
care because it is the truth.  I worked in 
service of stories from youth.  I guess 
what I am trying to say is… yes, there is 
a career path that you can follow to any 
point ‘b’ in life but you have to love what 
you do in order to make it count.

RedwiRe Reflections
tahltan
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what message do you 
want to send to native 
youth?

we are supposed to like 
canada. As far as they’re 

concerned we are supposed to be 
dead. We are all survivors of trauma 
that’s been inflicted upon us. Then 
as survivors, we learned how to 
assimilate and go through systems, 
but none of these systems work for 
our people. They are here to keep 
us down, keep us quiet, keep us 
FOREVER the lower class. If you are 
beat down at birth then it is hard 
for you to stand up. We are strong. 
We are resilient. We are alive. 
We are stylish. And we are really 
beautiful people. We can write and 
we can do art. As native youth, 
we really need to recognize our 
warrior’s spirit. We can’t deny it. 
These white people in power, 
they eat us alive, they appropriate 
our cultures, they make money 
from it, and they don’t give us no 
respect. From a spiritual point of 
view we are so lost, boxed into 
these cement cities where we are 
just trying to figure out our shit 
and then all these white people 
are telling us we are crazy, but 
we’re not crazy. We need to take 
these heart feelings and just go 
with them. Be anti-sytem and 
you’ll find that there are so many 

other people who are living out of that 
system who are there to comfort you, 
there to love you. 
If you don’t know how to figure 
out a situation one thing I always 
do is ask for strength and clarity 
because it helps with a lot of the 
misunderstandings. We rely on text 
messages, internet, and emails; there 
are no face to face confrontations 
or accountability for our actions 
anymore. If you are a native youth in 
the city just remember that you need 
to take the time out to go and pray. 
If you don’t know how to pray, if you 
don’t know any of your spirituality, 
all you have to do is ask. We are 
all attached to our ancestors, they 
live above us and they are always 
watching. We come from generations 
of families who’ve lived here. If you 
don’t know where your family is, your 
ancestors are there, they are watching 
over you and they love you and they 
are only waiting for you to ask them. 
They’ll visit you and the answers will 
come to you in your dreams.
As far as Vancouver goes, a lot of 
things are coming up with the 
Olympics. You can’t deny that they will 
impact you. Everywhere 
you go it’s in your face. 
There will be more 
security, possibly para-
military control. There 
will be checkpoints 
and more security on 
transit. As natives, we 
are always targeted 
and it’s gonna really 
effect us. I work in 
the DTES and it’s 
an everyday reality 
where the police 

are beefing up their security, 
first and foremost towards the 
underprivileged, especially the 
homeless, the addicted and those 
trapped in systems. 
The Olympics are a global 
epidemic that exploits land. 
It creates huge public debt, 
homelessness and displacement 
because of gentrification and 
making the city ‘pretty’. After 
the Olympics leave, and it’s only 
two weeks or whatever, it’s not 
gonna be any better. The only 
thing I have to say is bear witness 
and survive the whole situation 
together.

what drew you to 
redwire?

i first learned about RW through 
my white anarchist friends 

who knew the magazine. A job 
opened, so I applied for it and it 
happened. It came at this time in 
my life where I was dealing with a 
lot of realizations on a really deep 
level. I needed to choose between 
addiction or a structured life and 
a career. I wanted to be sober 

and be empowered and be 

riel Manywounds
tsuu t’ina / nak’azdli

“Mourning” artwork by Riel
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powerful and I wanted my voice 
to be heard. Native people have 
been put on reserves and put in 
their place. No one is saying “Oh 
you, you know what’s right, you 
have the wisdom, write it down, 
publish it.” The people at Redwire 
were so welcoming of my point of 
view and my Rez life. For the most 
part I think the way that RW Media 
functions is healthy, in comparison 
to a lot of my dysfunctions 
where there is no structure. My 
experience as a native youth 
journalist has been overwhelming 
at times, because at the same 
time, I’m like ‘I don’t know what 
I’m doing. I’m too dysfunctional. 
I have nothing to really say.’ But 
at the same time that’s where I 
find the most power. Being an 
indigenous delegate has been my 
connection to other Indigenous 
people in the territories. They’ve 
been publishing now for over 11 
yrs and it’s a shame to see their 
funding cut, which is bullshit but 
they’ve given native youth that 
step to take to feel empowered. 

what do you think 
are some of the 
challenges?

i think that the fact that it is 
government funded is really 

problematic. It’s this problem 
that hasn’t really been discussed 
by native people, cause since we 
signed land agreements that’s 
the way it has been. It’s like “Oh 
it’s fucked up but NO you can’t 
discuss that. They’re giving you 
the money. No big deal” and 
that’s just the reality. I mean, I 
live on a reserve that is treaty 
and one that is non treaty, same 
discussion. Both ways, there’s still 
money coming from the Canadian 
government. Once we utilize that 

money and distribute it to our people 
they criticize everything we do. I think 
real autonomy and real sustainability 
within native communities is what 
we need. It’s easy enough to say 
“empower ourselves,” but it’s another 
thing to say we need to direct our 
work into the way we live our lives and 
the way we run our businesses. It’s 
needs to be 100 % owned by native 
people, fully, collectively, consensus.

