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EDITORIAL

DUSTIN JOHNSON
 Gispwudwada - Blackfish (“Killer Whale”) Clan, 

Gitkxaahla / Lach hlgu Alaams,Ts’m’sxyen 
(Tsimshian) Nation

Txa’nii na halidzoxg’m Alugyiget...

When it comes to defending the land, one must 
 rst have intimate knowledge of the land of one’s 
ancestors. You need to really know and under-
stand what you want to protect and maintain. For 
those of us living in the cities, it really takes effort 
and good timing (as well as reliable transportation) 
to move home and be responsible for one’s inheri-
tance, ancestral land. The re-occupation of our 
territories is crucial. This means moving beyond 
the Indian Reservation and living on hereditary 
territory. It’s not ‘Crown Land,’ it’s the land of your 
ancestors, both past and future. This also helps 
bond the people together and is particularly good 
at unifying extended families, who, in this day and 
age, have become more and more broken apart 
as a result of distracting, individualistic, corrupt 
(materialistic) values that come with assimilating 
into a modern capitalist society. Unplugging one-
self from the system is dif cult but must be done 
so we can de-program and eliminate our own per-
sonal colonized weaknesses. Living off the land at 
least somewhat can help do this, has a liberating 
effect on the spirit. We need to learn from the past 
so we can understand the present and prepare for 
some kind of future. 

The next issue will be the ‘prison justice issue.’ 
We have been trying to educate the people as to 
the realities of the (in)justice system and how it 
maintains control over natives. Control over na-

tives with this sys-
tem has been re-
 ned to a science. 
As Leonard Peltier 
said, “Prisons are 
the fastest grow-
ing Indian reser-
vations,” and it’s 
true. You don’t see 
rich non-natives in 
prison, it’s mostly 
poor, working class 
people of color and 
natives. We need 
current and past na-
tive prison inmates 
to write articles and 
contribute artwork 
for this issue. It’s 
your issue and your 
voices are rarely, if 
ever, heard while be-
hind the enemy lines, but we intend to amplify 
your voices.

“The ultimate expression of law is not order - 
it’s prison. There are hundreds upon hundreds of 
prisons, and thousand upon thousands of laws, 
yet there is no social order, no social peace. Ang-
lo-Saxon bourgeois law is tied  rmly into econom-
ics. Bourgeois law protects property relations and 
not social relationships...The law and everything 

that interlocks with it was constructed 
for poor, desperate people like me.”  - 
George Jackson, “Blood In My Eye.” 
pp. 99-100.

PHIL GRAY, TSIMSHIAN/CREE
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Zapatista’s Call for 
Unity with North-

ern Indigenous 
People

The Zapatista’s (EZLN) are holding 
a North American Summit for Indig-
enous People who live in Northern 
Mexico, the U.S. and Canada.  The 
Summit will be held in O’odham ter-
ritory in Mexico on October 8th and 
9th of 2007.

The summit will provide Indigenous 
Peoples a chance to learn more about 
the Zapatista resistance movement. 
Three topics will be raised for discus-
sion, including: capitalism’s negative 
impact on Indigenous communities, 
Indigenous resistance movements 
in defense of land, culture, and life, 
and why Indigenous People continue 
to struggle.  Individual Indigenous 
representatives will also be given a 
chance to discuss the problems they 
face in their respective territories.

The summit will take place at Ran-
cho el Penasco eco-tourism and 
biodiversity ranch, located south of 
Magdalena on the Main Highway to 
Hermosilla, and almost a 2 hour drive 
from the border in Nogales, Arizona.  
Camping will be available on the 
ranch from October 7th till the 9th.

There are also Indigenous summits 
being held in Oaxaca on Oct. 4th 
–5th, Atlapulco in central Mexico on 
Oct. 6th –7th, and in Michaocan on 
Oct. 6th – 7th, 2007.  

These will be followed by the Inter-
continental Indigenous Summit/En-
cuentro de Pueblos Indígenas de 
América, Oct. 11th – 14th.  The “En-
cuentro” will symbolically start on the 
Colonial holiday known as Columbus 
Day, renamed as Indigenous Resis-
tance Day, to unify “the struggles of 
liberation of the indigenous people of 
the Americas; considering that for our 
people it has proven necessary that 
their struggles be made known world 
wide in order to be supported by all 
honest movements that struggle for 
a society effectively just, free, and 
democratic.”

More info: www.encuentroindigena.
org/?p=5 & chiapas.indymedia.org

 Algonquins Defy 
Court Order to End 

Blockade
The Algonquin alliance of the Ardoch 
Algonquins and Sharbot Obaadjiwan 
First Nation have remained stead-
fast in their right to protest Frontenac 
Ventures’ proposed uranium mine in 
their traditional territory. 

Uranium mining has long been a 
contentious issue in Indigenous com-
munities and has been the cause of 
much protest in the past. Often land 
chosen for mining uranium is near In-
digenous communities; the populous 
of these communities considered ex-
pendable by government and corpo-
rations. Impacts from uranium mining 
include the contamination of drinking 
water and the destruction of tradition-
al life patterns on the land. 

Community members have put a halt 
to the operation since June, stating 
that they were not properly consulted 
regarding the proposed development.  
The protest has been peaceful so far 
and the members are unarmed, but 
they say they will stay there “forever,” 
if that is what it takes to stop the op-
eration.

Frontenac Ventures has gone on the 
offensive, opting to sue the Algon-
quins for $77 million, alleging that 
protesters intimidated and threatened 
Frontenac employees.  Meanwhile, 
Frontenac CEO George White as-
serted, “Canada should utilize para-
military forces such as those used in 
Africa […] to protect mining interests.”  
He has also compared the Algonquin 
defenders to terrorists.

The Algonquins have maintained that 
they will remain peaceful, but will de-
fend themselves and the land if nec-
essary.  As Algonquin Chief Paula 
Sherman stated, “the bottom line is 
we won’t be leaving here.” 

Contacts: Chief Paula Sherman 
– 613-329-3706 omamikwe@bell.
blackberry.net; Chief Randy Cota 
– (613) 541-8205; 
Lawyer Christopher Reid – lawreid@
aol.com (416) 466-9928

Shell Blocked from 
Exploiting Sacred 

Headwaters
The Royal Dutch Shell Company has 
a disgusting history of exploiting In-
digenous lands and funding govern-
ment-sanctioned death squads to 
combat resistance movements. Re-
cently, Shell has been blocked from 
“pumping coal bed methane out of 
the ground” in the Sacred Headwa-
ters, the “shared birthplace of the 
Skeena, Nass and Stikine Rivers.” If 
Shell proceeds with their operations, 
there will be “irreparable damage to 
Salmon, Wildlife, Water Quality and 
Vegetation throughout Northwest 
B.C.”

For over two years, a dedicated group 
of Tahltans, many of them elders 
whose territory includes the Headwa-
ters, have stopped the company from 
creating a government-granted “coal-
bed methane gas  eld scarred by a 
maze of wells, pipelines and roads” 
in their sacred waterway. The Tahltan 
now also have the support of many 
environmental groups and non-Na-
tives who want to see this biologi-
cally-diverse area protected from any 
Industrial interests.

Despite these ongoing resistance ef-
forts, the Shell Company has sought 
an injunction to remove any protest-
ers at the blockade.

More recently, Shell has delayed 
their injunction proceedings, possi-
bly aware of the growing support for 
the Tahltan.  If they do proceed, the 
Tahltan and their supporters are pre-
pared to continue their resistance to 
the Shell operation. Oscar Dennis, a 
spokesperson for the Tahltan block-
aders, proclaimed that their “resolve 
to protect the Sacred Headwaters is 
stronger than ever.” 

For more info: www.sacredheadwa-
ters.com & www.skeenawatershed.
com

Video - British Columbia- Nige-
ria North? - www.youtube.com/
watch?v=V2RUhJGbjDM
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RCMP Pepper Spray 
Shishalh Youth Soc-
cer Victory Parade

On July 3rd, 2007, two Native youth 
soccer teams returned to Sechelt cel-
ebrating their recent tournament victo-
ries at North Vancouver with a parade 
of honking vehicles on band land.  
They were pursued by an RCMP of-
 cer who attempted to pull over a 
truck that held celebrating players in 
its back.

The driver, Troy Myers, was arrested 
for failure to stop his vehicle.  When 
his wife Shannon Philips approached 
the of cer to ask why he was being 
arrested, she was pepper-sprayed 
while holding her 8-month-old baby 
boy Kaden.  At this time, the sur-
rounding crowd became agitated and 
of cers pepper-sprayed some more.  
Fifteen Shishalh Nation members 
were treated at St. Mary’s Hospital for 
exposure to pepper spray.  Many of 
those sprayed were youth and two of 
them under the age of 2.

The community reacted with frustra-
tion and anger. The motorcade cele-
bration has been going on in the com-
munity for the last 30 years and this 
was the  rst incident of violence that 
has ever occurred.  Band members 
asked for an inquiry and  led a com-
plaint, leading nowhere.  Shortly after 
the incident Sechelt Chief Stan Dixon 
decided to accept an RCMP apology 
‘on behalf of his people.’  He did so 
without consulting anyone in the com-
munity, which resulted in over 50 band 
members barricading the band of ce 
and demanding his resignation.  He 
refused; believing he was in the right, 
and subsequently went on vacation.  
In a further twist, a non-Native Sechelt 
resident has recently nominated him 
for an Aboriginal Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

Tension still exists between the com-
munity and the RCMP as well as with 
the existing Indian Act Chief.  The inci-
dent being an example of the RCMP’s 
collective itchy- trigger- nger behav-
ior when dealing with Natives, and an 
INAC chief who wants to please the 
government before his own People.

See video of incident on Youtube:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-fHc-
MNBYJ8

Huu-ay-aht and 
Tsawwassen Sign 

Controversial Trea-
ty Deals

Not long after the Lheidli T’enneh re-
jected their treaty deal, the Huu-ay-aht 
and Tsawwassen First Nations voted 
to approve theirs.  The Tsawwassen 
approved ‘the  rst ever urban treaty.’  
Receiving applause from the BC gov-
ernment and Big Business, the Tsaw-
wassen also face much criticism for 
what some say effectively signs away 
over 99% of their traditional territory.  

The Huu-ay-aht are part of the Maa-
nulth treaty, which needs to be rati-
 ed by the four other Nuu-Chah-Nulth 
communities of Toquaht, Uchuckle-
saht, Ucluelet and Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Che:
k’tles7et’h’ Peoples in order to go 
through.  They will vote before year-
end.  The Huu-ay-aht have been met 
with scathing criticism from the neigh-
boring Tseshaht People, who tried to 
block the vote in the Supreme Court.  
The Tseshaht believe that Huu-ay-
aht’s part of the deal encroaches on 
land they both previously agreed to 
share. All across the province these 
splits are occurring between neigh-
boring People’s who share or occupy 
overlapping territory.  It seems that the 
 rst to sign deals with the government 
will get the rights over the overlapping 
areas, creating more divide-and-con-
quer amongst First Nations.  

The rati cation of these deals is con-
sidered a victory for the BC govern-
ment, Capitalist ventures and a hand-
ful of ‘elite’ Natives, but there are still 
many who oppose the entire process.  
David Luggi, the Carrier Sekani tribal 
chief who was recently involved in 
the process, believes “the B.C. treaty 
process is corrupting, dividing and 
destroying our people […] The white 
man is using this process to bankrupt 
us, to deny our rights, and to insult 
our ancestors.” According to Arthur 
Manuel of the Indigenous Network on 
Economies and Trade, “They know 
they are in an economically vulner-
able position. They know we own our 
traditional territory, and they want to 
de ne the words and terms and trick 
us into giving our land to them. They 
would not have spent $1 billion on the 
treaty process if you did not own the 
land.”

The Privatization of 
Water in BC

The B.C. government, led by Gordon 
Campbell, is in the process of sell-
ing our water. “They have lied, have 
hidden information, have legislated 
to prevent democratic participation,” 
all in order to shut down the public’s 
voice regarding the world’s most im-
portant resource and human right: 
clean water.
Despite his previous promise to not 
privatize BC Hydro, Campbell has 
“opened all B.C.’s hundreds of rivers 
to virtual gift-takeovers by a network 
of foreign, often U.S. corporations.” 
Campbell passed Bill 30, legislation 
that “prevents all B.C. municipalities 
from having any power over zoning of 
electrical-generating facilities erected 
by private corporations on B.C. riv-
ers.” All of this will lead to watershed 
destruction by foreign companies who 
have no stake in the health of our wa-
ter. This furthers the transformation of 
water into a commodity.

One of the current areas of con ict is 
the Ashlu River, located near Squa-
mish. Ledcor, a private company, has 
plans on developing a hydroelectric 
facility there.  Of course, under the 
guise of the “New Relationship,” the 
B.C. and Ledcor have managed to 
buy out the Squamish Nation in or-
der to keep this corporate takeover 
on course. Unfortunately, the Ashlu 
project is not unique. The Ledcor ap-
plication is only one of nearly 500 ap-
plications by corporations to control 
our water.

If you care about the further destruc-
tion of our water, you are urged to get 
informed and become active in resis-
tance against the further destruction 
and foreign takeover of our rivers.