Can you think of what 
sticks out as being really 
impactful?

i can say that Dustin 
Johnson was 

a great editor, 
for a lot of years 
with Redwire. 
What he had to 
say came from 
this coastal point 
of view, which I 
was really ignorant 
about, because 
I came from the 
prairies and up 
north. I didn’t 
really know what 
Dustin was about 
until his knowledge 
came through in his 
writings. Then it made sense to me. 
Whoa, these coastal natives are really 
territorial, really war people. There is 
so much, I can’t say what are the most 
significant articles in RW, cause I think 
each one of them has its own medicine 
and has its own power. Its own 
wisdom that is so specific. We are all so 
unique and that’s the whole power of 
Redwire. All of us, whether we are half 
breed or full breed or coming from 
two or three nations, or mixed blood, 
we have such different teachings. 
That’s why it should continue to go on, 
even if it doesn’t continue in the same 

structure, I 
think a lot of youth, should take 
this to empower themselves to 
build their own magazines. Take a 
photocopier, a computer, you write 
what you have to say. You print 
it over and over, and you spread 
out to your youth, to the friends 
you’re hanging out with on your 
reserves. You take that knowledge 
and you spread it, that’s the whole 
point. The fact is that you are 
empowering yourself enougH to 
say this beyond canada’s fucking 
rules. You need to say this stuff, 
cause we are survivors and we are 
still alive and you’re not crazy!

Encounter of Zapatista communitites with the comunities 
of the world. Oventic, Chiapas  —  December 2007
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 Our cultural development and the tools we use is 
one way we define ourselves as human beings. The changes 
to our environment and to our general collective conscious-
ness have been accelerating incrementally since creation and 
now, as indigenous youth, we have a window of opportunity 
to educate ourselves and apply these technologies to aid in 
the negative ailments plaguing turtle island. 

In the past we were able to pass on information orally from 
generation to generation.  Now with fractured lineages and 
with many of our old people passing, we need to look at us-
ing other means to catalog and store information. Advance-
ments in processing and storing food, medicine, arts and 
language have already been implemented into our commu-
nities. Cultural programs, history archives, streaming video, 
radio/podcasting and other media applications are deeply 
changing the ways in which we communicate. The personal 
computer and the world wide web have led the way to rapid 
connection with other people around the globe. 

But with these tools also comes a darker purpose. 
 
Many strategies have been devised by governments/corpora-
tions to control how people think, feel, consume and react to 
climates of social imbalance.  The founders of academic psy-
chology were co-opted into today’s most successful advertis-
ing gimmicks. Whether it’s the economy, environment, war, 
peace, or media, humans are quite predictable in our general 
reactions.  During forecasts of scarcity, we are prone to hoard 
and collect like in the latter part of the 90’s when we had the 
“Y2K” scare.  During times of terror we arm ourselves and 
willingly give up our privacy in return for supposed increased 
safety, as in the events that are following 9-11. 

E d i t o r i a l :  t E c h n o l o g i E s  o f  o p p r E s s i o n

“Many strategies have been devised by governments/
corporations to control how people think, feel, con-

sume and react to climates of social imbalance”

From advertisements to the subtle social messages in the 
scripts of major TV shows, the corporations funding these 
programs control the content of information sent out to 
the public. Unhealthy food choices targeting our children 
from the cradle to the grave are sandwiched between ads 
for political campaigns. Soon the digital TV receiver will be 
mandatory and they will be able to keep track of what you 
watch, when you watch it, and how long you watch it for. 
Ever wondered why you are craving something? TV charac-
ters use teleprompters backed by writing teams to play on 
climates of fear. Think about the use of ‘terrorism’, ‘hope and 
change’, ‘Natives’ and ‘First nations’ in anything that has been 
used by mainstream media. They are attempting to brand 
our people and influence how we see the potential for our 
own future. 

Our need for connectivity and mobility has created a bil-
lion dollar market for cellular phones and handheld com-
munications devices. Along with this comes a grid of cell 
towers and digital connections for better wireless service 
concentrated in urban environments. Now they can track 
any individual thru the matrix of the wireless network.  Also 
intertwined is a network of closed circuit cameras and 
surveillance equipment with facial recognition software.  

Our social web spaces have been incrementally implanted with 
monitoring procedures that aim to control and censor most 
of the content we add to our pages on Facebook, Myspace, 
Twitter and the barrage of new social web spacing.  Google 
has made statements that “privacy no longer exists” and that 
“we should get used to everyone knowing everything about 
everyone”.  “Google earth” allows a viewer to look at detail maps 
of the earth and ocean in either map, street or satellite views.  
The new “Google Latitude” allows users to track a cell phone 
throughout a map in real time, something we used to only see 
in hi-tech police movies. 
We need to ask ourselves who can access these services?

More nefarious tactics of oppression were used in Canada 
under the guise of the residential school era.  Experimental 
programs in sterilization, eugenics and even mind control 
were practiced widely across canada and then implemented 
in other parts of the world.  “Project Paperclip” was an initia-
tive following the 2nd World War that brought Nazi scientists 
to the United States and even into Canada’s residential schools 
to carry out sterilization and other experimental programs.  Dr. 
Ewing Cameron of the “MK Ultra” program admitted to using 
Indian children in his experiments of mind control for the U.S. 
Government.  More recently the Obama administration is also 
expected to restore funding to the U.N. Population Fund (UN-
FPA) that supports eugenic operations such as forced abortion 
and sterilization now aimed at China and Africa.  The cataloging 
system used in our Indian status and treaty card systems was 

honed on our grandmothers and grandfathers then used to 
catalog the Jewish people in the shadows of the holocaust and 
also in the divide and conquer tactics of the Hutu’s and Tutsi’s in 
Rwanda. 
 