More info: www.ashlu.info & www.
squamishstreams.com & www.saveo-
urrivers.ca

AFN Day of Action 
and Anti-Canada 

Day
The much-hyped June 29th AFN (As-
sembly of First Nations) National Day 
of Action came and went with not 
much to report.  Speeches were made 
at small rallies across the country. 
The thinly disguised ploy to get more 
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money did not resonate enough 
AFN support with Natives across 
the country.  AFN chief Phil Fon-
taine reported that 100, 000 people 
came out in support of Aboriginals all 
across Canada, but this statement is 
highly exaggerated.  The low turnout 
has to be considered a failure for the 
government-funded AFN, consider-
ing the amount of corporate press 
the Day of Action (DOA) got before 
it actually occurred.

The AFN did achieve its’ aim of 
presenting themselves to the gen-
eral public as ‘the voice of Native 
People,’ as well as a non-threaten-
ing government ally. When asked 
about potential blockades, Fontaine, 
standing side by side with RCMP 
and provincial police, called these 
potential actions “isolated” and “do 
not re ect the position of the AFN, 
or the many First Nations across the 
country,” and further warned poten-
tial blockaders that they should be 
ready to face consequences for their 
“trouble-making.” The AFN were well 
aware of Indian Agent Jim Prentice’s 
earlier threats of funding cuts for any 
band-sanctioned acts of militancy.

What grabbed most of the headlines 
on the DOA were the blockades by 
the anti-AFN Tyendinaga Mohawks 
on Highway 401, and the CN Rail 
that goes through their territory. Ap-
proximately “$100 million dollars” 
worth of cargo was stopped from be-
ing delivered that day. 

What the DOA served to do was fur-
ther isolate grassroots Indigenous 
organizers from their capital-minded 
AFN counterparts.  It also demon-
strated the need for coast-to-coast 
actions that are not controlled by 
threats from the government, police, 
and their AFN collaborators.

Anti-Canada Day had more of a 
grassroots feel in Vancouver, as over 
200 Indigenous People marched, 
blockaded and burned.  They 
marched down Commercial Drive to 
the CN Rail lines on Venables street, 
near that expensive ice cream shop 
with over 200  avors.  The rail lines 
were blockaded and Canadian  ags 
were symbolically burned on the 
tracks. 

For more info: harrietspirit.blogspot.
com

Check out the Video Foot-
age: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VfFip2VD5HU

Judge Ramsay: One 
Part of a Larger Sys-

temic Problem
by Ange Sterritt
The mainstream corporate media re-
cently brought into light the private 
trial of Judge David Ramsay, the 
BC Supreme Court Judge charged 
with breach of trust, buying sex from 
minors, and sexual assault caus-
ing bodily harm. His victims, mostly 
Indigenous girls in Prince George, 
were between the ages of 12 and 
17. Ramsay was sentenced to only 
7 years in prison in 2004.

Judge Ramsay is serving his sen-
tence at the Dorchester Penitentiary 
in New Brunswick, far away from 
public scrutiny. Ramsay’s release 
date is set for January 30th, 2009, 
but his ability to survive that long is 
in question (he apparently has termi-
nal cancer).

While some community leaders are 
claiming “victory” that the violent 
judge (who has shown revulsion to-
wards his victims and no remorse for 
his crimes) was put away for the time 
being, facts reveal some realities 
about the abuse of power and levels 
of sexual exploitation and violence 
saturated in the entire “(in)justice” 
system.

Judge Ramsay was not removed 
from his duties on the Bench until 
the summer of 2002. According to 
media accounts, Ramsay’s crimes 
continued until 2001, three years af-
ter the RCMP investigation suppos-
edly began in 1999. But that’s not 
where the corruption ends.

In October 2001, eyewitnesses came 
forward with  rst-hand evidence that 
Indigenous children were (are) being 
used in west coast pedophile rings, 
involving senior judges, politicians, 
the church, and ‘elite aboriginal 
leaders.’ According to the “Canadian 
Holocaust” website, one of these 

pedophile networks operates out 
of the prestigious Vancouver Club. 
There have also been several ac-
counts made by sexually-exploited 
girls and women that the RCMP and 
the police are involved in this type of 
organized, sexual exploitation of In-
digenous girls and women. 

While some leaders promote turning 
a blind eye to the harsh reality that 
many of our sisters experience at the 
hands of the “justice” system, others 
are choosing to expose this oppres-
sion as ongoing genocide, and seek 
to educate and organize our commu-
nities to take action against systemic 
sexual violence. Many contend that 
grassroots direct action against this 
racist system needs to take place 
now.

If you have privilege or a strong 
voice in your community, organize 
and mobilize the people, build your 
allies, keep an eye out for these 
predators, and defend against these 
attacks when possible.  

For more resources:
Injustice Busters. “Justin Harris: Cop 
Without a Single Redeeming Qual-
ity” <www.injusticebusters.com/06/
Harris_Justin.shtml>

Frank Peebles. “Ramsay Denied 
Parole: Former Prince George judge 
will get no early release from prison”. 
The Prince George Citizen.
<www.princegeorgecitizen.com/in-
dex.php?option=com_content&task
=view&id=108567&Itemid=239>

Kelly MacDonald. “Justice Sys-
tems Response: Violence 
against Aboriginal Girls”. Jus-
tice For Girls.<justiceforgirls.
org/publications/pdfs/Violence%
20against%20Aboriginal%20Gi
rls%20-%20Final%20Brief%20-
%20Sept%202005.pdf>

The Canadian Holocaust. “Chronolo-
gy of Events: Genocide in Canada”. 
< canadiangenocide.nativeweb.org/
intro2.html>
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Reviews
UNNATURAL & ACCIDENTAL

It’s really unfortunate that  lms like these don’t 
come with disclaimers that read: “WARNING: THIS 
FILM HAS EXCESSIVELY GRAPHIC DEPICTIONS 
OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE.  THIS MAY BE A TRAU-
MATIC EXPERIENCE FOR FEMALE VIEWERS, 
ESPECIALLY THOSE OF INDIGENOUS ANCES-
TRY.” But of course, this isn’t the case. Unnatural 
and Accidental attempts to dramatize the widespread 
and ongoing murders and disappearances of Indig-
enous women in a story loosely based on Vancouver 
serial killer Gilbert Paul Jordan. Jordan used to lure 
his victims off the street, get them inebriated, sexu-
ally assault them, and then ply their bodies with lethal 
amounts of alcohol.  Racist authorities and shoddy 
medical examiners would then go ahead and deem 
the causes of death as ‘Unnatural and Accidental,’ 
concluding that each woman was “just another native 
prostitute who drank herself to death.” The  lm was 
shot right on location in Vancouver’s Downtown East 
Side, and so the parallels to reality are unshakeable, 
especially given the recent Robert Pickton pig farm 
murder trials. Propelled by an all-native female cast, 
the  lm has raw artistic power, and even a compelling 
beauty with the evocative  lmic presence of the spirit 
world.  But there are some really fucked up things that 
‘roused my suspicion of the  lm’s celebrated, white 
male ‘canadian’ director.  Things like how the young-
est female cast member (who has no lines of dialogue 
at all) is subjected to the most nudity and most brutal 
rape scene, or how as an audience, we are held down 
and forced to watch an elder get raped and murdered.  
I have a hard time imagining that such grisly, exploi-
tive, voyeuristic displays of gut-ripping horror had as 
much front-and-center presence in the stage produc-
tion as it did in the  lm. This is why I strongly suggest 
that native audiences seek out a copy of Metis writer 
Marie Clement’s play of which the  lm is based on, 

and skip the 
screen ad-
aptation al-
together. But 
really, what 
more can we 
expect from 
a  lm made 
by a white 
man about 
how native 
women are 
targets of 
sick white 
men?  The 
 lm plays out 
like a cine-
matic sexual 
assault, and 
so it seems 
only all too 
appropriate 
that it should 
be viewed by those who continue to allow it to hap-
pen. It should be seen by the Canadian institutions 
that continue to systematically marginalize Indigenous 
women, as well as  the unscrupulous law enforcers 
who ascertain unbiased investigation for all murder 
cases. And  nally, it should be mandatory viewing for 
the conservative bureaucrats who deny the legisla-
tion needed to decriminalize and protect sex work-
ers under the ‘Canadian law.’ After all, they are just 
as responsible for these murders as the known and 
anonymous predators 
who have stolen the 
lives of so many of our 
women.

BERIC MANYWOUNDS, 
TSUU T’INA/SAULTEAUX

DIRECTED BY CARL BESSAI
WRITTEN BY MARIE CLEMENTS
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THE CANARY EFFECT
YELLOW THUNDER WOMAN & ROBIN DARVEY
Weapons of Mass Entertainment & 
Bastard Fairy Productions

To all the Native Youth, please go 
watch this movie.

Our whole lives begin to unfold within 
in this powerful documentary. It haunt-
ingly captures the truths, horrors and 
homicidal tactics of the United States 
of America and the policies from which 
their country was built upon. Native 
lives remain in remembrance of those 
who were impaled upon this Amerika’s 
history and forefront. America, the so-
called, ‘land of freedom’. 

Watch this  lm for yourself and your 
own healing processes. Watch this 
 lm for your children and their own 

healing processes. Most important-
ly, bare witness to this documentary 
out of the great and deep respect we 
should hold for our Ancestors; whose 
harmony, spirituality and blood the 
United States of America (as well as 
Canada, in a very similar process), 
shed for their own gain. I leave it up to 
you to  ll in the rest. 

“IT TAKES A HALF BREED”
A REVIEW OF AGE OF EMPIRES III: THE WAR CHIEFS

Beth A. Dillon is an Irish, Anishinaabe, and Metis writer 
specializing in video game industry currently working on a 
Doctorate in the School of Interactive Arts & Technology 
at Simon Fraser University to develop games for Native 
sovereignty.

What is it with half-breed heroes? Age of Empires III: 
The WarChiefs is yet another video game with half-
breeds in the main player role. If you can get past his-
torical inaccuracies understanding the campaign Fire 
and Shadow is  ctional and a narrator who is closely 
related to the main characters yet talks about them as 
if they’re distant “legends,” then you’ve got yourself a 
Real Time Strategy (RTS) that makes improvements 
on past games like Civilization III: Iroquois. 

In this expansion pack, the designers acknowledge 
differences between Nations. The Iroquois, Sioux, 
and Aztecs are playable and have a combative edge 
with “War Chiefs” and balanced armies. This is unlike 
past games I’ve played, where you start off with bows 
and your civilization is too low to use guns yet. By the 
time you can handle a ri e, the English and French 
get cannons. Nice.

So, with an even playing  eld for Multiplayer, how about 
the story of the Singleplayer campaign? You start as 
Nathaniel Black, half Iroquois, who sides with George 
Washington against Hessians, Mohawks, and Seneca 
to save his kidnapped full-blood mother. In the next 
chapter, Chayton Black, Nathaniel’s grandson and 
also half Lakota, ends up in Red Cloud’s war trying 
to negotiate peace between a greedy gold miner and 
Crazy Horse. Now, you start killing off all manner of 
other Natives because you own a railroad for settlers, 
but eventually you turn on the miner and “go Indian” 
with a whole new face paint job and regalia redo. The 
story climaxes in bringing together the Nations for the 
Battle at Little Bighorn, and yes, you get to kill Custer 
during a massive onslaught of military. 
 
It’s a shame you can’t change sides earlier in the 
campaign, but that’s just the limitations to a RTS. The 
narrator  nishes off with an ominous “Did Chayton 
choose the right side?” line to play it safe. Give me a 
break, writers, and maybe next time we’ll get a game 
that fully owns revolutionary battle.

RIEL MANYWOUNDS, TSUU T’INA 
& NAZ’AZDLI CARRIER NATIONS

BETH A. DILLON, IRISH/AN-
ISHINAABE/.METIS

Released Thanksgiving Day 2006
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by Kloi: an aspiring Indigeninja from the 
Northwest Coast

*Warning: what you are reading has been deemed 
illegal by our enemies, agents of the Canadian 
colonial police state. I don’t condone any of the 
stupid activities and information contained in this 
article, nor does this writing re ect the perspec-
tive of the kind souls at RedWire. This opinion-
ated article on action is based on a fundamental 
Freedom of Expression, freedom of mind, body, 
and spirit. Plus, warriorism is important to some 
native cultures that maintain a backbone and still 
give a shit about red power and real native pride. 
Smart, calculated warriors, not reckless, cowboy 
machismo. So enjoy the following theoretical (but 
thoughtful) storytelling on actions in defense of the 
everyday destruction of the environment that we 
and our future generations will or will not inherit. 
For as native people, it is our tradition to do so...*

Why Wage War Against the Ma-
chines? 
 Today, corporations sometimes have 
more in uence then governments, including the 
limited power of Indian Act Band Councils. Of-
tentimes, governments are in bed with corpora-
tions, and together these elite vultures share in 
pro ts while masses remain poor and oppressed. 
It is more then just a racial divide, as entire ways 
of life for people across the world are threatened 
by this new cancerous growth of this corporate 
beast hellbent on destroying sacred Mother Earth 
for the ‘almighty dollar.’ So it is up to us to take 
back some of this power and control, and use it 
for good. We can start by waging war against the 
machines, beginning with low-level actions, and 
working our way up to higher-level actions aimed 
at destroying corporate and state property. Acting 
as guerillas, we can strike at critical weaknesses 
where the system lies vulnerable to covert night-
time attack.