It has been said that what happened to the Natives in the 
last century, will now happen to the general population.  The 
reserves and welfare systems have institutionalized some of our 
people to near enslavement and this “technology” is well docu-
mented by the government and other corporate bodies for their 
future use.  We have been the subjects of mass experiments 
and we will begin to see the results of these studies used on the 
lower classes of america and the world. 

We must not become overly dependent. It doesn’t take much 
to pull the plug!  The bi-products and effects on our people and 
the environment must be taken into consideration when plan-
ning any new technological initiatives. We need to be creative 
and harness that same ingenuity our ancestors had. Use that 
home phone, use that community centre, share resources with 
your friends and family, learn new skills and be strategic about 
what you say and type.

Ron dean harris / Ostwelve / Kwe-la Mlo:hyleq - Sto:lo 

“More nefarious tactics of oppression were used in canada under the guise of the residential school era.  
Experimental programs in sterilization, eugenics and even mind control were practiced widely across Kanada 

and then implemented in other parts of the world” 
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praesto dolor autetue rostion velis ex 
etum del eum irillaore del ut ex ea 
augue magnim venis ex ea consent la 
con ullutem quis autem dit dit iurem 
nonullam nim del dolent laorero odo-
lendrero odigniscing ea facilit vel ul-
lan esendreet, sequat la ad ercincid-
uis nulla alit nismod modo dolore vel 
utetumm odolorero commy nis non 
eraesequi tat lum del euis eum vullan 
henis nostrud tat. Ibh exer sed te tie 
duis amcore ent dolore magnim vol-
oreros autpat, velis nos nis nostisit 

nonsed minciliquisi blaore ex euisim 
do od del do ent alisit nostrud diamet 
vulputat autem vullaorperos nim iusto 
od magna aci etum iriuscing et non-
sequate dolore molor sum vent ut-
pat nulput adiam, quametum velesse 
quisim velit aliquat, conulluptat. Na 
feuguerosto odit augiam, vullummod 
modion ulput lan euisi.

Isci bla consectem velit praesto con 
ullandre feugiatet, cor senit loborer 
susting et at.

Uptat, velit am dunt ad elesse mol-
ortisci blan ea con heniat lumsandre 
tatum iriliquisi te ming et lutpat euis 
acidunt dio consequis nisci te con-
sectem dolobor percilit iure vel ute-
tum zzrit wismodit ilit landipsusto 
consend ionsect etummodolore min 
vulluptatie tie et, coreetue dolor sum 
et adit ad ea feuipsumsan utpat lut 
aliquatismod ex ercilla amcoreet non-
se digna aci tatummy nummy num 
velenit exeriurem zzrilla feui blaortie 
volor sustie ero etummol orperatem 
in et aliquam vel in et ullandit utat. Il-
luptatet vent loreet, conulla faccum-
mod tin estrud enisim dolummod min 
ulla aciliqui ent doloreet lutat. Ad do 
core molobor augait ate feugue vulput 
lorem zzrilit augue modolor si bla 
conseniam vulla feu feu feu feugue 
volorem iriuscipisit nibh et luptat la 
aut autat vulla facinibh etue feugait 
adip et luptat dolore dolore tat. Im do 
odo er adit wisi.

Gait volore feugait ut nisl er ip-
suscinim atie feuis nullam dio el do 
dolor in ent veratem doluptat nos nit 
lamcore feu feugiam vent nonum-
mod mod te velenismolor adionsenis 
dolorperosto esed tie dolum quis dui 
tatie esenisMet nulluptat lutpat. Du-
ipsum nit, vulla adigna feuis nullam 
nullum duisi.

Perci tie min ute dolore mincidu 
iscing et prat, quat. Ut voloreet, co-
nulputpate magna adion volorem 
nummod dit aut eummy nulputpat. 
Dui tatiscilla corerci tet luptat. It, sum 
in velit utet ipisi blaorerillan hendigna 
facillum nonsecte ex enibh eugait au-
giamet aut prat amconulput lore tat, 
vel dolummy nullamc onsequatis do 
dit in henim velismolor alis nostionse 
tat, quam autpat.

Oborperostis ex er ipsustrud eugait, 
verilit venibh eum zzrit, vero delit am, 
veraesto eu facilla autatum dit ute 
magna feugiam consectet wismolo-
bore vullaorem zzriuscil ercilGuer irit, 

New surveillance camera being installed across from Redwire office window...

“Now they can track any individual thru the matrix of the wireless 
network.  Also intertwined is a network of closed circuit cameras and 

surveillance equipment with facial recognition software”

Ostwelve - Sto:lo / Statl’imc Cowboy Smithx - Blackfoot

For more info check out these sites:
www.hiddenfromhistory.org
www.infowars.com
www.prisonplanet.com
www.russellmeansfreedom.com
www.no2010.com
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Pipelines, Tar Sands, 
and the Lubicon Cree
The exploitation of oil, gas and logging has con-
tinued on our traditional territory to the tune 
of more than 14 billion dollars in revenue since 
1980.  Yet to this day, my community goes without 
running water. In the late 1980’s my community 
received international attention for boycotting the 
’88 winter Olympic games in Calgary and having 
success in getting a Japanese logging company 
called ‘Daishowa’ to pull out from a contract 
signed with the government of Alberta to log our 
territory.  Despite these successes, the oil and gas 
companies have continued to pillage the land 
without regard or remorse for the effects to wild-
life or to Indigenous people that inhabit the area.

Around the time I was born during these initial 
stages of ‘development’, there were 19 out of 21 
stillborn births due to contamination happening 
in Little Buffalo (Lubicon Territory) in an 18-month 
period around 1980. There have been many seri-
ous health problems in the community due to 
contamination from resource extraction ranging 
from various forms of cancer, asthma, scarring skin 
rashes as well as tuberculosis affecting a third of 
the population.

“Around the time I was born during initial stages of ‘development’, there were 19 out of 
21 stillborn births due to contamination happening in Little Buffalo (Lubicon Territory) in 
an 18-month period around 1980.”

The Alberta Utilities Commission threatens our 
sovereignty and the government continues to      
ignore existing treaty rights with the approval of 
the North Central Corridor (NCC) pipeline.  This 
jumbo 42-inch-in-diameter natural gas pipeline is 
set to cross our traditional territory then head east 
to Ft. McMurray without consent of the people.  
Not only will this TransCanada pipeline affect the 
First Nations in Alberta, but it will also extend 
northwest into BC and the Yukon, thus affecting 
many more nations as well as non-Native commu-
nities in it’s path.

Making matters worse, the pipeline is being built 
to feed tar sands extraction – the biggest and 
most destructive industrial project in human his-
tory – bigger than the wall of China.  

The targeted area of destruction 
will amount to the size of Florida. 

This raises the question: 
where are all the people who live in 
this pristine boreal forest (one of the 
last in North America) going to go?
Each day the tar sands produce over one million bar-
rels of oil. This is at the expense of 4 tons of mined 
earth and an average of 4 barrels of water per barrel 
of oil.  If one million barrels of oil are produced a day 
that means they use at least 4 million barrels of wa-
ter A DAY! To make a comparison, my family who still 
do not have running water, use ONE barrel of water 
to drink and this can last 5 days to a week depend-
ing on the size of the family. 

With the energy used to produce 
just one barrel of oil, 4.5 homes can 
be heated for a day meaning over 
6 million homes could be heated 
with natural gas used to fuel the tar 
sands production daily.

Along with the huge water and energy consumption 
there is also frightening amounts of toxic waste.  For 
every barrel of oil produced, there is 1.5 barrels of 
toxic bi-product.  This toxic waste remains in holding 
places called ‘tailings ponds’ that are so big they can 
be seen from space.  These tailings ponds resemble 
lakes as they can span the size of 50 square kilome-
ters.  Any wildlife that consumes or comes in contact 
with this contaminated water dies.  This was seen in 
the case where over 1600 ducks perished after land-
ing in a tailings pond thinking it was a lake. 

There are presently extreme levels 
of toxicity causing exponential rates 
of rare forms of cancer and deaths 
in the area of Ft. Chipewyan (a com-
munity downstream from the tar 
sands).  
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Pipelines, Tar Sands, 
and the Lubicon Cree

Tailings pond
“If one million barrels of oil are produced a day that means they use at least 4 million 

barrels of water A DAY! To make a comparison, my family who still do not have running 
water, use ONE barrel of water to drink and this can last 5 days to a week depending on 
the size of the family...”

Projected forecast of pipelines

This sort of “energy development” is an insanely wasteful attempt to make Alberta a world energy power 
at the expense of 1/5th of the province.

In the coming years, the exploitation of the tar sands will be one of the biggest issues and debates of 
how we as a human race consume and produce energy.  Working towards harnessing renewable energy 
and returning to our sustainable ways as Indigenous peoples will be of extreme importance if we are to 
live out our existence as stewards of the land, a duty given to us by the Creator.  

Now is the time to speak out and raise awareness for our inherent rights as Indigenous peoples and to 
protect the sacredness of our Mother Earth. 

Please join me in this fight. 

Ay hai, Miyowapan.
Melina Laboucan-Massimo

For more information, check out:
www.ienearth.org/cits.html
www.greenpeace.ca/tarsands
www.ran.org/tarsands
www.oilsandstruth.org/

Close up of mining operation...

photo and background by 
Clayton Thomas-Muller
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 Corporate agriculture feeds us all, but do we really 
know how agricultural technology works and what the 
implications are?  I didn’t know, so I decided to do some 
research about corporate agricultural technology versus 
organic agricultural technology.  It’s time to get some educa-
tion about the food I am putting into my body, and what the 
ramifications could be.  

Old school family farms and agriculture are a thing of the 
past.  Corporate agriculture has taken over and produces a 
vast majority of the meat and produce we buy in grocery 
stores.  For meat production, factories house thousands of 
cows, pigs, or chickens for the production of meat, eggs, and 
dairy products.  Computers monitor and regulate livestock 
consumption of water and feed, so these factories are mostly 
self-reliant and therefore save a great deal of money on 
human resources.  Many livestock factories harvest on-site 
genetically modified crops that feed the livestock, and there 
also is on-site technology that fertilizes these crops.  Live-
stock feces is collected through floor grids in the animals’ 
confined living spaces and siphoned to large outdoor 
holding tanks, where it is then used to fertilize livestock 
feed crops.  This, too, is conducted by computer operated 
systems.  These technologies are all timed and executed with 
exact precision for optimal livestock production.  

“Corporate agriculture has taken over and produces 
a vast majority of the meat and produce we buy in 

grocery stores”

For other kinds of crops, corporate agriculture practices the 
genetic modification of organisms in fruit, vegetables, grains, 
and other edible plant species, and the elaborate technology 
used to create this “Frankenfood” takes place in laboratories.  
The genes of plants are spliced or altered from their natural 
form to enhance desirable qualities like size and nutrient/vi-
tamin content, as well as resistance to pests or pest control 
chemicals.  