Burn Down that Fort! Don’t Hang 
Around It!
 Our recent ancestors (little over 120 years 
ago) had a proud warrior culture where they ac-
tively attacked European colonies and business 
operations (like exploitive fur-trading forts and 
ships) occupying native territory. Usually these 
consisted of covert raids in the middle of the night, 
or battles using guerilla warfare tactics against an 
enemy with stronger  repower that had limited 
centralized control.

Promoting Good Security
 It is not enough to simply be ‘brave’ war-
riors these days. We must adopt smart, modern 
warfare tactics and strategies. We live within a hi-
tech surveillance police state, and are up against 
an inhumane system with vast resources at its 
disposal. But we have a determined  ghting spirit 

and a long history of proud warrior histories, so tra-
ditional warrior and hunting knowledge very much 
comes in handy when using stealthy tactics. Hav-
ing good security can make all the commonsense 
difference between freedom or imprisonment, and 
life or death for anyone involved or remotely as-
sociated with sabotage operations.

“Security n. 1. Measures adopted to guard against 
attack, theft or disclosure. 2. Something that gives 
or assures safety & con dence...

 As noted, the purpose of security is to 
protect our movement. A vital part of this is to limit 
or deny the  ow of information to enemy forces. 
The following 4 principles should be seen as basic 
& fundamental security guidelines:
 - Do not send or discuss sensitive informa-
tion over any form of telecommunications (phone, 
cell,  internet, etc.), all of which are vulnerable 
to interception. 
 - Never discuss sensitive information in 
any enclosed area vulnerable to listening devices 
(i.e., homes,  vehicles, cafes, etc.).
 - Follow the Need-to-Know-Only Rule: If 
a person is not involved in the information, then 
they do not need  to know its contents. The 
less a person knows, the less danger there is they 
can tell others.
 - Avoid those unable to follow basic se-
curity codes. They are a danger to you and the 
movement. This  includes persons who 
talk too much, who do not take security seriously, 
alcoholics, etc.”
- from: Warrior Publications: Security & Counter-
Surveillance Manual

Destruction of State & Corporate 
Property, and Safety for Human Be-
ings
 It is important to note that WE DO NOT 
WANT TO CAUSE HARM TO HUMANS OR TO 
OUR EARTH MOTHER WE ARE TRYING TO 
PROTECT, but only to the corporate machinery 
that contributes to the daily destruction of Mother 
Earth, which is a direct attack on the future health 
of all humans who must inherit the ever-transform-
ing environment. Sabotage actions “should never 
be conducted in a rage or anger [...] Eco-sabotage 
should be planned, calmly executed, and the ex-
tent should re ect the damage that the evil-doer 
is in icting on the Earth.” (Ozymandias Sabotage 
Skills Handbook, Vol.1, 1995).

 It’s also very important for each person, 
ideally two to four trusted warriors, and based on 
the magnitude of the operation, to  nd a way to 
reduce stress levels and condition one’s mind to 
be calm but strong in carrying out these kind of 
actions.W
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Time for Some Action!
Here is an extremely summarized list of 

recommended low-level sabotage ac-
tions perfectly condensed in War Against 
the Machines: A Field Guide to Low-Level 
Sabotage:

- Road Spiking: sharpened metal (such as 
rebar or hard metal) rods driven into dips 
in dirt & gravel roads intended to puncture 
vehicle tires of corporate vehicles, thus dis-
rupting and delaying vehicle traf c. Do not 
leave prints on nails, WEAR GLOVES AT 
ALL TIMES.

- Deterring Snowmobiles: putting an end 
to yuppies galavanting around in the moun-
tains and causing environmental degrada-
tion and disrupting wildlife areas. Snowmo-
biles often frequent ski resorts and should 
be punished for the amount of damage that 
ski resort and outdoor recreational activities 
cause to mountains, the spiritual sources 
of water, medicine, and life to many native 
nations. Placing  shing line on snowmo-
bile trails can jam their track mechanism, 
and/or you can simply remove trail marker 
signs used for snowmobile routes so they 
can just get lost.

- Closing Roads: to disrupt ongoing ex-
ploitation, to delay proposed develop-
ments, and to scare away investment. 
Roads are vital to all empires for transport-
ing goods and personnel. Most resource 
exploitation and construction projects re-
quire roads, which are dif cult and expen-
sive to maintain in more remote areas. Dig 
trenches with picks and shovels and deep 
and large enough for vehicle wheels to bot-

tom out and jam up. Or cut down 
trees to block the road or park old 
or burned out vehicles across the 
road. Closing roads can be made 
to appear as an act of nature, and 
well, it is.

- Plugging Drainage Pipes: metal 
or plastic drainage pipes under 
roads can be blocked so that 
 ood waters or snow melt plug 
the pipes and wash out roads. 
Secure rocks and branches to 
be pushed inside the pipe and 
braced as close to the middle as 

possible, and not at the entrance. Restore 
natural appearance at the mouth of pipe and 
avoid leaving signs of activity. The resulting 
damage can require much repair and recon-
struction. Watch weather forecasts for major 
storms. 

- Destroying & Burning Bridges: use a bow 
saw or chainsaw (watch for nails and spikes 
in timber) to cut the bridge support, or else, 
burn a bridge at nighttime to limit the visibil-
ity of smoke. Burning bridges requires larger 
amounts of gas and wood. If lots of gas is 
used, ignite from some distance using a Mo-
lotov cocktail. WEAR GLOVES AND COV-
ERED SHOES AND DISPOSABLE OUTER 
CLOTHING. Use LOOKOUTS on surround-
ing roads and have multiple escape routes.

- Disabling Heavy Machinery: pour abra-
sive sand in the crankcase, jam doors and ig-
nition locks with slivers of wood or metal and 
super-glue, pour a gallon or more of water 
into fuel tank, pour dirt or sand or water into 
oil  lter holes, slash tire side-walls, smash 
fuel and water pump, carburetor and distrib-
uter with a sledge hammer. Use bolt-cutters 
on cables and hydraulic hoses, and pull out 
the electrical wiring. Push a large cold potato 
into the end of exhaust pipe to plug tightly 
inside and out of sight within. 

- Burning Machinery: burning machines 
can cause considerable damage but re-
quires a hot and extensive  re, is very no-
ticeable and quickly attracts much unwanted 
attention. Gasoline is highly explosive and 
dangerous, dripping off metal surfaces. Use 
soap  akes (i.e., Ivory Snow, and not a de-
tergent) and mix with gas to create a jelly-like 
napalm doused on the machine. Use a Mo-
lotov cocktail to ignite from a safe distance. 
WEAR GLOVES AND COVERED SHOES 
AND DISPOSABLE OUTER CLOTHING TO 
BURN LATER.

- Destroying Power lines: very dangerous 
due to hi-voltage power lines, the falling of 
metal towers, and high priority placed by 
the pigs. Sabotage of power lines has a big 
impact on regions that can negatively af-
fect economic activities and social routines. 
There are over 72,000 km of transmission 
and distribution lines, cut all across native 
territories in B.C. Remove bolts from steel 
towers using hacksaws or acetylene torch if 
bolts are welded on. With all nuts removed, 
the tower will scream in castration and the 
wind will eventually knock the tower over. If 
not, push cousin, push! (While WEARING 
GLOVES). Prepare escape routes away 
from falling tower.

Sabotage 

of the 

Corporate 

Colonial 

System

...Continued on page 31
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Years later, in my dad’s case, John Graham, and the 
same state attack is occurring against native people.
The evidence in John Graham’s case is based on 
hearsay and clouded in deception. Due to having lied 
and providing fabricated evidence in the past, espe-
cially with the Leonard Peltier case, the US govern-
ment should have to provide real evidence – foren-
sic, date of death, credible witnesses (vs. hearsay or 

paid-off individuals) before any citizen of Canada is 
handed over to the US, ever again. This is an attack 
on all peoples. With the way the laws are set up to 
accommodate the US, all the government needs is a 
willing (paid) person to say that they “heard you did 
it” (hearsay), and now there is enough “evidence” to 
extradite a suspect. In fact, all they need is a descrip-
tion of you.

The following characterized the very faulty and delib-
erate actions of the government in criminalizing John 
Graham:
• The testimony of Arlo Looking Cloud was 
staged by the government. His videotaped confession 

was forced while under the in uence of alcohol. Arlo 
Looking Cloud was also heavily addicted to heroin at 
the time and manipulated and deceived by the FBI. 
Arlo Looking Cloud has since recanted his testimony. 
• The attempted cover up of Anna Mae Aquash’s 
murder. The governments claimed she died of expo-
sure and they also cut her hands off and buried her as 
Jane Doe. It wasn’t until her body was exhumed for 

a second autopsy 
that it was revealed 
that an execution-
style bullet hole 
was found in her 
head.
• John Graham 
was offered immu-
nity, a new life and 
new name. He had 
to say any name 
of an AIM member 
who could have 
killed Anna Mae. 
But he did not be-
come an informant 
for the FBI.

• Leonard Peltier was also offered release from 
prison if he agreed to sign a statement implicating 
John Graham in Anna Mae’s death. Leonard refused 
to collaborate.
• US attorney Robert Mandel told Canada that 
Al Gates was an available witness for John Graham’s 
trial. John Graham’s lawyer discovered that this ‘wit-
ness’ had already passed on when the US gave his 
name, thus revealing further holes in the govern-
ment’s attempt to pin the murder of Anna Mae Aquash 
on somebody (other then an FBI agent such as David 
Price for instance, well-known for harassing and in-
timidating Aquash up until her death).

John Graham: John Graham: 
A True Warrior of Mother A True Warrior of Mother 

Earth.Earth.

“The FBI today is yesterday’s calvary, is yesterday’s Custer. Agent “The FBI today is yesterday’s calvary, is yesterday’s Custer. Agent 
David Price today is yesterday’s Custer. He’s no different. It’s the David Price today is yesterday’s Custer. He’s no different. It’s the 
same organization, a criminal organization...same organization, a criminal organization...

They’re doing this against my family, my loved ones, my people, They’re doing this against my family, my loved ones, my people, 
and they’ve been doing it against Leonard [Peltier], his loved ones and they’ve been doing it against Leonard [Peltier], his loved ones 
and his people for a lot of years now...and his people for a lot of years now...

I’m a warrior, I was warrior when I first went to South Dakota and I’m a warrior, I was warrior when I first went to South Dakota and 
I’ll be a warrior this time when I have to go (back) to South Da-I’ll be a warrior this time when I have to go (back) to South Da-
kota.” kota.” 
 - John Graham - John Graham

by Chusia Grahamby Chusia Graham
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John Graham’s co-accused, Arlo Looking Cloud, 
was convicted on  rst degree murder in a trial that 
lasted a mere three days. The same judge is as-
signed for John Graham’s trial. Twenty-three wit-
nesses were called by the prosecution, and one 
for the defense. One prosecution witness, Ka-
mook Banks, admitted she was paid $43 000 to 
cooperate with the FBI. Her testimony was mainly 
focused on Leonard Peltier’s case. The purpose 
of her testimony was to have on record that Leon-
ard Peltier had confessed in killing two FBI agents 
in a shoot-out on the Pine Ridge Reservation on 
June 26, 1975. Leonard Peltier has always main-
tained his innocence. 

Why is the United States Fabricating 
evidence?

With respect for Anna Mae Aquash and the 65 
others who died in the ‘70s at Pine Ridge, a full, 
private investigation needs to happen. What hap-
pened at Pine Ridge must be recognized as a
massacre. 

On June 26, 2007, not only did the B.C Supreme Court deny John’s extradition appeal, Cash Mineral Ltd. released a report of the 
amount of uranium that was found in the Yukon (Yukon is where John Graham was born and raised). Cash Minerals Ltd. provided 
an update on its 2007 exploration program in the Yukon Territory. As of June 26, 2007, Cash Minerals and joint-venture partner 
Mega Uranium Ltd.  Have drilled more than 4,000 meters, of which 2,700 meters were drilled at the Odie property.

The Director of Cash Minerals is an engineer with over 30 years experience in the mining industries; who was involved with Gold-
corp Inc., where his responsibility included the re-developing, start-up and operations of the high-grade Red Lake Mine, the explo-
ration group, and operations in South Dakota and Saskatchewan.   

June 26, 2007 - The B.C. Supreme Court dismissed the June 26, 2007 - The B.C. Supreme Court dismissed the 
extradition appeal by John Graham, demonstrating the Ca-extradition appeal by John Graham, demonstrating the Ca-
nadian government’s weak-kneed response to the United nadian government’s weak-kneed response to the United 
States. John Graham, my father, is from the Wolf Clan of the States. John Graham, my father, is from the Wolf Clan of the 
Champagne and Aishihik peoples in the Yukon.Champagne and Aishihik peoples in the Yukon.

In the ‘70´s, traditional Lakota Peoples opposed the leas-In the ‘70´s, traditional Lakota Peoples opposed the leas-
ing and selling of Indian Reservation lands for mining opera-ing and selling of Indian Reservation lands for mining opera-
tions. AIM (American Indian Movement) was summoned to tions. AIM (American Indian Movement) was summoned to 
the Pine Ridge Reservation for the protection of the tradi-the Pine Ridge Reservation for the protection of the tradi-
tional Lakota Peoples, the sacred grounds and the tradition-tional Lakota Peoples, the sacred grounds and the tradition-
al way of life.  The U.S. government backed and supported al way of life.  The U.S. government backed and supported 
the federal-controlled ‘tribal government,’ headed by Rich-the federal-controlled ‘tribal government,’ headed by Rich-
ard Wilson, who favored uranium mining and its’ short-term ard Wilson, who favored uranium mining and its’ short-term 
bene ts. It was quite clear that violence would be applied bene ts. It was quite clear that violence would be applied 
against any opposition to the corrupt, corporate schemes. against any opposition to the corrupt, corporate schemes. 
The FBI was supporting the tribal police with weapons and The FBI was supporting the tribal police with weapons and 
training. The resulting violent deaths of AIM members and training. The resulting violent deaths of AIM members and 
supporters between 1972-1975 were being reported during supporters between 1972-1975 were being reported during 
this “Seige at Wounded Knee,” also known as the “FBI Reign this “Seige at Wounded Knee,” also known as the “FBI Reign 
of Terror.”of Terror.”

On June 26, 1975, a shoot-out took place in Pine Ridge, re-On June 26, 1975, a shoot-out took place in Pine Ridge, re-
sulting in the deaths of two FBI agents and one Native man.  sulting in the deaths of two FBI agents and one Native man.  
Leonard Peltier, an Anishinabe and Lakota Warrior, was ar-Leonard Peltier, an Anishinabe and Lakota Warrior, was ar-
rested while in Vancouver and subsequently extradited from rested while in Vancouver and subsequently extradited from 
Canada for the alleged murder of the two FBI agents. It was Canada for the alleged murder of the two FBI agents. It was 
all based on fabricated evidence. The main evidence came all based on fabricated evidence. The main evidence came 
as a result of FBI agents deceiving and forcing Myrtle Poor as a result of FBI agents deceiving and forcing Myrtle Poor 
Bear into providing a false testimony against Leonard Pel-Bear into providing a false testimony against Leonard Pel-
tier, a man she never knew. Some say Poor Bear suffered tier, a man she never knew. Some say Poor Bear suffered 
from a mental disability.from a mental disability.

PHOTO PROVIDED  BY CHUSIA GRAHAM



The rumour accusing Anna Mae Aquash of being an 
FBI informant originated with the intention of separat-
ing American Indian Movement (AIM) members and 
turning us against each other and intensifying the  n-
ger-pointing. It’s a classic colonial tactic called ‘Divide 
and Conquer.’ 

The state murder of Anna Mae Aquash was a cor-
porate assassination. Another rumor circulated that 
caused an even larger split: “Native man kills native 
woman.” The struggle and separation grew larger and 
created a distraction, as well as fueling the racist pro-
paganda of corporate media to further brainwash ev-
eryone and to encourage ignorance.

We need to be stronger than them (the corporations 
and the governments) and their lies and manipula-
tions. We need to stand together and get this straight-
ened out. Justice and peace will never happen till 
we are able live together, to be strong together, and 
to  ght together. We need to create a resistance so 
strong that when the United States Corporation come 
for our people, we can tell them that they no longer 
have jurisdiction and force them to stop.

Let’s take back Mother Earth to set her free, to be 
beautiful. Put the people who are behind the corpora-
tions in murdering our people and Mother Earth in the 
jails that they created.

We all as a nation need to stand up and protect a true 
warrior of Mother Earth. This is a huge First Nation 
issue and it’s not getting the attention it needs. This 
attack on our people needs to change. A new history 
has to happen. 

But are we going to let this happen?

We are currently asking for permission to be heard in 
the Supreme Court of Canada. We are sitting in a po-
sition of not knowing if Canada will extradite another 
innocent man or not. We are preparing for the worst, 
which is extradition to South Dakota. We need all the 

help, support and 
interest that we 
can get.
John Graham is a 
political prisoner.  
His whole life has 
been a  ght for 
freedom. It should 
be everybody’s 
given right. The 
Canadian and 

United States governments and corporations will nev-
er break my dad’s spirit, though we all get tired and 
my dad needs a break. He needs to make his own 
decisions like everyone else, and he needs to be a 
grandpa. I will  ght till John Graham, my dad, is free 
to live his life in peace and to exercise his rights to 
protect Mother Earth

 Chusia Graham

The John Graham Defense Committee would appre-

ciate the public’s support in writing letters to the gov-
ernments on behalf of John. It would also welcome 
volunteers and talent for proposed fundraisers. More 
info at www.grahamdefense.org  &  contact: graham-
defense@hotmail.com

“If you avoid breaking laws and do what you’re told and ignore the poor, the oppressed and the “If you avoid breaking laws and do what you’re told and ignore the poor, the oppressed and the 

downtrodden - you probably won’t be bothered.downtrodden - you probably won’t be bothered.

If you try to right what is wrong, however, you will surely meet great opposition and run the risk If you try to right what is wrong, however, you will surely meet great opposition and run the risk 

of imprisonment or death.”of imprisonment or death.”

 - Leonard Peltier, Political Prisoner - Leonard Peltier, Political Prisoner

January 23, 2004January 23, 2004
Excerpt from Leonard Peltier’s annual message delivered in conjunction with the 28th anniversary of his incarceration on February 6th.Excerpt from Leonard Peltier’s annual message delivered in conjunction with the 28th anniversary of his incarceration on February 6th.
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Writer, Artist, Videographer Erick Green passed 

away on June 23rd, 2007

Erick Green will be missed by many from the 

native youth community in East Van. Erick was 

a writer, artist, videographer and friend. He 

was known for his politically-sharp mind and 

clever wit. He was well-known for his deep 

sensitivities towards people and the state of 

the world, as this is what gave him his am-

bition to be creative with his artistic expres-
sions. 

Erick was a participating artist in the Crazymak-

ing Print Project at Gallery Gachet in February 

2007, and also worked with Projections, “a 

film-based training and mentorship program 

for street-involved youth.  You can check out 

a video memorial of Erick which was compiled 

through Projections, (projectionsyouth.com) 

Featured artist in Redwire’s ‘Religion & Spirituality’ Issue, Vol. 9, Issue 3/4, March 2007, Erick submitted 

an art piece (made from a linoleum cut print) called “Cattraps,”and an article called An Institution is 

the Lengthened Shadow of One Person.” Below is Erick’s last article submission for Redwire:

I’ve seen people die from the things that are going on in 
my community. My friends, my lovers, and the greatest 
person I’ve ever known. When she’s with me, everyone’s 
stares bounce off. Nothing matters, and I don’t feel like 
my chest is about to burst. I lost her. I am losing her. 

There is so much wrong with this city. Nowhere in the 
world should be like this. People deserve a place to live, 
they should be provided help when they’re ill. They should 
not be thrown into the streets like trash.

What kind of fucking “civil society” does that to peo-
ple?

Why are we ignoring those most in need. The mentally 
ill offer many insights to views we’ve never explored. 
They’re sometimes creative genuises, artists, great 
speakers and free thinkers. The cost for this kind of 
moment is the loss of our core humanity. Everybody 
should be taken care of.

Because if they’re not, then we’re letting human beings 
die for no reason.

Erick Green, Ojibway

“Me, Daniel Johnston, and the Devil 
have been hanging out lately. We’re 
chain smoking, drinking pot after pot 
of coffee, without the use of filter.”

“The devil said things that are black 
are good when you can actually taste 
the texture.”

“I’ve been wiping my tongue clean with 
sandpaper.”



16

International Statement
Statimc Oppose 2010 Olympics!
St’at’imc Native Youth Movement Warrior Society

The coming 2010 Olympics in Vancouver and Whistler are a direct threat to the Statimc Nation. Any destruction 
done to the land affects the people, animals, and ecosystems in that clear-cuts destroy clean water, devastate animal 
inhabitants, and irreversibly demolish medicinal remedies for the surrounding tribes.

The Statimc Nation is made up of eleven Bands and Statimc people from each of them have expressed their concern 
and opposition of the upcoming Olympics. Permission or merging with one or two of the Bands is not acceptable in 
that it is not one or ten people that speak for the entire Nation.

The Olympics are supporting the BC Government’s past and continuing displacement of Indigenous people. Sim-
ply put, 2010 is another form of GENOCIDE done unto the Indigenous people of BC.

Using Native images and exploiting traditional culture does not mean there is a bond with the government and the 
original inhabitants of this area. Relationships do not exist as far as I, a young Indigenous mother of three, can see. 
I do not see any positive results possibly occurring from BC hosting the Olympic Games. I am in no way support-
ive of any further expansion on our Land or any Indigenous territory for the purpose of economic development. 
Aboriginal Title of the Land exists here and we demand justice!

The Canadian and BC government defy their own laws when allowing further encroachment in our traditional 
territory without permission. Their own laws are broken when they remove or criminalize land defenders who 
practice their right to the land. Simply living where we please is unacceptable to the government as it may affect 
their plan to completely destroy and conquer all uninhabited Indigenous Territory. All Statimc territory is sacred 
to Indigenous People. Each mountain, body of water and animal is valuable and honoured by all through prayer 
and ceremony. Stay out of our mountains! Boycott SUN PEAKS and Stop the Melvin Creek Ski Resort Project.

Any further destruction of Statimc territory, or any further progress done by Al and Nancy Raine for the Melvin 
Creek Ski Resort will be a call for action by the Indigenous People. The youth are Rising and raising their heads. 
We see the threat and we are self-defensive by nature.

The Elders tell us of the old ways and they tell us what needs to be done. If we do nothing, we have nothing. We will 
not be victims, we will not be removed from our homes. We must keep hunting and fishing at our will, and build 
homes off the reserves. It is our right given to us by the Creator, handed down by our ancestors and acknowledged 
(not respected) by the BC Supreme Court in the 1997 Delgamuukw decision. We hold title to this land and every-
thing pertaining thereto. This Land is Not for Sale for the well-being of wealthy business owners and corporations 
at the cost of our children’s future as Statimc warriors. We will not benefit from the rich building playgrounds 
on our sacred mountains. Selling our Land means selling our culture and language, our reason for being. We take 
pride in our history, and in turn, we protect our future and the future of our generations to come.

Speak up, youth! Teach the children that we are Statimc, we are Indigenous people of this world, and we hold title 
to all our lands. They are the visitors and we have been gracious enough to share our resources. Those who disre-
spect this gift of life is an oppressor, a colonizer and a pawn for the system’s goal of assimilation. Do not fear this 
oppression, we can stand together and fight for the freedom that was taken with the language and rights we hold 
deep within our hearts. We will rise again in the form of the next generation. Listen to your elders, ask questions 
and share your learnings. Protect our mountains, Lands and resources for many generations to come.

NYM Communications
NATIVE YOUTH MOVEMENT
FIGHT FOR LIFE
WARRIORS UNITE FROM ALASKA TO ARGENTINA
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I work for the Indigenous Environmental Network. 
IEN has been around here in Turtle Island for about 
 fteen years. Our sole reason for existence is to meet 
the outcry coming from over 500 indigenous nations 
in terms of the injustices that have been imposed on 
our peoples.  Indigenous peoples are disproportion-
ately impacted and burdened by unsustainable de-
velopment and toxic contamination. IEN was created 
because in America and in Canada, transnational oil 
companies and corporations that create toxic incin-
erators and waste dumps target our communities as 
sites to place horrible chemicals underneath or next 
to our children’s homes and schools.

      We are a network comprised of 250 native 
communities and organizations spread out across 
Turtle Island. We all have this understanding of the 
responsibility to protect the sacred. This has brought 
us to many different realms from  doing educational 
workshops in reservation school gyms and band 
halls, all in trying to help people understand the dan-
gers of these huge corporate monsters that come 
into our communities promising a better way of life 
through the industrialization game. 

 There are 600 million indigenous peoples 
worldwide and they represent 86 percent of the 
world’s cultural diversity. In other words, 86 percent 
of all the languages spoken on Mother Earth are spo-
ken by that very small number that I just mentioned, 
or approximately X% of the human population. Now 
those 86 percent across Mother Earth are cradled in 
87 percent of the world’s last remaining pristine eco-
systems, places where the circle of life is still strong, 
where you can still harvest medicines, where you 
can still hunt and  sh without getting sick, where you 
can still drink from the river or the lake. These are 
our  nal stand – these sacred places – places like 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, places like the 
protected areas in the Rocky mountains, beautiful 
places like the Everglades in Florida, sacred places 
where life and medicine are abundant. Our struggle 
is everybody’s struggle. Economic globalization, 
and its notion that we can have eternally-expand-
ing markets based upon consumption of  nite re-
sources, is psychotic. This process is impacting all 
of our nations worldwide, and we, our cultures, our 
languages, face extinction. In Canada, where I call 
home, by 2050 only three of our indigenous lan-
guages will survive. So diversity loss is critical. 