Overall, the benefit of corporate agriculture is the produc-
tion of a great deal of meat and produce for consumption 
by the general public.  Harvesting genetically modified and 
highly resilient crops that can withstand colder climates and 
pests as well as enhance esthetically appealing qualities has 
allowed mass distribution and consumption of foods.  Pro-
ducing enough meat and edible plants to meet the market 
demand is possible due to these mass livestock production 
factories and widespread genetic modification.  Regretfully, 
the technologies used to by the corporate agricultural indus-
try are not widely understood by the public, and neither are 
the implications of these technologies.

Much of the commercial meat we consume comes from live-
stock farms where animals are fed genetically modified feed, 
a great deal of antibiotics, and eventually get shipped off to 
slaughter houses that do not espouse sanitary meat produc-
tion environments (does anyone remember the mad cow 
outbreak a few years back and the Maple Leaf listeria frenzy 
just this last summer?).  Also, the outdoor animal feces hold-
ing tanks at livestock factories often crack, leak, and pollute 
underground water supply, nearby waterways, and the local 
ecosystem.  These livestock factories house so many animals 
that the tubs of feces cannot accommodate all the waste 
that is produced, and so the excess is mixed with a diluting 
solution and sprayed off into the surrounding environment 
causing havoc to the local ecosystem.   

The technology that produces genetically modified agricul-
ture has great implications as well.  The intense fertilization 
and chemical treatment of crops causes soil erosion that can 
take hundreds of year to correct.  This proves corporate crop 
agricultural technology to be incredibly unsustainable and 

Genetically Modified Agri-Tech 
Vs Organic Agri-Tech

harmful to the environment.  There is also the unsettling truth 
that there is no general consensus among the scientific com-
munity as to whether or not genetically modified food is safe 
for public consumption.  The long term effects of consuming 
genetically modified foods remains unknown, and there is even 
some evidence to suggest that consuming genetically modified 
food contributes to illness and disease.

“The long-term effects of consuming genetically modi-
fied foods remain unknown, and there is even some 

evidence to suggest that consuming genetically modi-
fied food contributes to illness and disease”

Organic agricultural technology implications are different.  
Biofertilizers, green compost, green manures, and matching 
crops with ideal agro climatic conditions are all practices that 
contribute the harvest of organic fruit, vegetables, and grains 
without compromising soil quality, sustainability, biodiversity, or 
the health of those that eat this food.  Crop rotation and other 
holistic organic agricultural practices and technologies have 
been around for many centuries and absolutely contend with 
modern agricultural technologies, and some argue they are far 
superior in terms of long-term sustainability.  Another ambitious 
quality of the organic agricultural movement is its’ impetus to 
develop new technologies due to lack of other options for pest 
control.  Although further research and development resources 
are needed, the organic agricultural industry remains a leader in 
proactive innovative approaches to non-chemical and biologi-
cal pest control technologies that are useful and beneficial to all 
agricultural industries.

There is a great deal of information to compare when examining 
the advantages and disadvantages of both corporate and or-
ganic agricultural technologies, but in the end I have chosen an 
organic and vegan/plant based diet (with the exception of my 
occasional powwow moose steak and venison burger!).  A lot of 
people challenge me for choosing such a diet, but there seems 
to be more proven dangers and disadvantages to consuming 
corporately produced meat products and genetically modified 
foods than organic and vegan options.

Neegann Aaswaakshin - Saulteaux
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Our indigenous working group recently hosted randy ross, an 
expert in radiation and effects of emf’s. When our members 
asked him if he thought the hydro companies would dispute 
us if we said no to any new transmission lines in our territory 
he replied, “naturally, and remember that the power corpo-
rations can put these wherever they want, they will just go 
somewhere else when you say no to one place.” On one hand 
we are thankful for mr. Ross’s honesty, but on the other hand 
his response is very discouraging. The ilm project is another 
case of half assed consultation, that bc hydro only made the 
efforts to bring to our attention when the dates are already set 
and the money is already invested.

 Electromagnetic fields or EMF’s are the physical fields 
produced by electrically charged objects. These fields can be 
found everywhere where there is electricity, and can be found 
largely in between the wires of electric power lines and the 
ground beneath them, but the effects of the fields don’t stop 
there.

We sit and listen to our elders share stories about harvesting 
plants for food and medicine, they also share that the tradi-
tional foods and medicines are becoming harder and harder to 
find. These are not foods of the past, these are not medicines 
of the past, these are plants that our people still seek for sus-
tenance and healing. Bc hydro and bctc (bc transmission cor-
poration) tell us that there are no harmful effects to the plants 
near their transmission lines but our elders are not finding any 
plants near the lines, as these plants have relocated. 

The ILM (interior to lower mainland) transmission reinforce-
ment project is a recent initiative of bc hydro and bctc.  This 
projected new transmission line cuts right through sto:lo terri-
tory. The end result of a new line along with existing lines and 
the run of the river clusters planned would be a literal maze 
of transmission lines, along with a wicked output of voltage 
and radiation as a bi-product. A number of technical lands and 
resource management teams came together to work towards 
collective solutions to the proposed ILM project; we are an 
indigenous working group.

When the power corporations come uninvited through our 
territories, their concerns are not for our traditional uses of 
those territories, their concerns are for “safety”.  Really, the 
only safety concern they have is how well the soil will hold up 
the transmission towers. The whole “is it not falling on you?” 
Mentality is to say the least very narrow minded, there is very 
little time for us to target this mentality while we are drying 
the tears on our grandma’s cheeks. 
The sto:lo tribal council and the sto:lo research and resource  
management centre collaborated to create a work plan/re-
search plan to begin a study on the potential adverse effects 
of emf to the health of  the Sto:lo.  Those funds have been 
granted, by Health Canada, and the study will begin early this 
year.