 I also want to discuss the ugly reality of the 
petroleum industry. Basically, people refuse to un-

derstand or accept the fact that there are many 
problems that we face today, for example, climate 
change. Many people, especially folks living in the 
urban centers, or places where they are insulated 
from the true impacts that we’re seeing right now 
on the ground in our native territories across Turtle 
Island and worldwide. They’re not burdened with the 
same impact.

 We try to educate our communities on the re-
ality that they’re not alone. Something that people 
have to understand is that if we continue to live be-
yond our ecological limits in the city environment, 
we’re going to have to go somewhere else and get 
those resources. Now, whether that’s Iraq or Navajo 
nation, it’s going to continue to happen. So what 
we’ve been doing is trying to educate our people 
about the true reality that this industry does to all 
of us. Not only does it completely destroy our land, 
our water quality, our animals on the land, and our 
ability to go out on the land, but this is the most toxic 
industry next to nuclear. The chemicals and every-
thing that they use gets released into our environ-
ment and to us. It is a dirty industry from beginning 
to end—from taking oil out of the ground, to oil re n-
ing, to when it gets burnt up in our jets and our cars.  
We try to educate our people on what we call the 
River of Destruction. Oil industry types divide their 
industry into three segments: upstream, midstream 
and downstream. Upstream being extraction, mid-
stream being the transport and re ning of that raw 
crude or gas, and downstream being where they sell 
it to you, the consumer. 

 What we try to educate our communities on 
are the fact that at every point of that de nition – up-
stream, midstream, downstream – there are dispro-
portionate impacts. Whether it’s indigenous peoples 
 ghting against these companies from drilling, pol-
luting, and destroying their land, to communities of 
color that have to live beside huge oil re neries that 
harm them in a terrible way. For example, like the 
Richmond oil re nery that you can see on the way to 
Marin from Oakland, the home of Chevron-“Toxico.”

 When chemical companies make toxic chem-
icals, persistent organic pollutants, DDT, different 
chemicals like that, people don’t realize that these 
chemicals travel thousands of miles because of the 
nature of their composition. They travel thousands 
of miles through the air currents of Mother Earth, up 
to the Arctic and to the southern regions of the plan-

front.line.of.resistance:
Indigenous Peoples and Energy 

Development
By: Clayton Thomas-Muller, Cree
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et. That’s why many of our people that live 
up in the Arctic have ten times the normal 
PCP and dioxin levels in their breast milk. Our moth-
ers are of course then feeding that to our children.

 Economic globalization today has put pro t 
before life. And to take that statement even further, 
economic globalization is commodifying the very life 
that makes up Mother Earth – Creation. One of the 
things that IEN tries to do is to try to bring awareness 
of the world and cosmic views that indigenous peo-
ples have, and we  ght against the commodi cation 
of what is sacred – water, of our human genes and 
the genes of plants – and so on and so forth. We  ght 
against the exploitation of those that cannot speak 
for themselves. We work on many campaigns in our 
organization. We have a water campaign, a mining 
campaign, and a persistent organic pollutants cam-
paign. We try to do this work with the little resources 
that we have. IEN is in a crisis mode consistently 
because of the incredible amount of requests we get 
for help across North America. I alone work with 36 
tribes on just on oil and gas issues.

 About  ve years ago we had a partnership 
with an organization called Project Underground for 
the Indigenous Mining Campaign Project. It’s a fact 
that transnational mining companies and oil corpora-
tions were disproportionately targeting our commu-
nities, because they knew that the socio-economic 
conditions faced on the Res are so severe. They 
knew that our people are still reeling from the im-
pacts of colonization, that our people are on a day-
to-day crisis mode because of the fact that we’re still 
suffering from the highest suicide rates, the highest 
high-school drop-out rates, adolescent pregnancy 
rates, incarceration rates, etc. And so, corporations 

come to our communi-
ties with promises of a 
better life, solutions to 
the incredible problems 
that we face through 
trying to seduce us into 
the boom-bust game of 
big development. They 
target our communities, 
knowing that our com-
munities are suscep-
tible to say yes to these 
harmful energy projects 
because of the big, 
short-term payoffs that 
come with them. 

 We try to pull together 
regional networks across 
Turtle Island, in Alaska, 
in Alberta, in Montana-
Wyoming region, in the 
Southwest and in Okla-
homa, trying to pro-
vide them with popular 
education materials to 
have an understanding 

that this energy coloniza-
tion that is happening on our lands is something we 
should not have any part of. It is neo-colonialism. 
Violence and war today on Mother Earth, in almost 
every single scenario, can be tied to the energy ex-
traction industries; can be tied to the petroleum in-
dustry, and to the US and other usual suspects like 
European Union, Canada and their consumption for 
energy.  What I commonly tell people is that years 
ago, where I’m from, we had the Jesuit priests in 
black robes coming into our communities and prom-
ising a better way of life through changing the way 
we communicate with the Creator. It was a state 
consumption of indigenous souls through genocide. 
Of course, at that time, there was an incredible mar-
riage between church and state. Today, the reality 
that indigenous peoples face is the new religion of 
the world: Capitalism. Instead of Jesuit priests in 
black robes coming into our communities, as that 
arm of the state to exploit us, we’ve got corporate 
CEOs in black suits coming into our communities, 
promising a better way of life through unsustainable 
development practices. These actions totally go 
against what people refer to as the Seventh Genera-
tion Prophesy. In other words, thinking ahead seven 
generations, the actions that you have today will im-
pact your children’s children seven times over.

 And so, for us, we’ve been working on the lo-
cal grassroots level, what we call the front line of 
resistance, where our communities live, where our 
people live. There’s something in the petroleum in-
dustry called the Hubbard Curve. This is a model 
that projected the world’s oil reserves would run out 
or would reach the halfway run-out point by 2004, 
and we’re there. So what’s happening now is we’re 
seeing the demand for oil continually rising. We’re 

JAMIE KOEBEL, CREE/MÉTIS
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seeing corporations reaching out farther and farther 
to the most pristine and beautiful places. Places 
that are very dif cult to get to like the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, home of the porcupine caribou and 
Gwich’in nation, of whom 86 percent of their diet is 
based on the porcupine caribou herd. We’re seeing 
oil companies trying to do everything they can to get 
out onto our land, what little land that we have left, 
so that they can continue to ply the insatiable de-
mand for this “black gold,” as they call it.  

 Indigenous peoples have made it very clear 
that we want to be a part of the solution with sus-
tainable energy development. We see a lot of things 
happening now. For example, in South Dakota, they 
call it the Saudi Arabia of wind power. So we’re see-
ing opportunities in the Southwest for photovoltaic, 
solar energy. Indigenous peoples have been push-
ing and pushing for these proper solutions. We’re 
seeing a lot of arguments on energy around the 
hydrogen economy or the gas economy as being 
a transitionary solution. The bottom line is that we 
have to stop burning fossil fuels. The argument that 
a lot of big environmentalists are using, in their ne-
gotiations with governments of the world on issues 
of energy and climate change, is that gas is a tran-
sitionary energy, like coal bed methane. This is not 
true, bottom line. The places these gas plants are 
going be built, the pipelines, the territories they go 
through, and the extraction, in the areas in where 
it’s happening, is in our neck of the woods. This is 
not a solution. This actually exacerbates the on-
the-ground situation that our people are facing. We 

need to understand that the solutions that we trump 
up at these international and national debates are 
meaningless without indigenous access. I say this 
from my heart, indigenous peoples need access, 
access, access. Access to these meetings and de-
bates so that they have relevance and make sense 
to the people who are involved.

 We have to think about that and come up with 
better solutions. They’re already there, but we must 
create the political will to get them to become a real-
ity.  On top of that, indigenous peoples, people of 
color, and white people need to be able to sit down 
and really have a full and meaningful dialogue, be-
cause it’s still a big issue for us to even have our 
voices heard as a result of racism. 

 We have to come together as indigenous 
peoples, but how do we do that? It’s impossible to do 
that without talking about race, without talking about 
privilege, without talking about gender, oppression 
and the movement. These global issues like climate 
change and unsustainable energy development that 
impact virtually every segment of humanity and all 
life on Mother Earth, it’s going take more than just 
the traditional ecological knowledge base of indig-
enous peoples. It’s going to take more than the hard 
science of the Western world. It’s going take a whole 
lot of things because we’ve gone past the natural 
order of things.

A 4 Day conference on publicly engaged art practices
Oct. 10-13th 2007      www.grunt.bc.ca/engageOnline Discussion:

www.islandsinstitute.
com/artofengagement

Produced by grunt gallery and the Roundhouse Community Arts and Recreation Centre
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BE OF ONE MIND, ORGANIZE, UNIFY, FIGHT 
AND WIN!

NATIVE 
 A person whose blood 
line has been here since 
before KKKolum-buster 
(1492). A descendant of 
one of the thousands of 
Great Red Nations who 
cared and looked after 
their Land and Territory 
given to them by the Cre-
ator to Live since time im-
memorial

YOUTH
The Young, the Future of Red Nations. Those of  ghting 
age and capability hold a great responsibility to physically 
defend their People, Land, and Way of Life. The Young are 
the Warriors. When the Young get old, they advise the new 
Young based on study, wisdom and experience. These are 
NYM Advisors and Elders.

MOVEMENT 
A collective effort towards a common objective. Our Objec-
tive is Land, Freedom and Survival. Never stopping.  Never 
be satis ed.  Never Surrender.  A Warrior is never bored, 
there is always work to do for the Earth and the Future 
Generations.

In order to have a successful Movement, all Movement 
members must have the same objectives, Mentality (Mind 
State), Virtues, and Warrior Codes. To be successful 
against the enemies of the Earth we must not only know 
the true story of Our Peoples & Colonization, but also how 
to defeat it. The only way to defeat man and machine is 
with the Earth and Sky; we must continue to have our Alli-
ance with the Natural Powers of the Universe.

NYM MENTALITY

NATURAL & SPIRITUAL LAW- The Creator gave us Life 
and Land, and Natural instructions to follow: our Spiritual-
ity, the Seasons, the Food, the Water, the Fire, the Air. We 
must follow these ways.  Our enemy wants to destroy the 
Natural Law and World. We must destroy those who try 
to kill off Natural life. The Earth will win this battle and we 
must help it  ght with all of our ability to ensure our Future 
will Survive. Only those who Struggle and Live by Natural 
Law will Survive. Militantly Embrace the Hurricanes, Earth-
quakes, Floods, Tsunamis, Volcanoes, Blizzards, Torna-
dos, Land Slides and all that will help cleanse Mother Earth 
from these poisons.

TAKE BACK OUR LAND- This is all Indian Land. We must 
all  ght for the Land that is being destroyed and raped ev-
eryday. We must  ght for all the Animals, Plants, and all 

forms of Life. Ev-
ery inch of soil and 
ice from Antarctica 
to the North Pole 
is the Land of the 
Great Red Nation.

WE DIDN’T 
CROSS THE 
BORDERS! THE 

BORDERS CROSSED US! - Native People never had 
any borders or man-made governments. We must not rec-
ognize any colonial boundaries created by invader white 
men, whether they have an Indigenous name or not. Call 
each other by your real Indigenous Nations, not fake cor-
rupt countries.  The countries are only there to separate 
Red People and attempt to divide us. They forced us to 
speak different invader languages and made us think that 
we are different.  English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, 
and Dutch are all crackah invader languages. Latinos, are 
people from latinimus in Rome, Hispanic is someone from 
Spain or Portugal, Spanish is someone from Spain. If you 
are a Latin, Hispanic or Spanish, you are white. If you are 
not white, then you are not Latin, Hispanic, or Spanish.  
De-Colonize your mind!  We all had instructions on the 
best way to live in our particular Land and Climate, and 
each Indigenous Nation followed that. With equal respect 
for how another Territory and the People had to live to sur-
vive.  We had no borders.  We are not amerikkkan, kkkana-
dian, mexikkkan, puerto rikkkan, guatemalan, ect. —we 
are Indigenous Peoples.  Down with all fake ‘countries’ and 
all man-made lines and divisions. Every invader govern-
ment will crumble.  Long Live each Nation and People who 
originally lived in and protected the land these colonies call 
their own.  Fuck the Borders. All Red Nations Unite! We 
can Respect each others differences, let nothing divide us 
in our Fight for Land and Freedom. 

EACH ONE TEACH ONE- Nobody knows everything. 
Drop your ego, stay humble, and always check yourself.  
Be open. Learn and teach. You can never know too much. 
Listen, know when to talk and when to be quiet, not ev-
erything needs a comment.  We are only as strong as our 
weakest link, make each other strong, if one is weak we 
will all suffer.  Build a Strong, Smart, Uni ed Movement.  
All positions in the Movement must be respected and over-
stood as being equally important, from Guerilla, to Propa-
gandist, to Dish Washer, all roles are necessary to have a 
full & complete Movement. 

what are we going to do to 
protect 

our sacred mother earth

“Once you change your philosophy, you change your “Once you change your philosophy, you change your 
thought pattern, once you change your thought pattern thought pattern, once you change your thought pattern 
you change your attitude, once you change your atti-you change your attitude, once you change your atti-
tude, it changes your behavior pattern, and then you tude, it changes your behavior pattern, and then you 

go on into some action”go on into some action”
-Malcolm X-Malcolm X

“Once you change your philosophy, you change your 
thought pattern, once you change your thought pattern 
you change your attitude, once you change your atti-
tude, it changes your behavior pattern, and then you 

go on into some action”
-Malcolm X
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PROTECT WOMEN 
AND CHILDERN- 
No child molesters, 
No rapists, and no women beaters allowed in NYM. Our 
goal is Red Life, not Spiritual death. Death is the penalty for 
those who abuse life, rapists and child molesters are lost 
beyond reach, and they can never be part of our Nations 
and Societies.