The same group of technicians recently completed a study to 
better identify impacts of the hydroelectric transmission lines 
on sto:lo peoples’ relationship to the landscape. This study was 
done in a way that reflects the holistic approach to health that 
our people hold dear to this day.

We have been meeting with the BCTC (BC Transmission Corp.) 
And the environmental assessment office regarding our 
emf concerns, environmental health concerns, and possible 
accommodation, and we are Consistently facing the same 
responses. Industry is refusing to acknowledge that “some” 
concern is any concern worth preventing exposure to.

We as the Indigenous peoples of this land have specific 
concerns and we are not going to settle for cash or be pushed 
into the background any longer.

What plants are left our people are picking at times when 
we know its safe, safe from the annual pesticide sprays, even 
though that time of year is not ideal at least we know that 
there is no pesticides on them. 

Where are our plants going? Are they hiding until its safe to 
come back out, or are they going…going…gone for good? 

We understand the integrity of our traditional food and medi-
cine plants lies in the way we honour them, our people will 
continue to honour our traditional plants in the way we pick 
them, and continue to use them.

Yalh yexw kw’as-hoy

Susan Johnny, Chawathil First Nation
Carrielynn Victor, Cheam First Nation

“These are not foods of the past, these are not 
medicines of the past, these are plants that our 

people still seek for sustenance and healing.”

“The ILM project is another case of half 
assed consultation, that bc hydro only made 

the efforts to bring to our attention when 
the dates are already set and the money is 

A R E  E M F’ S  K I L L I N g O u R T R A D I T I O N A L  F O O D S  & M E D I C I N E S ?
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Roots PRogRam With PeteR moRin
 Redwire got a chance to speak to a long 
time associate of the magazine Peter Morin from 
the crow clan of the Tahltan nation.  Peter worked 
at Redwire from 2000 to 2004, and now works 
with Surrounded By Cedar Child and Family 
Services, an Aboriginal agency in Victoria that 
works in support of Aboriginal children and youth 
who are placed in care by the Ministry of Children 
and Families. Surrounded by Cedar works from 
a cultural place to provide cultural support for 
these children, their families, and their foster 
families.  

Peter’s work at Surrounded By Cedar is called 
the Roots Program.  His work focuses on re-
connecting kids to their home communities 
and with cultural materials from their home 
communities, and to help support they’re cultural 
learning and cultural practice needs.   Their new 
project that they are working on with the youth is 
to create a piece of regalia for the earth.   

This is their plan:

1. We will follow our traditions and each one of the 
youth will make button blanket regalia.  
2. This regalia will be a gift for someone in these 
youths life.  
3. They will combine all of the blankets into one 
large symbolic button blanket for the earth. 
4. After the honoring of the earth ceremony, the 
blankets made by the youth will be taken and be 
gifted to their new homes.

“As we all know, the strength of who we are lies in our ability to acknowledge, 
practice, share, teach, speak, sing, dance, our culture with each other”

The Roots program supports community members 
who are in need of it and this work is done from a 
cultural place first.  “As we all know, the strength 
of who we are lies in our ability to acknowledge, 
practice, share, teach, speak, sing, dance, our 
culture with each other” says peter about who the 
program targets and how it affects the community.  
When asked about how technology is important 
to the program he states: “cultural technologies 
are super important to life.  We live in such a rapid 
paced world, that our cultural strength can often 
get swept away by this world.   

“Cultural Technologies are super 
important to life.  we live in such a 
rapid paced world, that our cultural 
strength can often get swept away” 

Our cultural places and practices require 
commitment; this too can get swept away 
(sometimes).  By cultural technology, i mean all 
the technological innovations that our people 
discovered/created/dreamed like snow goggles, 
the toboggan, canoes, kayaks, drums, tanning 
hides…the list could go on. In the case of this 
button blanket project, it operates as a way of 
belonging in your community, letting them know 
who you are, it represents a story, and dancing 
the blanket represents acknowledgement of your 
community history.  Some people think of just 
a blanket with buttons on it, when in truth the 
blanket is a technology and a way for our people to 
plug into the history and spirit of the community in 
a strong way.”

Some future plans for Surrounded By Cedar include 
summer programs, support workshops for parents 
and non-aboriginal caregivers to learn to be better 
and stronger support for Aboriginal children in 
care.  They are also working with students at Vic 
High and S.J. Willis in Victoria to create the pieces of 
the button blanket.  On june 21 they will be ‘putting 
the blanket’ together to create a piece of regalia for 
the earth on the grounds of S.J. Willis and later on 
will be creating a website that will showcase the 
work of these youth.  “Because this is a community 
project, we would also like to extend the invitation 
to our community members who may want to add 
their own button blanket regalia to the button 
blanket for the earth.  We are not sewing these 
blankets together; we will be laying them down on 
the ground side by side to create a large blanket 
from these smaller blankets.” says Peter of the 
blanket program.