EVEYTHING FOR EVERYONE AND NOTHING FOR OUR 
SELVES- When you give you shall receive.  Never be a 
smeagal, never be greedy, and always offer what you have, 
even if you end up with nothing.  This is the correct attitude 
of a Warrior.

SELF-DEFENSE- We have been attacked for over 515 
years, all actions and operations taken in Defense of our 
Land and People are self-defense because they occur on 
our Land. All  ghting is done to Defend Our Ways from at-
tack and destruction.

COLONIZATION IZ ALWAYS WAR, DECOLONIZATION 
IZ ALWAYS WAR- Colonization is a War against us and 
our Land, we must master the ways of War to defeat colo-
nialism and the colonialist invaders. 

KNOW THE PAST, PREPARE IN PRESENST, FOR THE 
FUTURE- “Knowledge makes a person un t to be a slave” 
–Fredrick Douglas. We must all equip ourselves with knowl-
edge of the Past, to know why we are in this situation and 
reality now. This will show us what we have to do for the 
Future.  Learn and Study. 

NO SELF-TERMINATION- “We have to love ourselves 
enough to want to marry another Native.  We have the high-
est out-of-race/inter- marriage rate of any group in the world 
(northern Natives), and it’s a sign that we are so colonized 
and still think of the white man/woman as superior.  Sad, 
really that people will make up all kinds of justi cations & 
rationalizations for their own colonial self-hating attitudes.” 

–Taiaiake Alfred, Mohawk Nation

PASS THE TORCH- We must always pass 
the torch to the next generation of Warriorz. 
Each generation has a responsibility to Fight.  
Nobody can hoard knowledge.  Everyone in-
volved in the Movement should want to save 
the next generations from repeating mistakes 
unnecessarily and give them as much knowl-
edge as possible so they will be better and 
Stronger. Raise your children as NYM! 

ATTACK DON’T RE-ACT- We must be pro-
active. Do not wait for them to do something 
to the point of no return before you act. Move 
fast, always beat them to the punch.  We have 
515 years of experience with these devils, 
don’t repeat the past.  Like Tupac said: “Bomb 
First”.

UNPLUG – Get off the grid, unplug from the 
system. Do not go to the hospitals.  Have 
Freedom Babies free from the white-man’s 
system—not registered with any man-made 

governments, only with the Creator.  Harvest 
your Food off the Land, Hunt, Plant, if you can’t 

where you live, move somewhere you can.  Get to clean 
water so you don’t depend on nobody for water.  Move out 
of invader homes, build Native homes and shelters.  Toss 
your hopes, aspirations, and dreams of living in the white 
world away. There is no hope for their destructive lifestyle 
(death style), the puri cation is here. Let’s get Free.  Envi-
sion what you want and you will make it happen.

NYM CODE OF CONDUCT
NO DRINKING- Alcohol is sloppy and a major security risk, 
no one can be trusted to make rational decisions while 
drunk, let alone be trusted in battle. Alcohol makes people 
want to talk, to have loose lips, and thus to sink ships. Za-
patista women said they do not trust guns in the hands of 
drunken men. We feel the same and can add that we can’t 
trust drunk men or women, ever.  It is the piss of the white 
man, chemical warfare.

NO GOSSIP/HEAR SAY- Do not believe rumors or gossip.  
Do not spread rumors or gossip. Trust only Face-To-Face 
communication.  Get rid of any confusion and questions, we 
have a large enemy, do not make more by  appin your gums 
about people who are not there to defend themselves.  In 
our Movement, constructive criticism is necessary to keep 
each other on top of our game, but know the difference be-
tween constructive criticism and just talking shit.

KEEP IN TOP PHYSICAL SHAPE- In order to be the best 
Warrior possible, we must be Healthy and in shape.  If you 
are not, work hard and get in shape.  Many Warriors would 
be expected to run 100 miles (at least) non-stop. We must 
return to those glory days.  Don’t be lazy.  Train, work-out.  
Back Straight, chin up. “A Warrior is always striving for Self-
Improvement”- Shark, NYM Warrior, Oholone & Chumash 
Nations. Build your skills!

PROTECT OUR CEROMONIES- Our Indian ways and cer-
emonies must be protected from invaders and kept in their 

ART BY KOKI KILLAH CRACKAH, TAINO NATION
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purest form to be passed on to our Future generations. 
Some ceremonies are meant only for speci c tribes, oth-
ers are for all Indigenous People, but none should al-
low the invading enemy white-man in them. They are 
Native Ceremonies for a reason. White people should 
have some respect and leave us alone. Red people have 
pride, protect your Sacred ways for the future of Red Na-
tions.  Defend our Ways—STOP CEREMONIAL TER-
RORISM (TOURISM).  

NEVER COLLABORATE WITH THE ENEMY- “…When 
we talk of sovereignty, we must be willing to solve our 
own problems and not go running to the oppressor for 
relief.” -Leonard Peltier. 

Never go to the white man to  x your problem, no matter 
what the problem is, the white man’s system is the root 
cause, handle your own business. Don‘t Talk to Police.

Walk the Talk, Live Indian- All plants and animals have 
a job to do, and they do it with no ego or personality. 
The plants sprout, get green,  ower, seed, drop seeds for 
the future, then die. All life has a cycle and an engrained 
knowledge of it’s job in Life, which is to continue Life. We 
must return to the same job, mimic the Natural life, follow 
Natural Law, live and do our job, free of Personality and 
Ego, and free of greedy Emotions and Attitudes.  Do our 
job as Red People, as human beings.  Defend our Land 
and Way of Life, by any means necessary.  Feed, clothe 
and shelter yourself—as close as you can to our ances-
tors and never surrender to the white-man’s tactics of 
assimilation.

There is no sign up sheet for NYM, no Supreme Lead-
er. If you want to join look deep in your Heart and Spirit 
and ask yourself: are you willing to dedicate your Life to 
your People and Mother Earth? Sign up with the Creator, 
make your pledge to the Creator. It doesn’t matter who’s 
around, you are always being watched by your Ancestors. 
When you die you will have to answer to them and to your 
Grandchildren. They will see by example what you did 
for them in your short time on Earth. Make them Proud, 
be a Warrior!  Do not be reluctant to Unify, Join Native 
Youth Movement Warrior Society. Why not?  Throw your 
ego away, let us become one.  There is nothing wrong 
with Unity. With codes and common Objectives, Unity will 
bring Victory!  Change your Mentality; learn the Mentality 
and Virtues of a Freedom Fighter and then your actions 
will become that of a Freedom Fighter. 

Dedicate your Life, to the Movemet. Join the Native Youth 
Movement

Walk like a Warrior, with DIGNITY, RESPECT, HONOR, 
DUTY, DISCIPLINE, SELF-SACRIFICE, COURAGE, 
LOYALTY, STRENGTH, WISDOM, PRIDE, AND LOVE 
for your Red People and our Red Earth.  Let your Warrior 
Spirit Free. Unify with all Warrior Societies and Indian 
people Fighting! Free Peltier! Free John Graham! Free 
Mumia! Long Live the Zapatistas! Death to Our Oppres-
sor! Riot the 2010 Olympics!  Take Back Our Land Or 
Die Tryin’!
  - Secwepemc Native Youth Movement

Anytime you live in a society based upon law, and it doesn’t 
enforce its own laws, because of the color of a man’s skin 
happens to be ‘wrong,’ then these people are justi ed to re-
sort to using any means necessary. They are justi ed to bring 
about justice to a government that only brings them oppres-
sion.

So yeah, it’s easy to see this ‘(in)justice’ right there on your 
T.V. Red man, blue cop. Red blood, brothers watching other 
brothers die. Yeah, that’’s the American and Canadian way. 
The Man is convinced that its foot is an integral part of our 
ass. So don’’t you natives have something better to do than 

play games? Because I thought I’d  nd some righteous na-
tives like yourselves who might be able to help out with your 
community or your reservation. Maybe you haven’’t heard but 
natives are still being beat down by cops and fucked over by 
the government. That’s why we have rallies, protests  occu-
pations and roadblocks to get the public’s attention, because 
that’s exactly what The Man doesn’t want us to have. Even if 
you can just observe when something goes down, take down 
some badge numbers. They don’’t like all that shit, with too 
many eyes on them. That’s how natives can help, not by just 
praying, but by watching over the brothers and sisters that 

take action for justice. 

A lot of brothers and sisters believe that they have better 
things to do with their life. Some say ‘live and let live,’ or shit 
like that. Do you really think the cops care about a bunch 
of natives praying or doing a protest now? We’ve been try-
ing to get through to The Man for hundreds of years. We’re 
native and we should be native. That’s the only way we can 
beat The Man. Don’t just follow the old ways and pray for 

“I once heard that the most 
they struggle for freedom and 
violent with people who are 
with anyone who is violent 
 - Malcolm X

Fighting Ba

“There is nothing more dan-
segment of people in that so-
it; who feel that they have 
their society, protect that 
consciously want to destroy 
 - Martin Luther King Jr.
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justice, defend yourself and force the pigs to respect your 
strength.

It is good to remind the public that when natives take action, 
that we are not a gang, we are revolutionaries. We are all 
warriors from the ancestors who will protect us. 

The cops kick the shit out of kids, too. Back in the day, we 
would be in war parties by the time we were 13-16 years 
old, with at least 3 or 4 kills. The native community should 
be a family force to be reckoned with.  However, our rez’s 

and inner city ghettos are never safe havens because 
there are junkies, crooks, pimps, drug dealers, gang-

sters (or whatever), plus the establishment exploiting us.

‘As long as we suffer in silence, the authorities will leave 
us alone.’ Now that’s a bunch of bullshit! It’s time for the 
silence-suffering-shit to change. So even if you only got a 
handful of natives with you, who are down to take action 
against the cops no matter what it is, by any means neces-
sary. Remember that it only takes a single grain of sand to 
move the world. If our people can start with a non-violent 
action, then the cops are not supposed to stop us, but they 
probably will. The cops can still attack us since they have 
the guns. That’’s why they’re getting away with kicking our 
asses and throwing us in jail. Then were supposed to pray 

for their forgiveness because ‘they know not 
what they do.’ I think they know exactly what 

they’re doing. They have been practicing on us for hun-
dreds of years.

We can all rant and rave, but it’s the police that have the 
guns. So if natives carry guns, with present conditions, we 
might end up shooting each other. Why don’t the cops show 
us any respect. Because they don’t have to, they think they 
can beat us and brutalize us, lock us up without a jury of 
our peers, cause we’re ‘ignorant to the laws.’ What we need 

to do is organize and keep our shit correct and exercise 
our constitutional rights as citizens to defend and arm our-
selves. Then if they try to brutalize us or violate our rights, 
then we have the right to defend ourselves. It’s legal for 
status natives to have a gun on the reservation. There are 
a lot of rights we have as natives that we’re not aware of. 
Some of our rights as natives say that we’re allowed a box 
of shells each year. Now when we start to exercise our 
constitutional rights to defend ourselves, the pig is going 
to want to change the law, but we aren’t going to make it 
easy for them to have no unarmed targets. We aren’t sit-

ting ducks! This doesn’t mean 
we’re going to get guns and start 
shooting cops. It’s about getting 
The Man’s attention, and show-
ing our community that we don’t 
have to take this shit anymore. 
The establishment doesn’t lis-
ten when we sing, pray or beg, 
but, believe me, if they see some 
disciplined brothers with guns or 
any weapons, they’re going to 

pay attention real fast. All power to the people!
 
Some natives like to work inside the system. But when you 
think about it, “inside” ain’t the system. It’s right there, inside 
of you! Maybe it’s time we try something different. If we start 
up our own organization for natives, to stand up against 
the governments and the cops, then others will want to do 
the same. Only, natives can solve our own problems. But if 
white people want to do something, then they should start 
up their own organizations, cause, who knows, someday 
we might need each other’s help. 

As native people, we have a right to put up roadblocks, hold 
rallies and protest, and the cops can’t do shit.  We have a 
right to exercise our traditional rights and beliefs anywhere, 

at any time on our 
lands, and a road-
block can be one of 
our rights if we want 
it. So let’s stand up 
and do something 
about it, instead of 
sitting there thinking 
about it. Like, “yeah 

maybe I should do something.” Fuck, maybe just do it. Act 
like you give a shit about your people. 

Perhaps you think that It don’t affect you. Maybe you got 
short, clean cut hair, or you got braids, or maybe you’re 
wearing a suit or old blue jeans. Maybe your sista’s smoke 
rock, or are teaching your kids how to read. However, the 
pig will murder, brutalize, and even kill you, because you’re 
native. I’m not an anarchist, the government is supposed to 
serve the people, and in the native community the govern-
ment should serve native people. Not the army or cops that 

powerful weapon available to oppressed people as 
justice is the weapon of non-violence. “We are non-
non-violent with us.” But we are not non-violent 
with us. 

ack Against the Pigs

gerous than to build a society, with a large 
ciety, who feel that they have no stake in 
nothing to lose. People who have a stake in 
society, but when they don’t have it, they un-
it.”
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are occupying our communities right now. 