For more information or how to get involved 
with Surrounded By Cedars and the Roots 
Work Program please check out:

http://www.Surroundedbycedar.com/

Surrounded By Cedar 
Child & Family Services
#303 - 3995 Quadra street
Victoria, BC Canada
V8X 1J8
Phone:  (250) 383-2990
Fax:        (250) 383-2509
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•FREE, CONFIDENTIAL medical care
•Short wait times to see doctor
•Free food
•Free health supplies
•Free Internet access
•No ID required

Vancouver Native Health Clinic
449 East Hastings

604.254.9949
All Youth (ages 12-25) Welcome

Vancouver Native Health Youth Initiative Presents…

Youth Drop-In
Every Wednesday Night

5:30 - 8:00 pm

Photos from Hope in Shadows, 2008, by (from left to right) Donny Melanson, Tristan Vox, Bill Moreland, John Maglioco

“First Carvings”
Lianna Spence - Haida / Tsimshian
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Artworx

Christiana Latham - Gwich’in
Jennifer Pighin - Lheidi T’enneh

Jeneen Njootli - Vuntut Gwich’in
Karlene Harvey - Tsilhqot’in
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Artworx

Marika Swan - Tla-o-qui-aht
Julian Wade Scout - Blood Nation Stephen Gladue - Fishing Lake Metis
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 What do we really know about the people we 
meet on the Internet? We know they are human, but 
do we actually know them? No. The Internet is a fantasy 
place where hundreds of thousands of people per site can 
pretend to be someone they’re not. In the real world where 
murderers and rapists can roam, the Internet is a perfect 
opportunity to be someone else. 
I am seventeen and I have had my share of experiences. 
I see people writing every inch about themselves on the 
Internet. Who they are, what age they are, who their parents 
are and just about everything you can imagine is on their 
profiles. Do you know how dangerous that can be? People 
joke about being a stalker, but there are actual people in 
the world that do it, because they’re unhealthy or sick. For 
instance I could be a 50-year-old man, married with three 
kids pretending to be a 20 year old just for some excitement.  
Not that I’m saying the entire Internet is bad, I mean the 
Internet has its perks. That’s the problem with cell-phones 
too.  Ever get a text or picture from a number you’ve never 
heard of or seen before? Someone trying to text their 
friend and it duplicates and sends a text to you. Well that’s 
happened to me and my friends lots of times.  

I have a friend; she got a text from a guy in Alberta she never 
knew or met. They started text messaging each other more 
and more, a couple months go by and they start calling and 
other stuff but they still haven’t met. She started to change, 
keeping to herself, not wanting to believe anyone about 
what she was becoming and finally I told her she had to 
choose between someone she’s never met or her best friend. 
At first she chose me, and then she started texting that guy 
again because she said he’s a great listener.  I was mad and 

asked if she even knew the guy.  Sure he sends pictures but that 
could be anyone off the Internet, she’s never met the guy and 
she’s probably told him more about herself than she’s told me. 
All those months and her parents didn’t even know what was 
happening with their daughter and this guy she has never met. 
Their relationship became complicated. Her parents found out 
about this guy and took her phone away; when they gave it 
back they made her change her number, but she wrote the guy’s 
number down, soon after she was texting him again. 
I stopped talking to her, as I couldn’t stand trying to explain why 
the situation she was getting herself into was so dangerous. My 
other friends still talked to her and told me what was going on. It 
turns out her parents found out she was talking to that guy again 
and went to the police this time. 
Well that was eight months ago now, we never talked once after 
that, but one of my teachers was mad at me cause I didn’t give 
her an explanation on why we just stopped being friends.  I 
emailed her and asked her if she wanted to talk. Well I guess it 
worked out because our friendship is growing again. 
So now that I have ranted about the Internet and cell-phones, I 
guess I can say they aren’t that bad, I mean when you’re using it 
for the right things, like communicating with friends and family 
around the country. Just keep in mind there are perverts out 
there. And parents…don’t go crazy too soon. We know you only 
care and want what is best to protect us from all this, but some 
people need to learn from their own mistakes. I’m not saying 
don’t do anything, I’m just saying don’t go checking you children’s 
emails and cell phones, that’s a little too far. Communication is 
the key; just talk with them.

Cheyanne Drugan 

internet Boyfriends

Lacy Morin-Desjarlais - Saulteaux / Metis Karlene Harvey - Tsilhqot’in

26



The NEW Redwiremag.com

www.redwiremag.com
post.publish.read.research.inspire

Join us at www.redwiremag.com to take part in all of the following goodness

You can submit your own articles and original artwork to be featured on the site

 You can access wicked RW radio streams, online videos, and listen to the RW Cd’s 

You can find tips on podcasting, interviewing, blogging and publishing

As always, you’ll find current news items and opportunities for getting involved in media projects 

Buy some stylin RW merch at our online store 

Check out our photo gallery and creep thru our archived mags

Find out how you can promote local events and causes by posting to our email listserve

www.awaken100.com
Our artists breathe life into us al.Our spirits are waking up.

Checking out Aboriginal artist online galleries
 

Apply for your own online gallery to share your work with the world

Karlene Harvey - Tsilhqot’in
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 I want to share something with you that happened a 
few years ago, which had a profound impact on my sense of 
identity as a mixed Iñupiat woman and mother. At the time I 
was really depressed and I felt alone. My family was far away. 

I cried and wrote: 

I am my mother’s daughter. I was raised in my Mother’s culture. 
No, I don’t have status, I didn’t grow up near my people, I don’t 
know my language, know how to sing, eat traditional food, but 
I know my Mom and I know my Grandmother and my family. 
Great Grandma Rosie raised my mom and spoke Inupiaq and my 
Mom remembers this. Phoebe, my Grandmother speaks Inupiaq 
too. She gave me an Inupiaq name, Angyaya and my daughter 
the name Ukuusi. 