‘Hold on, Horse, this is’t the Middle East!’ But the army 
is right outside your door! As well as the cops. Pigs 
that are supposed to protect and serve when they do 
nothing but patrol and control. 

We have freedom of speech. We can call a cop a pig 
not because that’s what they are, but because it’s le-
gal. But if you curse, call him a dirty mutha or what-
ever, then he’s got a reason to arrest you. So don’t 
give him no excuse. So to beat The Man then, you 
must know the laws of the oppressor and the laws of 
natives. For example, not getting high or drunk while 
carrying out native duties. 

We’ve got to educate ourselves to know the history of 
our people, not that colonial bullshit they want you to 
learn in school. I’m talking about the real history, from 
when we shook hands with the white man, and when 
they shot and killed us, slaughtered and betrayed our 
people up until the residential school era. All that shit 
they tricked us with, and genocide still goes on to this 
day. It’s the same as 500 years ago, only in a differ-
ent format. So, some of our people might think we’re 
crazy, that the cops and government will come kick all 
of our asses. But why is it that every time a Red Man 
goes to lift his head, there’s another one to call him 
“crazy?”  So living in the native community, being the 
way it is, there are two big obstacles to overcome: ig-
norance and inertia, the big ‘I’s,’ as they call them. Po-
licing the police is a good way to start because cops 
don’t like it. It messes up their cut with the drug trade. 
When there’s a pig harassing a brotha or sista, that’s 
where we step in. if they 
ask us questions when 
we’re doing this, then 
we don’t have to answer 
them, cause we never 
broke no laws.

We’re here to send a 
message as natives, to 
call upon the people of 
North America in general, 
and natives in particular, 
to take note of the rac-
ist governments aimed 
at keeping native people 
disarmed and powerless. 
Meanwhile, the racist po-
lice agencies throughout 
the country intensify the 
terrorism, brutality, mur-
der and oppression of 
native people. 

Like Malcolm X said, I 

am not anti-white, but I’m anti-oppression. You can’t 
 ght racism with racism. You’re all aware of the chains 
that we bare as native people. The chains of the re-
cent residential school era, and its sneaky continua-
tion with foster homes. Our reservations are a good 
example of third world conditions right in the middle 
of Canada and the States. There are other visible 
chains, such as the chains of not speaking your mind 
and the chains of the silencing of our native voices. 
All the words left unsaid, out of fear or reprisal by The 
Man. It’s amazing how speaking your mind can free 
your soul. Physically you look native, but you don’t 
know who you are. You’ve been given a white name 
with a white mentality. Most of us were given Christian 
names. So don’t hate yourself, don’t hate your skin, 
and don’t look down on your own kind. Be proud of 
your language, your hair, and your native ways. 

“You can jail a revolutionary, but you can’t jail the Rev-
olution.” - Huey Newton, late Minister of Defense for 
the Black Panther Party. We must de ne our position 
that we are at war. There are a lot of prisoners of war 
that must get out, by any means necessary. As na-
tives, we can do a lot of good in our community.

Don’t be a slave to the government. Give a slave a 
gun and he will kill his own brother. So how long are 
you going to blame the oppressors before you get up 
off your knees and do something about it? You got to 
make a decision to stand up to the pigs. 

Horse
Dene/Cree

MORNING STAR GALI, PIT RIVER NATION
SACRED SITES COALITION, MYSPACE.COM/SAYLOOLI
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Dustin Rivers hails from 
Vancouver, ‘Canada,’ the 
occupied Skwxwu7mesh 
land. The son of average In-
dians, he found escape from 
the crushing sameness of 
Aboriginal politics in alterna-
tive media and ancient cul-
tures. Inspired to become a 
rule-breaking writer, he dedi-
cated himself to learning the 
rules so that he might break 
them more fully and artisti-
cally. To this end, he earned 
a compliment from some 
random native on the rez, 
where he found most of his 
inspiration. Forced to ‘learn’ 
apathy and coping habits 
at the local high school, he 
turned his attention to ide-
alism and fun-ism, writing 
rants and articles at his blog 
(www.liberatedyet.blogspot.
com).  The  rst articles and 
blogs were not very good.  
However, he ditched school, 
unlearned what they brain-
washed him with, and fell 
in love with all the beautiful 
things, like writing and read-
ing.  His friends know him 
as Pickles, Sleezy, Al-ka-
mena, but you can call him 
whatever you want. You can 
usually  nd him on the North 
Shore, Commercial Drive, or 
at the Jedi Temple. Dustin is 
18 and lives in VanCity.

Contact: artsdirector@red-
wiremag.com

I’m Rebecca, Inupiaq on my mom’s 
side and English/Scottish on my 
dad’s side. I was raised on Gitxsan 
and Wet’suwet’en territories. My 
grandparents are Walt and Peggy 
Taylor on my dad’s side and Phoebe 
Ann Omelak and Roy Khomokhuk 
on my mom’s side. I am a 28 year-
old single mother and share custody 
with her father who has my love and 
respect. My daughter is 6 and we live 
on Coast Salish territories in Victoria 
on the weekends. I reside in Coast 
Salish territories in Vancouver during 
the week. I’d love to get to know more 
native youth around here. I’m trying to 
build up lots of support and to recruit 
some real younger people to take 
over these positions
(including mine) with younger kids 
who know what is really happening 
for native youth right now.

These are some of my thoughts on 
what is happening to native peoples 
today:
Through the education system, the 
media, and the threat of social control 
and a disempowering political system, 
we are raised to believe that we can-
not make a difference. We are raised 
to believe that the dollar is the point 
and everything else is just idealism. 

My grandma and great grandma on 
my Inupiaq side raised my mom to 
be a strong, smart and independent 
woman. Her ‘talk no shit, take no shit’ 
mentality is my drive and inspiration. 
My grandparent’s on my English/ 
Scottish side raised my dad to believe 
that every day is a gift, and with my 
grandpa’s and dad’s passing, they 
are my comfort and memory. 

This is some of the history that I come 
into Redwire with. I am working as the 
new Manager and I hope that I will be 
able to connect with more young peo-
ple and take action for the future. For 
me, that’s the point.

Send me an email at manager@red-
wiremag.com or drop by our of ce. 
Our entrance is located at 23 West 
Pender Street near Tinseltown and 
Chinatown. We are in room 150 and 
our buzzer is 1500.

NEW TO THE 

REDWIRE 

TRIBE

A recent report showed that 
Dustin’s signature move, 
mating call, and happy dance 
are the same thing.

No scienti c explaination can 
be found.
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ARIES (March 21- April 21) Ram, 
Fire
A sacred  re burns strong in your heart 
for a special someone. There’s a good 
chance that you will either get shacked 
up, move back to the rez (if you aren’t 
already there), or  nd yourself unex-
pectedly pregnant this month. Good 
chance for all three. Just be careful it’s 
not your cuzzin, okay?
 
TAURUS (April 21 - May 21) Bull, 
Earth
When life slings shit at you, you throw 
it back. Don’t take crap from no one. 
Not that you do, Taurus. This month 
the stars tell me that you better not 
wear anything red or orange. (It makes 
your ass look fat). Heed the warnings 
of the almighty Creator.
 
GEMINI (May 21 - June 21) Twins, 
Air
Please learn to quit talking so Creator-
damn loud on your cell phone! If I can 
hear you and you’re in a restaurant 
across the street from me, then sure 
as hell whoever you are on the phone 
with is not having any problems hear-
ing you. You better watch your self this 
month Gemini… you watch your self.   
 
CANCER (June 21 - July 21) Crab, 
Water
You should really consider seeing 
a doctor or a healer some time this 
month. You know that itching and 
burning sensation? I got news for you, 
that ain’t a something-good-is-about-
to-happen kinda itch. That needs oint-
ment. Fast. Actually, just run over to the 
clinic (bring this mag, it will help you kill 
the time in the waiting room) and use 
your cousin’s name for the prescrip-
tion. All ndns look alike anyway. It will 
save you the embarrassment and it 
will be pretty funny the next time your 
cousin goes to the pharmacy.
 
LEO (July 21 - August 21) Lion, Fire
Summer is over and so is your love 
life. It was fun while it lasted though, 
wasn’t it, Leo? You should consider 

taking up a new hobby to occupy your 
wandering mind and restless hands 
this month. Take up something a little 
more your speed - like knitting. It’s bet-
ter to use your hands for something 
constructive, eh? You sick little pig.   
 
VIRGO (August 21 - September 21) 
The Virgin, Earth
Whoa! Who are we trying to kid here? 
The Virgin. I don’t think so, you know 
it isn’t so and nobody else would ever 
believe it is so. So, who you trying to 
fool? Stay away from Leo’s this month, 
they’re lonely and desperate and would 
do practically anything to get with you. 
Virgin! Pffft!. Yeah right!  
 
LIBRA (September 21 - October 21) 
Scales, Air
You better get that grow-op dismantled 
fast! The smell is beginning to alarm 
the neighbours. People are talking 
about you Libra. Not like the good old 
days when everyone had something 
nice to say either. Remember when 
Libra was the balanced individual, the 
one that always thought with a level 
head? Well, seems like the scales of 
justice have turned my friend. Clean 
out your closet and  nd some counsel-
ing. You really are a nice person, once 
you get to know yourself.
 
SCORPIO (October 21 - November 
21) Scorpion, Water
Don’t spnd so mch tym on D comp 
ch@in w/yr F. Stay off line 4 a yl N spnd 
sme quality tym wit yo fam. lol.  You’ve 
been spending way too much time 
chatting online. Do you realize that it is 
2007? The world is in a crisis. George 
W. Bush is still president of Uni ed 
Stolen America and you just spend 
your days typing broken English on the 
computer. How about this LOL? Learn 
Our Languages.
 
SAGITTARIUS (November 21 - De-
cember 21) Centaur, Fire
The seed doesn’t fall too far from the 
tree, and eventually, the tree doesn’t 
fall too far from the seed. I have no 

idea what that’s supposed to mean, 
but you do, don’t you? You smart ass 
always thinking that you’re better than 
all the rest of us. Get off your high 
(strung-out-on crack) horse this month 
and feel what it’s like to wallow like the 
rest of us. You make me sick.
 
CAPRICORN (December 21 - Janu-
ary 21) Goat, Earth
You really think you have it made, don’t 
you? A nice car, a nice home, and a 10 
foot wide TV, but who needs a huge 
TV to watch cartoons all day? You bet-
ter step back in to reality here for a 
moment and realize that you have be-
come overly absorbed by the trickery 
of colonization. Your people are suffer-
ing right outside your window. How’s 
that for some good old-fashioned fam-
ily entertainment? C’mon Capricorn, 
get with the times – Join the Revolu-
tion!
 
AQUARIUS (January 21 - February 
21) Water Bearer, Air
Forget about what everyone is saying 
about you. It’s only half-true. Don’t let 
this volatile concoction that we call Life 
explode all over you. Keep doing what 
you’re doing because it’s right and all 
the rest of us sorry losers are oh-so-
wrong. Never doubt your righteous-
ness. Stroke that ego… stroke it… I 
SAID, “STROKE IT!”
 
PISCES (February 21 - March 21) 
Fishes, Water
Remember the saying, “there are 
many  sh in the sea.”  Well, you’re 
one of those  sh, my friend. There are 
many like you and if we don’t like you 
we can just dump you,  nd another 
you until we grow tired of that you and 
then  nd another you. The cycle never 
ends. Live with it!
 

Oo-shuk-sha-tlay-its, chuu.
Kwiikistupsamitsup (John)

NDN HOROSCOPES
by The Will of  the Creator
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What are you going to 
do about it?

 However, 
I don’t want this 
world to become 
desolate for ten 
thousand years. 
I don’t want any 
more forests to 
be destroyed. I 
don’t want any 
more animals to 
become extinct. 
I want to see 
the Mother Earth 
heal. Now. 
 I want 
my children and 
their children 
to see a world 
with wild forests 
in the northern 
woods. I want 
them to be able 
to swim among 
the walleye and 
northerns in clean 
lakes. Hell, I want 
them to be able to see clean wa-
ter. 

 I want my children to be 
able to breathe in clean air, not 
hazy water polluted with dioxins. 
I want my children to see wild 
animals as they live traditional life 

ways as their ancestors had lived. 
As my children were meant to live.

So what will it take for Mother 
Earth to heal?

 When the Western Empire 
falls, when industrial civilization 
collapses, Mother Earth will recov-

er faster than any 
of us could imag-
ine. A few years 
ago, there was a 
massive blackout 
in the northeastern 
United States and 
Canada. There 
was no electricity 
for some  fty mil-
lion people; there 
was no electric-
ity for fossil-fuel 
burning turbogen-
erators in the Ohio 
Valley. The results 
were extraordi-
nary. 