At a young age, I could see my Mom’s strength, her ability 
to get shit done, and her independence. I don’t remember 
appreciating it and know that I took it for granted. I see now 
the ways in which it was minimized. My Mom also has the 
ability to respond to the status quo in ways that make people 
uncomfortable and challenge their privilege or learned ways 
of reality. She taught us to really value unpretentiousness, 
honesty and a good sense of humor. This is how she had 
a different way of knowing. This is how she taught me a 
different way of knowing, which is a part of our culture.
 
I don’t know much about my Mom’s experiences growing up 
or the way she was with her siblings. But I knew, in our house, 
it was not good, polite, or acceptable to pry. This is part of my 
mom’s culture; that you respect everyone’s right to their own 
opinion and decision. You don’t ever tell people what to do 
and have an approach of supportive non-interference. You let 
people be. 

Never did I think my instincts about these teachings could 
be validated. However, in searching more on urban Inupiaq 
identity, I found something very similar. It was part of an 
interview and it explained the practice of reciprocity. In 
reference to how this is achieved, an Inupiat woman stated, 
“A direct request for assistance would be improper. People 
are not always able to provide help. It is a serious breach of 
etiquette to put someone in the position of having to say 
‘no”. This is what my mom had taught us and it reminds me of 
memories as a child and the ways in which my friends did not 
understand us: 

When my mom said yes, she didn’t always believe it was worth 
a yes. What she meant by this yes—and you should know this 
because you are smart—was really no. This is why my friends 
didn’t understand why it wasn’t respectful of me to not ask for 
things I knew it was not fair to ask for, like rides, or money, or 
too much. I had to know what was fair to ask for. I had to tell 
them not to take. Why didn’t they know it was wrong to take 
from her when she said yes? 

This development of sensitivity to others is part of my culture. 
That you have awareness around what is expected of you and 
of what is fair. 
 
Over the past few years I have started to name things that 
have been inherent in my gut or in my chest that I had no 
way of articulating before. Naming this has reaffirmed a sense 
of self and identity. Much of this process came from hard 
times, some while at Redwire. I don’t think I had even then, 
even a year ago, a strong sense of myself. I hope Redwire 
can continue to grow and change, like the impermanent self 
because this will not be the last word. 

I Am My Mother’s Daughter
Rebecca Taylor - Inupiat

Julian Wade Scout - Blood Nation
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Technology 
Scribed by the Nootkan Savage

  Technology, in the traditional Indigenous perspective, 
was not solely a physically produced product. The ability 
to heal, medicinal practices, tools and weaponry, modes 
of transportation and methods of food preservation were 
constantly evolving technologies that were just as spiritual in 
nature as they were physical. Much of the knowledge that was 
accessed to advance technologies was not human in origin. 
The Spirit World is most often the source of all technological 
advancement. Through methodical visioning and spiritual 
rituals Indigenous Peoples would be afforded insights into 
advancements that transcended physical limitations. Spiritual 
healing, transformation, and shape shifting are among the 
technologies that our People were exploring when interrupted 
abruptly by colonial perspectives and approaches. 

Regardless of where our technologies were during the onset of 
colonialism we are now forced to act/react within neo-colonial 
parameters. Our perspectives have adapted almost too well 
to a foreign appreciation of wealth and technology. Walmart 
has replaced our ability to harvest foods and clothing from our 
territories. Pharmaceuticals have stripped us of our medicinal 
knowledge and now sell it back to us in tiny capsules sealed 
in plastic containers for our protection. We are continuously 
attacked by voracious advertisements that force-feed us the 
latest in technological must-have merchandise. 

But, we can see that this way of life cannot be sustained. It 
is a short-lived, disposable way of life and its expiry date is 
approaching quickly. As vehicle emissions congest the fast-
food drive-thru line-ups that in turn congest our arteries we 
can see the writing that is smeared upon the wall in the blood 
of our ancestors:  

Some may say that it makes no sense to take steps that only 
move us backwards… but when you are running straight 
toward the edge of a cliff you decide which is the wisest 
choice.

The traditional perspective of wealth was based primarily 
upon an egalitarian and balanced possession of goods 
and services within a communal environment. There was 
no room for one person to be wealthy and for another 
community member to be struggling. The accumulated 
wealth of the people was personified by the chieftain 
family but their role was most often as gift-bearers and 
distributors of goods not taxmen that would levy the 
services of their fellow community members for their own 
benefit.  

 Throughout history there have been many 
technological advancements that have changed life 
as we know it. The harnessing of fire, the advent of the 
wheel, weapons, the steam engine and sham-wow! But, 
technology (at least as it is known today) has come with a 
cost. 

The environment and the People of the Land have 
most recently felt first-hand the wrath of technological 
advancement. The desire to accomplish greater 
technological feats, to produce the next evolutionary leap 
that is conveniently sold to us in three easy payments of 
$19.99 is all built upon the destruction of the Indigenous 
way of life.  

The reasoning behind this self-imposed catastrophe is 
quite simple… the manufacturers of colonial merchandise 
do not possess a connection to the land. The Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC) is a living monument toward the 
lack of connection to the land that has been maintained 
throughout the recent history here in Indigenous 
territories. Originally, the HBC was granted large tracts 
of land to exploit and ship to Europe. The profitability of 
colonial proprietary business has succinctly influenced the 
current commercialized infrastructure that continues to 
rule the land. So effective has this approach been that it is 
now deeply entrenched within the indigenous mindset. 
The indigenous concepts of wealth and technology now 
are often synonymous with dollar $ign$. 

David Cruz - Nahuatl/Purepucha/Xicana

Josue Bustos - Purepucha
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