 After only 24 
hours, the levels 
of sulfur dioxide in 
the air were down 
by 90 percent. 
Ozone was down 
by 50 percent. And 

visibility increased 
twenty miles. And that was only af-
ter one day. The Earth wants des-
perately to heal, and there is much 
that will heal. All we have to do is 
stop those who are causing this 
destruction.

And there are any number of 

Think about the facts: In the last 24 hours alone, over 200,000 acres of rainforest were destroyed. Thirteen mil-
lion tons of toxic chemicals were released. Forty- ve thousand people died of starvation, thirty-eight thousand 
were children. More than one hundred plant or animal species went extinct because of civilized humans. All of 
this in one day. 

What are you going to do about it?
 First, we cannot possibly imagine that some sort of entity can defeat our Mother Earth. Corporations 
can pollute and deforest her. Auto pollution can cause up to sixty- ve percent of the carbon monoxide in the 
air. And industrial civilization can pave over ten percent of the arable land in the United States.

 Sure they can destroy Her. In fact, if we continue with civilized culture, or more accurately if we don’t 
start  ghting back, the Earth as we know it may even become desolate. But Mother Earth has been this way 
before, and She recovered. It was over ten thousand years before She recovered. But she recovered, and She 
will again.

ART BY SCOTT [TATE CETAN], DAKOTA/ANISHINAABE
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\
things we can be doing. One important task is the 
decolonization of indigenous people, both native  people, both native 
and  non-native to this continent. It means learning 
how we can be accountable to ourselves and to the 
communities we care about. It means learning how to 
not be accountable to illegitimate authority. It means 
learning how to  ght back when appropriate and with 
whatever means are appropriate. But it is a mistake 
to think that personal work alone will save us or our 
Mother Earth.
There is much work to be done to restore the damage 
done by industrial civilization, whether this is damage 
to cultures or communities, forests or rivers. We must 
start to rebuild our own communities while not replicat-
ing the exploitive and authoritarian ways of the occupi-

ers. We must begin to reclaim 
and restore our traditional territories. But restoration 
and healing alone are not enough. The  rst step in 
healing somebody is to prevent them from future at-
tacks.

There is much defensive work that is needed to pro-
tect our Earth. These can include publicly exposing 
the acts of exploiters or  ling lawsuits to force those in 
power to follow their own laws. This can be purchasing 
land to protect it or putting our bodies - and blockades 
- in the way of its attackers. But these defensive ac-

\
tions alone will not save our Mother Earth. 

There is also much preparative work to be done. The 
Western Empire, Canadian and U.S. Governments of 
Occupation, Industrial Civilization will not last forever. 
We must prepare ourselves for lives outside of these 
occupiers now and prepare for life after they are 
gone. Turn off the television and start forming com-
munity gardens. Get out in the wild and learn which 
plants are edible and begin teaching others. Figure 
out where you can get clean potable water. Find el-
ders in your community that know how to live tradi-
tional lifeways of the area you inhabit. Learn these 
ways and share them with others.

But we must also prepare ourselves for present 
and future attacks. We must prepare ourselves 
to  ght back. Preparatory work alone will not 
save us. We must take the offensive. We must 
strike back at the infrastructure that allows these 
governments and corporations to commit these 
atrocities against our communities and Mother 
Earth. 

There are dams that destroy  sh, rivers, and tra-
ditional ways of life. There are television, radio, 
and cell phone towers that slaughter thousands 
of birds. Powerlines that leak radiation, cause 
cancer, and power the industrial centers and cit-
ies. There are coal and power plants that pollute 
our air with dioxins, killing thousands of people 
each year. Corporations drill for uranium that 
poisons our rivers, lands, and people. Compa-
nies log the forests, rape the land, pave and de-
velop it. These must all be stopped by whatever 
means are appropriate.

But offensive work alone will not protect our 
Mother Earth. We must deconstruct colonized 
and exploiter mindsets. We must also change 
ourselves…

What are you going to do? The question is not 
rhetorical. Don’t just read this question and 

move on to the next article. Stop. Put down 
this zine. Go outside. Take a long walk. 

Find a tree. Listen to the wind in its branches. Feel 
the earth in your hands. Or the heat of a  re against 
your face. Listen to a river. Ask them what they want. 
Ask your heart what you want. Ask your head. Ask 
your heart again. Then  gure out what you’re going 
to do and how you’re going to do it.

Scott [Tate Cetan]
Dakota/Anishinaabe

ADRIAN WILSON, HOMALCO
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Redwire,
My name is Russell Andrew Amos. I am 
a 21 year old native. My band is Hesqui-
aht, but I’ve lived in Victoria my whole 
life. I am currently incarcerated in Kent 
Maximum Security Federal Penitentiary. 
I have been in for 2 years and I am being 
released in a month and a half. I am writ-
ing to let you know how messed up the 
system is. I was arrested in 2005 for As-
sault with a Weapon. I am from Victoria 
and I am being released to the Downtown 
Eastside. I was realeased to the Down-
town Eastside on March 28th, 2007 to 
a halfway house against my will, and my 
parole officer put an undercover cop 
on me and when they realized I wasn’t 
going to do a crime they arrested me 
for ‘looking like a gang member.’ I was 
wearing baggy clothes like I have since I 
was a kid. I feel like I have been discrimi-
nated against like so many other native 
inmates. I have also sent you a rap about 
the system. I am also sending a docu-
ment my parole officer sent me saying 
that there were concerns of me hanging 
out with a young aboriginal male. Please 
print this document so that world can 
know how corrupt the system is. Also, a 
message for all of my native bros and sis’s 
out there, we need to fight back and show 
‘em that we aren’t going to stop fighting, 
and we want our land back.

One love,
Russell Amos

write me at:

Russell Amos
Kent Penitentiary
P0 Box 2000
Agassiz, BC
V0M 1A0

(If you need to contact me in the future 
because my release date is so soon, you 
can get in contact with me at:

Russell Amos
592 Baron Place
Victoria, BC
V8Z 2A2

Dear Redwire,

Our UMAYC Youth Program at the Na-
tive Canadian Centre of Toronto would 
like you to peruse our 1st issue of NDN 
Uncensored.

The youth were inspired by many sources 
including Redwire Magazine. The youth 
involved in our program thought it would 
be beneficial to create a Zine reflecting 
the issues of urban youth in the Greater 
Toronto Area. The youth were involved 
throughout the entire process and devel-
opment of NDN Uncensored.

We are continually encouraging other 
youth to submit their artwork, articles, 
interviews and photography for our next 
issue. It s the intention of the youth to 
aspire to a Quarterly magazine in the 
near future.
 Your thoughts and comments 
are greatly appreciated.

With Great Respect,

Stacia Loft
Coordinator, UMAYC Youth Program
Staica_loft@ncct.on.ca

Take Care of that Girl

Dear Redwire Readers:
 
My Nak’azdli name is Tse’kay’az 
Wudut’ilh (Storm Girl). My Anglicized 
name is Marion Erickson, daughter of 
Yuxwelupton (Lawrence Paul). I come 

from a small reserve called Nak’azdli, 
also known as Fort St. James. While 
watching native media on youTube, I had 
an idea on what could be a great “story” 
for Redwire magazine. 

This is just personal knowledge from a 
young native woman who’s had a hard 
journey. As a woman, living on reserve 
is a much harder than it is for males. 
Our young ladies living on reserve need 
knowledge. More knowledge than what 
was given to me. Before a young lady gets 
her first period, she should know what 
lies in the path before her. She should 
know about rape, sex and molestation. In 
the Dak’elh language there is no word for 
rape or child molestation. Why? Because 
it never used to happen in the past (prior 
to colonization). Stuff of that nature 
was unknown to my ancestors. The 
priests in residential schools introduced 
such assaults of our people. Now to my 
unfortunate devastation, this grotesque 
bullshit is being trickled though our 
communities, and like any other assimila-
tion-orientated P.R.S.B.S (post-residen-
tial school bullshit). It’s really bad for our 
communities. 

Being so young, I know this because my 
father told me. There are still things I am 
yet to tell my father though. At a young 
age I was sexually molested. I cannot say 
this to anyone out loud...yet. It just hurts 
too much. Maybe if I can stop one young 
lady from going down the same path I 
did, I can stop the hurt in my heart. I 
really want this posted in Redwire. When 
a young girl is hurt the way I was, she will 
never know how precious she really is...
at first. And that’s how you get people 
like me...I’m what’s called on my reserva-
tion...a ‘slut.’ I can say that out loud, 
which is really disgusting. I never told 
myself I was precious until I was fifteen 
years old. By then I had a miscarriage 
from a boyfriend who was about six years 
older then I was. 

So to you fathers out there, for what you 
can do to keep your daughter a precious 
little angel and a virgin till the time is 
right, you can do these three things: 

Letters
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www.redwiremag.com

1) Tell her what her virginity is! My 
mother told me. But most teenage girls 
do not and will not listen to their mother. 
It’s just because, in that time, they’re 
going through a stage where they want 
that bit of independence. They wont 
notice it but I’m sure you will. When you 
teach them about their virginity, MAKE 
THEM value it. Tell them how important 
it is and warn them about the type of boys 
who want it. 

2)  You have to tell a young lady what sex 
leads to and what people say about it. 
Scare her if you have to (don’t let them 
hang out with a whole crew of over-stim-
ulated hormonal boys). MAKE HER say 
“I am precious.” Especially if some sick 
fuck went and ruined her view of herself. 
For me saying these words, even in my 
mind, it’s still hard for me to say it out 
loud and to someone’s face. It’s difficult 
for me too, but those simple words mean 
a lot. I AM PRECIOUS! 

3) Ask her where she’s going. Make a 
curfew. Know that she will not listen 
to her mother. A father figure is most 
important in a young native lady’s life. 
Don’t let a women forget who she is!!! 

And that, my friends, is my best words 
of advice for taking care of that dreadful 
young teenage native girl.

Tse’kay’as Wudut’ilh (Storm Girl)
Marion Erickson
Nak’azdli

5 Things I Hate About Redwire

1. I really don’t like how there’s no horo-
scope-related things
2. I don’t like how some 
of the head title writing is 
hard to read
3. I don’t like the death 
stories. Well, I mean I 
like them, I just don’t like 
the fact that they make 
me cry.
4. I know this magazine 
is about native-issues and 
things, but I don’t like 
how there’s no info on 
things like global warm-
ing and things like that.
5. I don’t like how, on the 
subscription page, you 
ask us to write 5 things we 
don’t like about the maga-
zine! Because I don’t 
want to sound rude, but 
I think I do when I write 
about things I don’t like. 
Oh yeah, and it’s hard to 
think of 5 things, seeing 
as I think this magazine is 
awesome!

by: Kelsie Mcleod
Prince Albert, Saskatch-
ewan

Redwire note: Kelsie, your prayers have 
been answered! See page 26

LOUIS CRUZ, MI’KMAQ
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Our Favorite Drink 
for our Favorite 
Party
 The Molotov 
cocktail is a weapon of 
choice for many rebels. 
It is a glass bottle with 
gas, thickening agents 
such as broken-up sty-
rofoam or laundry deter-
gent, and a gas-soaked 
rag fuse held in place 
by the bottle’s plug. 
For more info check 
out Wikipedia actually: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Molotov_cocktail

Final Basic Secu-
rity Guidelines
 Wow, f@#$ing 
shit up has been fun, 
huh? Well, it’s an adren-
aline rush, but it also re-
quires serious attention 
to good security. The 
primary cause of arrests 
or accidents is poor se-
curity as a result of evi-
dence and information 
left behind by negligent 
rebels themselves. Poor 
security includes: leav-
ing behind personal 
evidence (i.e.,  ashlight, 
gum, cigarette butts, 
urine, spit, snot, etc.) 
and traces (i.e.  nger-
prints, boot prints, hair, 
skin samples, blood, 
etc.) at the action site. 
Keeping contaminated 
clothing and tools at 
home, talking about ac-

tion with others, using 
the phone or internet to 
discuss or plan, using 
debit cards to purchase 
tools and equipment, 
being caught on CCTV 
video, and using one’s 
personal name, address 
or internet to gather in-
formation also is VERY 
POOR SECURITY. Do 
not park vehicle close to 
targeted areas. Camou-
 age and concealment 
(including balaclava and 
dark, drab or camou age 
clothing) are important to 
avoid capture and identi-
 cation by either security 
forces or CCTV (closed 
circuit television) surveil-
lance systems. You can 
also in ltrate the sys-
tem’s ranks by dressing 
as a worker and blend-
ing in. DO NOT BRING 
PERSONAL ID OR 
CELLPHONES, and rely 
as little as possible on 
technology as these are 
resources easily inter-
cepted by government 
forces. Keep as silent 
as possible when walk-
ing through the bush at 
night. Use hand signals 
to communicate and 
practise these in training 
for an action. Keep a rig-
id residential school-like 
cleanliness approach at 
all times. Leave without 
a trace so that nothing 
can be connected to 
you.

Study and Train
 If you want more in-depth info on this, I suggest acquiring 
a copy of Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching (1996, 
3rd Ed.), by Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood, and, if possible, 
the Security & Counter-Surveillance Manual (2006). The writer 
also found helpful: Ozymandias Sabotage Skills Handbook, Vol.1, 
1995, and Lessons Learned from the ALF & ELF.




